
Garden Club of  Chevy Chase Minutes May 10, 2022 

24 members present; 20 absent, including: 

Marion Ballard 
Elayne Bennett 
Susan Benninghoff  
Nancy Caffey 
Beatrice Cope 
Lindy Dickson 
Susan Dixon 
Valerie Grace 
Susan Kilborn 
Lotta Kramer 
Margie Leachman 
Ginny Leachman 
Tia Lotuff  
Molly Morris 
Elissa Powell 
Schuyler Ryon 
JoJo Spallone 
Polly Strum 
Twinkle Thompson 
Judy Van Namen 

Following a tour of  Oatlands Historic Home and Gardens, GCCC convened for lunch in the 
Visitor’s Center. David Williams, owner of  Little Oatlands and a Chevy Chase, MD, resident, joined 
us, introduced by President Julie Maner. 

Leslie McKay presented a short program on the work of  Frederick Law Olmstead; gardeners 
nationwide are celebrating the 200th anniversary of  his birth this year. Leslie highlighted elements 
such as water features, hidden walkways, pastoral landscapes, and rock outcroppings that are central 
to Olmsted’s work—and as a result, to our common appreciation of  parkland and the need for such 
natural areas in public spaces. The joined parks of  Buffalo, NY, were emphasized, along with Central 
Park. Olmstead’s talent for defending and arguing for his designs were necessary to convince 
humans, who always want to fill every available space, according to Olmsted, when it was empty 
space that in fact calms our spirits. 

Membership/Melissa Pflieger 
Please let Molly Morris know of  your intention to change status from active to associate. Associates 
do not have serve on committees but they’re encouraged to participate in all activities and must pay 
dues. A new member and prospective member event will be held in the fall. Also, please contact 
Molly if  anyone is interested in proposing a new member. 

Finances/Lisa Sanders 
Finances remain healthy, with $69,000 in our account. $30,000 is restricted; $39,000 is unrestricted. 
Dues of  $200 are owed to Lisa Sanders. Please remit check to her directly; or mail/drop to her 
home at: 5700 Cedar Parkway, CC, MD 20815. 



Walter Reed Healing Garden/ Catheryn Clune 

Pledges and donations are up to $103,000. Two renderings have been proposed by Thomas Woltz’s 
firm and vetted by the committee. The site plan can soon be viewed on the website developed by 
Michelle and Steve Dolge, along with a promotional video and GoFundMe capacity. Link to come. 
An advisory board has been formed (Fred Foote, Naomi Sachs, et al.) whose first meeting is this 
week. Guidance on garden installation is being collected from experts in the contracting field, 
including Brian Benninghoff  and Billy Morris. 

General announcements from Julie Maner: 
Thanks to all who made the GCA Flower Show possible.  
Our hope is to host Flower Show and Garden Tour in alternating years. 
Tour is tentatively planned for either May 7 or 14.  
Please remember to share our love of  nature with anyone in need! 
June meeting and luncheon will be at Melissa Pflieger’s house in Chevy Chase, MD, at 10:30 a.m. on 
Tuesday, June 7th,.  
First fall meeting is the third Tuesday in September (9/20/22) and the second Tuesday of  each 
month following.  

Meeting was adjourned. Club joined David Williams for a house and garden tour of  Little Oatlands. 


