
Member Meeting Minutes 
Garden Club of Chevy Chase 
Minutes for February 14, 2017 

  
The meeting was called to order at the Village Hall by President Jane Van 
Remoortere. She thanked hostesses Lynne Mitchell, Melissa Pfleiger and Mary 
Lou Kenary. 
  
WELCOME 
Lynne Mitchell introduced Mary Johnson, Program Chair of Trowel Club. 
Corbin Harwood’s guest was Carol Wilner for the program only.   
  
MINUTES 
The minutes from the January meeting were approved with the following 
corrections: 

• Claudia Lanpher announced that Alison Ordu would be a guest at the 
program. 

• Holiday Party:  Mary Wheeler also created the front door wreath for the 
December Holiday Party. 

• NCCF:  Liz Platts and Pat Stallings were thanked for organizing such a 
wonderful day for the center.  All who donated gifts and all who decorated 
also were thanked. 

• Membership:  The spelling of the name of prospective member Polly Sturm 
was corrected as written. 

• Program:  The March meeting will be a joint program (spelling correction). 
• The meeting was adjourned at 10:00am. 

  
REPORT OF MELISSA PFLEIGER 

• The March meeting will take place on Monday, March 20th and will be a 
joint club meeting.  Note that this is not on the regularly scheduled club 
meeting day. RSVPs are required by Tuesday, March 14th so that any 
extra seats can be offered to the other clubs.  Marta McDowell will speak 
on her new book, “All the Presidents’ Gardens.” 

• The Philadelphia Flower show trip has room.  Monday March 13-Tuesday 
March 14th.  The private tour is 8:30 on Tuesday March 14th.  If you 
would like to attend, please email Melissa and send a check for $95.00 
made out to Garden Club of Chevy Chase and mail to Melissa. 

• 2017 Annual Meeting volunteer registration forms were sent to all Zone VI 
club members and everyone is urged to sign up.  There are 500 volunteer 
slots to be filled by 600 club members, so everyone needs so 
volunteer.  People are encouraged to volunteer for more than one job.  If 
you did not receive the email, check your spam. 



o Ann Thompson note that Information needs more 
volunteers.  Corbin Harwood urged people to help at the Awards 
Dinner on Saturday, May 6. 

o Volunteers are invited to the Preview Cocktail Party on Thursday, 
May4, when they can enjoy the Flower Show and the Boutique. 

o Some overnight housing in Baltimore area members’ homes is 
available. 

o Valerie Grace, Lisa Sanders and Chris Leahy are doing a 
phenomenal job on Signage.  Mary Wheeler is making maypoles 
for the signs. 

• The April meeting will be at the Smithsonian Natural History Museum with 
the Director, Kris Johnson.  Melissa Pfleiger will help set up carpools and 
will need a definite headcount for box lunches. 

  
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer Carol McGarry was absent but sent the following report: 

• Two checks were written in February, leaving Restricted Funds-$11,015; 
Checking-$30,504; and Certificate of Deposit-$10,892 (as of 
10/26/16).  The total Unrestricted funds -$30,381.   

  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
CIVICS 

• Because of the Annual Meeting, the May cleanup of the Betty English 
Garden has been cancelled.  Anyone who signed up May should switch to 
March or April. 

• Nancy Caffey is coordinating with the Village regarding mulching. 
• Stadler Nursery will replace dead gumpo azaleas 
• Mimi McBride was applauded for providing a new plant list and plan for the 

garden 
• Susan Kilborn was thanked for pruning an oak leaf hydrangea. 

  
PHOTOGRAPHY (Report read by Ginny Leachman in Valerie Grace’s absence) 

• Lindy Dickson, Theresa Boland and Valerie Grace have submitted work for 
the 2017 Annual Meeting Photography Show. 

• Four members have submitted photos for the spring GCABulletin—Lisa 
Sanders, Twinkle Thompson, Tricia Saul, and Valerie Grace.  There still is 
time to submit.  Contact Valerie. 

  
FOUNDERS FUND 

• Mary Wheeler read descriptions of the three Founders Fund finalist 
projects. 

• Voting on the projects will occur at the March meeting. 



  
HORTICULTURE 

• The 2017 GCA Freeman Medal winner is the Ash Magnolia, an 
endangered shrub/small tree that is native to Florida but which grows in 
Agricultural Growing Zones VI to IX. 

  
MEMBERSHIP 

• By unanimous vote, Kathleen Campanella (Kathy), Julie Maner, and Polly 
Sturm were elected to membership and will be notified of such by the 
Corresponding Secretary. 

• This brings the club membership to 40 active members. 
  
NOMINATIONS 

• Marion Ballard announced the following slate for 2017-2018 
o President:  Marilyn Montgomery 
o Vice-President:  Chris Leahy 
o Treasurer:  Lisa Saunders 
o Recording Secretary:  Monique Milhollin 
o Corresponding Secretary:  Pat Stallings and Ann Dudley to share 

the job 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• GCA ANNUAL MEETING AWARDS 
o Of the 10 Medalists being recognized at the 2017 Annual Meeting, 

two came from the Garden Club of Chevy Chase: 
§ Gilbert Grosvenor, Frances K. Hutchinson Medal for 

distinguished service in conservation.  Proposed by the 
GCCC.  Proposal prepared by Lynne Mitchell and Tricia 
Saul 

§ Kris Tompkins, Cynthia Pratt Laughlin Medal for 
outstanding achievement in environmental 
protection.  Proposed by Corbin Harwood 

• Angela Lancaster reported that Alaster MacDonald has finished 
constructing a rolling cart for storing and transporting flower show 
containers. 

• The Middleburg Horticultural Symposium sponsored by the Fauquier-
Loudoun Garden Club will be February 25th. 

• Charlie Hobbs, widower of deceased club member Harriet Hobbs, has 
died. 

• Bean Granger thanked club members for contributions in memory of her 
son David. 

  
The meeting was adjourned at 9:55am. 



  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Corbin C. Harwood 
Substitute for Monique Milhollin, Recording Secretary 
 


