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The meeting began at 9:04 and President Jane VanRemoortere thanked the 
hostesses: Pat Bloomer, Barbara Freedman, Carol McGarry and Elissa Powell. 
Thirty-six members attended the meeting. Jane welcomed Judy Elliot, our long 
time member who was here from Wyoming. 
  
Jane suggested that one of the hostesses for each month be designate to get the 
name badge basket from GC closet here in the Village Hall before each meeting. 
  
The October and November minutes were approved. Carol McGarry, (after the 
meeting) noted that she will add the corrected amount in our accounts to the 
October meeting minutes. 
  
Jane introduced Lisa Frulla, one of the three co-chairs of the GCA Annual 
Meeting , scheduled for May 3rd - 6th at the Baltimore Marriott. Lisa thanked the 
fabulous signage committee made of Chris Leahy, Valerie Grace and Lisa 
Sanders, as well as the Information Committee headed by Ann Thompson and 
Melissa Pflieger. Lisa gave a brief outline of the schedule which will be presented 
to the approximately 550 women. Speakers will include William Baker of the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Adam Gross, representing the Waterfront 
Partnership of Baltimore, Ari Novy, Executive Director of the US Botanic Garden 
and Keynote Speaker, Paul Alan Cox , Ethnobotanical Researcher. 
 
There will be a Flower Show and Workshops on flower arranging, tree advocacy, 
container gardening, iphone photography and a bonsai workshop. In addition to 
the Awards Dinner there will be Zone Dinners, garden tours and pre trips in DC 
and Maryland, and a post trip to the Eastern Shore. Lisa listed the ways we can 
volunteer and emphasized that you need to register at the end of January on the 
GCA website. Volunteers will be able to attend business sessions, and optional 
workshops and pre and post tours if there is space available. There will be a 
Preview Reception for $35.00 with hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar. Some clubs 
are arranging bus transportation. Lisa announced that Georgetown Garden 
Club’s Dede Petri will be installed as the next GCA president. Lisa brought with 
her the Annual Meeting Scarf and urged all to buy one ($125). The scarf, a white 
blouse, and black pants will be part of the volunteer “uniform” for the meeting. 
  
Jane read a thank you note from Meredith Wellington, Chair of Friends of 
Western Grove Urban Park thanking us for our donation. The Bridge our money 



supports will serve as a pedestrian connector and help fix the drainage in the 
park. 
  
Jane urged all members to open MailChimp from Valerie, and if we are not 
getting it to talk to Valerie. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
  
Carol reported that we have $32,749 in our checking account with $11,115 in 
restricted funds. She also collected 
checks for the Christmas Party from anyone who had not paid. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
Melissa sent around a sign up sheet for the AM17 Information Booth. Two people 
per shift are needed, but one will be from the Baltimore Clubs. On Thursday 
Melissa and Ann will do all day. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  
CIVICS: 
Nancy Caffey reported that the Nov/Dec Betty English garden cleanup was one 
of the best ever. Nancy suggested that members who are unable to work in the 
garden are invited to bring coffee and snacks for the workers, and enjoy the 
camaraderie. She displayed the 2016 Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation Award of Merit which the garden received. Nancy also mentioned 
that the garden plan is being redrawn to reflect recent changes. 
 
VILLAGE HALL: 
Elayne Bennett thanked all who helped on Monday with the set up for today’s 
decorating: Eleanor Bierbower, Pat Bloomer, Valerie Grace, Barbara Freedman, 
Melissa Pflieger, Ann Thompson as well as Ann Dudley who provided a delicious 
lunch. (She also thanked Bill Bennett who paid Maresio to get the lights up on the 
big tree). She called for volunteers needed today to finish the Winter Wonderland 
theme: hanging the stars, decorating the children’s tree, decorating the large tree 
and working on the table top arrangements. 
 
NCCF: 
Liz Platts and Pat Stallings thanked everyone for the gifts of bedding and 
children’s stocking which they will take to the Center directly after the meeting. 
Liz also thanked Molly Morris for allowing these gifts to be stored in her garage. 
Liz mentioned that 2/3 of the children are three and under, and reminded us that 



the party will take place from 4 – 5:30 this afternoon, after the rooms have been 
decorated by the committee. 
  
HOLIDAY PARTY: 
Claudia Lanpher, Nancy Cholis, and Corbin Harwood thanked Ann Thompson for 
the attractive invitation for tonight’s party, which will be held at Lisa Sanders at 7 
pm. 
The committee also thanked Lindy, Dickson, Marilyn Montgomery, Melissa 
Pfleiger and Mary Wheeler for their help with decorating. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
  
Marilyn Montgomery mentioned that Chip Calloway is coming on Saturday, 
Jan.14 at 4 pm to speak at the Antique Show. It will be held Jan 13 -15 at the 
Kasden Center of American University. 
 
Jane announced that in January, Chris Leahy will run the January meeting since 
she will be in California awaiting the birth of her twin grandchildren. 
  
Jane reminded us to write letters in support of the Willet Branch and oppose the 
parking garage which eliminates the green space originally agreed to by Equity 
One 
 
Apparently the Billboard issue in DC was resolved. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
  
Friends of Chevy Chase Circle: 
  
Valerie Grace, our liaison to the Friends of Chevy Chase Circle asked the club if 
we wanted to tag our $4000 donation. 
After much discussion, a vote was taken and it was decided that we would tag 
the money to pay for the plantings that will be installed in the triangle on the 
North side of Chevy Chase Circle. 
  
The meeting was adjourned at approximately10:20. After a quick coffee break 
cars departed for the NCCF, and the final decorating of the Village Hall began. 
  
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Mimi McBride 



(for Monique Milhollin, Secretary) 
 


