
GCCC Meeting Minutes - October 11, 2021 
Chevy Chase Club Dining Terrace 

Twinkle Thompson and JoJo Spallone approved minutes from 9/21/21 meeting. 

25 present, 18 absent. 1 moved to associate. 

All members present except for: 
Nancy Caffey 
Lindy Dixon 
Susan Dixon 
Susan Kilborn 
Lotta Kramer 
Angela Lancaster 
Ginny Leachman 
Margie Leachman 
Tia Lotuff  
Elizabeth McAdam 
Leslie McKay 
Molly Morris 
Ellin Nolan 
Pam Perkins 
Elissa Powell 
Lindsey Rupp 
Lisa Sanders 
Meg Stillman 

Julie Maner (President) welcomed Schuyler Ryon from Garden Club of  Morristown. She joins us as 
a reciprocal member. Julie also introduced her parents, Carolyn and Harry Easom, visiting from 
Milwaukee. 

Paula Gibson introduced Kyra Detmer as a prospective new member. 

Bea Cope - Civics Committee 

All new members are required to participate in Betty English Garden cleanups. A plant (possibly 
helenium) has overtaken the garden. Need two more quotes for removal. Please send 
recommendations of  a knowledgeable landscaper to Bea.  

Thirteen families are housed at the National Center for Children and Families in Bethesda, near 
Suburban. Last year we supported 12 families with 35 backpacks filled with toys, gift cards, 
toothpaste, etc. This year we’ll return to tradition of  purchasing stockings for the children, in 
addition to bedding for the families. Need 13 members to sign up to purchase a queen fiberfill 
comforter and one or two pillows. Next month Bea will bring colorful bags to hold these. We also 
need 40 people to sign up for stockings. Sign-up sheets passed. 

Elayne Bennett spoke about plans for decorating the Chevy Chase Village Hall, our thanks for 
letting us use their facilities. The new contact at Village Hall, Bichelle, is very enthusiastic about 
GCCC. There will be no Village party this year, so no table arrangements are necessary for dinner. 



But on December 1 or 2nd we’ll decorate two trees, including the big snowflake one. Village 
employees will bring up 20 boxes of  decorations from lower level. Ribbons need to get on the 
wreaths. Need ribbon fluffers!  

Bea offered to host a wreathmaking workshop outdoors around her firepit again.   

Michelle Dolge - Communications 

Judy Van Namen, Susan Dixon and Michelle Dolge worked tirelessly on an economically printed 
directory. Distributed! 

Julie Maner (Molly Morris absent) - Membership  
Eleanor Bierbower requested Associate status, and the Executive Committee voted to approve. 

Update on Lindsey Rupp. She was to begin immunotherapy but was reintubated last week. Her sons, 
24 and 29 years old, are overseeing her care. A more recent update is not available. 

Nancy Ridgway – Conservation 
Nancy encouraged us to walk to meetings, use reusable coffee cups, and pick up trash. Also, plant 
natives and share with GCCC. Look ahead to attending the NAL Conservation Conference 
(National Affairs & Legislation) on Capitol Hill in February – it will likely be virtual. Many members 
praised past experience. Git-R-Done (from Larry the Cable Guy) is the 2022 theme. 

“True meaning of  life is to plant trees under whose shade you don’t expect to sit.” From Julie 
Maner’s mother, Carolyn Easom 

Julie Maner reviewed financials for GCCC 
We have a ~$15,000 annual operating budget. We take in $15,000 through dues. Approximately half  
is spent on administrative fees (GCA dues, zone mtg fees, etc); other half  is spent on programming
—e.g., lecturer fees, visiting gardens, producing the directory. 

We have $80,000 of  other money, mainly from accumulated proceeds from past GCCC tours and 
historical savings.  Half  is earmarked for charitable donations ($40K). The other half  is for us to use 
at our discretion. If  garden tours continue to reap profits, we should earn an additional 30K every 
two years. 

We would like to spend $20,000 this year, or half  of  our current, available, charitable restricted 
dollars, on mission areas of  our choosing. Members will receive a survey with options to vote on 
where we should allocate our charitable dollars, including but not limited to the Betty English 
Garden, the Walter Reed Healing Garden, and Chevy Chase Circle.  Please email Julie Maner if  you 
would like to suggest other organizations or efforts that you would like to receive GCCC charitable 
donations. Elayne Bennett recommended members rank their choices for a decisive outcome. 

Reminder from Melissa Pflieger (Vice President) to sign up for committees. Remainder of  meeting 
was spent in committees. 

Meeting adjourned and Chevy Chase Club garden tour and propagation workshop followed. 


