
GARDEN CLUB OF CHEVY CHASE 
MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 11, 2018 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Marilyn Montgomery at the Village 
Hall in Chevy Chase at 9:10 a.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Marilyn welcomed all members.  After roll call, minutes from the November meeting 
were approved. 
 
REPORTS 
Treasurer’s Report:  Lisa Sanders received approval to pay $300 to the Village for 
space, etc. 
 
Flower Show: Pat Stallings reported on the praise from the judges for the excellent 
participation of GCCC members.    Constructive criticism from the judges included 
the following points: most arrangements were not as “Christmasy” as they might 
have been, and potted plants should never be used.  Pat noted there were some 
issues with the passing process, in particular, some members placed their 
arrangements themselves, and some entry cards were not filled out properly.    
Marilyn thanked Mimi, Pat, and Susan and gave them plants in appreciation. 
 
Civics:  Nancy Cholis noted that there was no scheduled Betty English Garden (BEG) 
cleanup in November, due to inclement weather.  However, Nancy did encourage 
members to help clean up the BEG when it was convenient for them, not just at 
scheduled cleanups, and to let Twinkle or her know of such activity.  Polly Sturm 
pointed out that the Village removed a tree next to the BEG, and opined that this tree 
removal might change light exposure for the plants. 
 
Garden Tour: Molly Morris and Ginny Leachman presented a map of the east side of 
the Village denoting the eight homes whose gardens will be on the GCCC May 18 
garden tour.  The specific garden tour route has not been finalized, but it will start at 
Tricia Saul’s home, where tickets can be purchased, refreshments, herbs and plants 
will be sold, and information on GCCC will be provided.  There may also be 
workshops on annuals, herbs, and topiaries. There will be an opportunity to order 
tour tickets on- 
line.  More details will follow. 
 
Conservation: Susan Dixon announced that Julie Maner and Nancy Ridgway will be 
the GCCC delegates to the annual National Affairs and Legislation Conference in 
February. 
 



Julie Maner reported that interested GCCC and Perennial Garden Club members had 
a successful visit to the Temple Garden, part of the community gardens of the 11th 
Street Bridge Project.  The community gardens produce 1000 pounds of food a year.  
Chris Leahy noted that Anacostia is where things are happening.  The Conservation 
Committee will be distributing a survey to GCCC members containing generic 
questions on volunteering opportunities and donations for potential club projects. 
 
Conservation Tips of the Month:  Use LED lights on Christmas trees; use smaller 
ovens if you have two ovens; put a lid on a pot of boiling liquids; and, unplug 
computers and TVs when not in use. 
 
Program:  Angela Lancaster reminded members that January’s joint program with 
the Perennial Garden Club has been organized by that club.  It will feature a lecture 
by Gary Nabham, author of Food From The Radical Center: Healing our Land and 
Communities, on solutions for bridging the farming communities and 
environmentalists to work together for sustainable food production. 
 
Angela also noted the need for 25 – 30 glass vases, with narrow openings at the top, 
for flower arrangements for the February program at Chevy Chase House.  Please 
bring the donated vases to the January meeting. 
 
Horticulture:  Marion Ballard asked members to visit the GCA website and look at 
the Horticulture and Communications Committees to learn more about the Freeman 
Medal awardees and criteria for the Freeman Medal.  Marion encouraged everyone 
to think about submitting an application for next year.  November 30, 2019, is the 
deadline.  Susan Kilborn successfully spearheaded such an endeavor several years 
ago. 
 
Plant of the Month:  Paperwhites or amaryllis.  Marion gave tips on growing them 
and on composting the garden. 
 
Membership:  Mary Lou Kenary said she would provide orientation information to 
the two new members.  She is planning a “meet and greet” in late January or early 
February.  She asked members to bring guests who want to become or are 
prospective members.  Let Mary Lou know of any guests by telephone or email.  
Prospective members may be invited to the January program. 
 
Visiting Gardens:  Molly Morris said there is still room on the GCA Austria-Bavaria 
trip. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
National Arboretum (NA) Donation:  Melissa Pflieger, on behalf of Pamela 
Simpson, informed the GCCC members that the $5000 that GCCC had donated to the 
National Arboretum for the Springhouse Run Project cannot be applied to the 
project for which it was originally intended.  According to information supplied by 



Pamela Simpson, Melissa offered the following 3 options for the $5000 which has 
not been spent: 

1) Donation for a commemorative 6' teak bench, engraved with a dedication on a 
plaque, placed strategically near Springhouse Run.  FONA offers a tax-deductible 
commemorative bench program; it is easily available to see on FONA's 
website.  $5,000 buys a commemorative bench for 15 years; $10,000 buys one for 
30 years. 

2) Pledge our $5,000 donation toward funding the 2018 internship of Max Fedeli 
who helped to plant and maintain Springhouse Run.  Max is an awesome young 
man and was featured in the fall Arbor Friends.  I have planted alongside of him.  His 
internship cost $13,500. 

3) Fully fund a 2019 intern for Springhouse Run maintenance (control of invasives 
is expected to be a critical need) by donating $8,500 to our $5,000 to total $13,500. 

Melissa subsequently read a letter from Nancy Bryson, Chair of the Friends of the 
National Arboretum, on the matter. 
 
There was much discussion on the three options, and on other considerations 
including giving the $5000 to the NA with no earmark, on the condition that the NA 
provide publicity for the May garden tour. 
 Another idea was that some of the 2019 garden tour proceeds be donated  to the 
Chevy Chase Circle.  Ultimately there was no agreement, and a decision on the 
disposition of the $5000 was postponed. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Website:  Valerie Grace noted that the two year- old website is rusty.  Please think 
about new stories to post.  Also forms for photos are on the website. 
 
Everyone stood to thank Sally Chapoton for graciously hosting the Christmas party. 
 
Sally noted that a beige Burberry coat was left behind and asked for the owner to 
contact her. 
 
Jane Van Remoortere thanked everyone for the donations of the stockings and 
bedding for the families at NCCF. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Twinkle Thompson 
Recording Secretary 


