
Garden Club of  Chevy Chase Minutes 
November 8, 2022 (Election Day) 
The Avenue 

29 members present (including Carolyn Wilson on site of  Betty English Garden); 15 absent, 
including: 

Elayne Bennett 
Susan Benninghoff  
Jennifer Albrecht 
Angela Lancaster 
Margie Leachman 
Ginny Leachman 
Elizabeth McAdam 
Leslie McKay 
Elissa Powell 
Nancy Ridgway 
JoJo Spallone 
Meg Stillman 
Ann Thompson 
Elizabeth Dodson 

Associate Mary Wheeler attended. Guest of  Valerie Grace, Marea Hatziolos, also joined us. 

Civics (Bea Cope) 
After our meeting on Dec 6, half  of  the GCCC team will decorate Village Hall, and another half  of  
the membership will go to the National Center for Children and Families (NCCF) later in the day to 
decorate the center. There will be refreshments while we decorate the Village.  

NCCF is a shelter for 13 families as they transition to permanent housing. Each year the number of  
children changes. Last year we had 42, year before 34. This year 35, so we need 35 members to make 
stockings, and then 13 members to purchase comforters/pillows. Please allow older members to sign 
up for comforter purchase, given the comparative ease. Same address as last year, 3806 Leland, 12-2, 
December 14th. Your name attached. $25 Visa card. List of  appropriate gifts available. Plan on 
spending $100-$125 per stocking. We also need decorations for the center; Polly Sturm said she may 
be able to use decorations left over from Columbia Country Club’s greenery workshop. 

Membership (Chair Molly Morris, Susan Dixon) 
David Williams is no longer a viable candidate because he has recently made the decision to spend 
half  of  the year in Florida. Discussion ensued about creating an over-60 category for new members 
who wish to be involved but have extensive travel commitments or dual residencies. 

Membership voted on changes to by-laws regarding membership, which were sent via Newsbud. 
Susan reviewed the changes regarding levels of  memberships. Changes were approved unanimously. 

Garden Tour (Co-chair Margaret Griffin) 
SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, May 7, 12-4 p.m. If  you haven’t been asked to help in some way, rest 
assured, you will be☺. We have all the gardens identified and committed! 



Walter Reed (Chair Catheryn Clune) 
Stroll spread on the Healing Garden and GCCC—great publicity, thanks to our relationship with 
Editor Pat Doran, who received a club award in 2021. Two star general is working on our behalf  to 
facilitate final approval. Website is up and open for donations. 

Floral Design (Co-chairs Mimi McBride and Claudia Lanpher) 
This month’s design type is pot-et-fleur. This consists of  two or more rooted plants and cut plant 
material in a single container. Plants may be kept in their pots, placed in plastic bags or placed in a 
planting medium. Cut fresh flowers may be inserted in small bottles, floral tubes, or floral foam, and 
hidden among the plants.  

Tips: 1) Wine basket with empty tennis cans—great carrier when purchasing fresh flowers. 
2) Joyce Chen scissor. Long handle is good for reaching into “pot.” 

National Capital Area Garden Clubs is having a design morning November 10, Thursday, 10:30-12 
at Concord St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church in Bethesda. Contact Judy Van Namen if  you 
would like to carpool. 

Bulb Sale (Schuyler Ryon) 
Bulbs available for pickup. More bulbs will be ordered next year. 

Conservation (Co-chairs Polly Sturm with Margaret Griffin) 
[Note: Meeting was first attempt at waste-free. Mugs were used instead of  paper cups. Only 
disposable items were paper napkins and two Starbucks coffee carriers.] 
Polly informed group about Nordstrom’s joint cosmetic recycling program with TerraCycle. (Check 
out www.Terracycle.com for more information about this and many other recycling programs.) Any 
plastic cosmetic container, from any vendor, is now accepted at local Nordstrom stores. Sephora 
also has a program, but not all locations are drop-off  points. Margaret shared that all stretchy plastic 
bags—for bread, newspapers, Ziplocs, anything that can be pulled apart with your fingers—is 
collected at Safeway (also Whole Foods, Giant, and Wegmans). These collection sites also take #2 
and #4 plastics—look for the numbers inside the triangle. Schuyler Ryon said her former club 
weighed all their bags at Whole Foods and over time the club was able to order materials (e.g., a 
bench) in their name. GCCC will consider collecting bags each month for this purpose. Margaret 
also shared how to wash, roll, and store utility rags, used instead of  paper towels, in an attractive 
basket in your kitchen.  

GCA’s National Affairs and Legislation (NAL) Conference is March 12-15, 2023, on Capitol Hill. In 
person!  A two-day crash course on the environment. Only two slots are available so let us know. 

Communications (Chair Michelle Dolge) 
Text thread has begun for time-sensitive messages.  Everyone is invited, everyone runs. No need to 
“like,” or give “thumbs up.” Use with prudence! 

Donations (President Julie Maner) 
Julie called for ideas on how to allocate our end-of-year donations for 2022. Last year an extensive 
survey was taken in an effort to allocate our large donation of  $20,000, made possible from the 
Garden Tour of  2021. Without the tour, this year’s donation will likely be a bit more modest. 



Visiting Gardens (Chair Paula Gibson) 
We’ll postpone trip to Naples because of  Hurricane Ian. Mount Cuba, two hours away, is scheduled 
for May 17th. A show of  hands was taken so the committee can research the feasibility of  group 
transportation. We are on our own financially for this experience. The committee will come up with 
budget and transportation costs. Paula showed a slideshow of  GCCC’s October visit to Ladew 
Gardens. 

11th Street Bridge Project (Marion Ballard) 
Members of  GCCC put forth a commendation, a zone specific improvement award, for this project 
in 2018. The 11th Street Bridge Project’s design has been approved by the National Capital Area 
Planning Commission. Now they’ll start building! 

Meeting was adjourned and the club attended a lecture and slideshow on the “English natural 
garden,” presented by art and garden historian James Caughman.  


