
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 12, 2019 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Montgomery at the Chevy Chase 
House at 10:10 a.m.  After roll call, minutes from the January meeting were approved. 
 
Marilyn reminded everyone that Julie Maner and Nancy Ridgway will be attending the 
NAL on February 24. Marilyn also noted that the National Capital Area Garden Clubs 
will host a Landscape Design Course at Merrifield Gardens in Fairfax, Virginia on March 
25-26, about which more information will be coming via email; and, the  
Garden Club of America’s (GCA) annual meeting will be held in Boston on May 16-19. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Lisa Sanders said we are very solvent.  Planned donations have been made.  We need 
to start thinking about March budget planning; enhancements for the west side of the 
Village; there will be some changes; a committee chairmen meeting will take place to 
review existing and prospective budget needs.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Program:  Angela Lancaster announced the March program will feature container 
gardening by Anne Brooks Rudzki and Jody McGowan, garden designers from Capital 
Roots.  Angela and Julie Maner noted there will be a meeting of committee chairs at the 
end of February/March to brainstorm program ideas for future programs.  Marilyn 
opined that perhaps this meeting could be merged with the upcoming March budget 
meeting. 
 
Membership:  Marilyn Montgomery, for Mary Lou Kenary, noted there will be a ‘meet 
and greet’ in early March/April. 
 
Horticulture:  Barbara Freedman reminded everyone that the Tea and Seed event is 
on Thursday, February 28, from 3-5 p.m., at Marion Ballard’s home.  Please let Ann 
Thompson or Marion know if you will attend per the email.  Barbara asked everyone to 
consider a candidate application for the GCA Freeman Medal.  There is also a 
horticulture show in Middleburg, Virginia, on February 18. 
 
Civics/Conservation:  Julie Maner distributed anonymous surveys to be completed by 
the end of the meeting regarding civic engagement and monetary donations.  As a 
result of discussion, the surveys will also be emailed to members to be anonymously 
filled out and returned by mail to Julie. 
 
Julie and Twinkle Thompson gave status updates on the 11th Street Bridge Project and 
the proposed Rosemary Hills Elementary School butterfly garden (see January 
minutes). 



 
Twinkle noted there would be a Betty English Garden cleanup on Tuesday, February 
19, only if the weather is conducive to do so. 
 
Visiting Gardens:  Molly Morris announced there will a presentation by Katherine Astor 
on English gardens on Wednesday, April 10, at 2 p.m., at the Temple B’Nai Israel in 
Easton, Maryland.  An email reminder will go out to club members. 
 
Garden Tour:  Molly Morris and Ginny Leachman thanked Elizabeth MacAdam for all of 
her work.  The hours of the  tour have been extended, and are now from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m..  Descriptions of the gardens and their landscape designers will be available at 
each garden.  Chevy Chase Life is doing a story and ad regarding the garden club and 
the tour.  Molly and Ginny are looking for 3 sponsors to give $500 each.  Julie Maner at 
the meeting obtained the sponsorship of a real estate company.  Sponsors will be listed 
on the tour tickets and brochures.  Instagram is up and running.  Molly believes the 
garden tour should be a biennial fundraising event.   
 
Other Business:  Mary Wheeler announced the three Founders Fund finalists and 
briefly described their projects:  1) Abrams Creek Wetlands Preserve: Restoring a 
Calcareous Muck Fen, proposed by Winchester-Clarke Garden Club (VI) and seconded 
by Fauquier and Loudoun Garden Club (VI); 2) Flora and Fauna:  The Jane Colden 
Native Woodland Garden with Animal Habitats, proposed by The Garden Club of 
Orange and Duchess Counties (III) and seconded by Ulster Garden Club (III); and, 3) 
Sniff and Savor Garden at Pittsburgh Botanic Garden:  Enriching Community and 
Revitalizing Landscape, proposed by Garden Club of Allegheny County (V) and 
seconded by Carrie T. Watson Garden Club (V).   
 
Club members will vote at the March meeting to select the official choice of the Garden 
Club of Chevy Chase for finalist.  Mary encouraged everyone to read the Winter 2019 
GCA Bulletin for a full description of the three projects. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Twinkle Thompson  
Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

 


