
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 8, 2019 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Montgomery at the Village 
Hall in Chevy Chase at 9:18 a.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Marilyn welcomed all members and reminded everyone that if they invite guests 
to notify Marilyn and Mary Lou Kenary, as the agenda may include confidential 
business.  Marilyn noted that Alice Kinter’s husband, George, passed away. If you 
wish to contact the daughters of Alice and George, please contact Marilyn. After roll 
call, minutes from the December meeting were approved; any comments should be 
provided to Twinkle. One comment was that  Lisa Sanders suggested that the word 
“donation of” might be used in lieu of “pay” $300 to the Village for  the Club’s use of 
the space. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Lisa said the Club is doing very well financially.  For January, we have $15,643 in 
savings; $7,021 in our checking account; our CD is $11,188; $4,025 in restricted 
funds; and, $2,500 in future donations for a total of $41,877 in cash assets.    
 
FRIENDS OF THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM (FONA) 
Marilyn reported on the Executive Board’s lengthy discussion on the three options 
offered by Pamela Simpson on the redirection of its $5000 donation to FONA.  The 
Board’s almost unanimous recommendation was a bench and suggested that it be 
located in the Fern Valley Garden, a project supported by associate member Bean 
Granger’s mother-in-law.  Additionally, the Board recommended that no more 
money be donated to FONA until the $5000 is spent.   
 
After much discussion of the Board’s recommendation, and other options, including 
the availability of additional funds ($2000 from a previous Green Elephant Sale) to 
be added to the $5000, the members voted to donate the original $5000 
contribution to an existing intern program.  The members did not specify 2018 or 
2019, leaving that up to the National Arboretum.  Marilyn will find out how the 
National Arboretum will acknowledge the $5000 donation, and ask that GCCC be 
updated on the progress of the intern program, and report back. This does not rule 
out future donation to FONA. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Program:  Angela Lancaster said today’s program following the business meeting 
was organized by the Perennial Garden Club and features Gary Nabham.  Angela 
went on to say that she does not need any more vases for the February program at 



Chevy Chase House and thanked all who donated vases.  An email will go out to all 
members regarding the specifics for the program such as schedule, parking, what to 
bring, etc. 
 
Membership:  Mary Lou Kenary said there would be an orientation meeting on 
Wednesday, January 16, at her home for new members Lotta Kramer and Nancy 
Ridgway.  There will be a winter “Meet and Greet” event in February for interested 
and prospective club members.  More information on that event is forthcoming.  
Mary Lou thanked and complimented Susan Dixon on her precise and clear rewrite 
of the procedures for proposing new members and suggestions emphasizing 
proposers’ mentorship of new members.  Mary Denger is reviewing and finalizing 
the procedures and mentoring guidance. 
 
Civics:  Regarding possible new projects, Twinkle Thompson said a site visit to 
Rosemary Hills Elementary School has been scheduled for Monday, January 14, and 
she will report back to the members at the February business meeting.  It was also 
noted by Nancy Cholis that on Sunday she, Susan Dixon, and Twinkle tagged several 
shrubs at the Betty English Garden (BEG) and more will be tagged in the spring.  The 
club purchase of the tags has resulted in a $40 savings which could be applied 
elsewhere.  Nancy reminded everyone that there is a BEG cleanup scheduled for the 
3rd Tuesday in February, weather permitting. 
 
Julie Maner said a survey will be distributed to members at the February business 
meeting asking for feedback on donations to and time for possible projects. 
 
Polly Sturm noted that the Chevy Chase Library landscaping could be a possible 
project. 
 
Conservation:  Chris Leahy said there were enough cups and napkins in the 
downstairs closet for two more meetings.  She suggested that Molly take a look in 
the closets for colorful products to use at the February meeting. 
 
Horticulture:  Marion Ballard said members should start thinking about plantings 
for the garden.  She mentioned multiple seed catalogs from which to select.  This is 
also the time to clean and sharpen tools, and she suggested getting a bucket of sand 
in which to put your tools for cleaning.  January is a time to consider joining various 
organizations such as the National Horticultural Society, FONA, etc.  Marion also 
mentioned the Montgomery County Master Gardeners 19th Annual Spring 
Conference “Gardening from the Ground Up” on Saturday, February 23, 2019, for the 
members’ consideration.  Marion said there would be a “Tea and Seed” from 2-4 
p.m., on February 28, at a location to be determined. 
 
Garden Tour:  Ginny Leachman noted that Elizabeth MacAdam helped with the 
design of a poster and a pamphlet-like brochure. Ideas for the tour include: 
refreshments, vendors, “playhouse peeks”, and a list of  items of interest at each 
house/garden.  The tour starts and finishes at Tricia Saul’s house.  Molly announced 



there will be workshops for growing herbs and annuals, to be sold at the tour, on 
April 23 and 24 at her house.  She also noted that there is now a “square account for 
the GCCC” to buy tickets for the garden tour with a credit card.  Publicity is the next 
hurdle. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle:  Valerie Grace noted that the planned lighting will 
happen. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Twinkle Thompson 
Recording Secretary 


