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elcome to Managing Our Finances God’s Way. Over the next seven weeks, expect
to be convinced that God deeply cares about your finances. 

Many of us think we don’t need help with our finances. We’re adults, after all, and we
can make our own decisions. But the truth is, we all need help—and that’s why this
study has been created. 

There are many experts out there who offer advice, but not everyone can get to know
an expert. God has given you this group to be your “experts.” As you work through these
seven lessons, you’ll be surprised to discover how much your group already knows.

Over the next few weeks, you will confront topics you may not always enjoy or feel
comfortable with. I encourage you to persevere. God never said life would be easy, but
he did promise to reward the diligent.

One step we’ll be encouraging you to take in the coming weeks is to find a spiritual
partner. Ideally, this is someone in your group you can check in with at least once a
week through a phone call, e-mail, or a chat over coffee. Spiritual partners monitor each
others progress, help sort out questions, and pray for each other as they grow together
in godly understanding. This type of back-up system is completely biblical and
life changing!

Along with the group study lessons, you’ll find easy-to-use tools to guide you through
this program. These tools are included in each lesson and there are additional copies
in the back of your workbook. We have also included a Resource CD in the back of
your workbook that contains electronic versions of these worksheets. The best part
about the electronic files is that they do the calculations for you automatically. You will
also find contact information to help answer your questions, and suggestions for how
to keep your financial plans on track, making them lifelong habits.

Let me take a minute to explain the features of this study. 

• Catching Up: You will open each meeting with an opportunity for everyone to
check in with each other about how you are doing with the weekly assignments.
Accountability is a key to success in this study!

• Key Verse: Each week you will find a key verse or Scripture passage for your group
to read together. If someone in the group has a different translation, ask them to
read it aloud so the group can get a bigger picture of the meaning of the passage.

• Video Lesson: There is a twenty minute video lesson for the group to watch
together each week. Follow along by filling in the lesson outlines in the workbook.

• Discussion Questions: Each video segment is complemented by several questions
for group discussion. Please don’t feel like you have to answer every single
question. The material in this study is meant to be your servant, not your master,
so there is no reason to rush through your answers. Give everyone ample
opportunity to share their thoughts. If you don’t get through all of the discussion
questions, that’s okay.

W
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• Living on Purpose: In his book, The Purpose Driven® Life, Rick Warren identifies
God’s five purposes for our lives. They are worship, fellowship, discipleship,
ministry, and evangelism. We will focus on one of these five purposes in each
lesson, and discuss how it relates to the subject of the study. This section is very
important, so please be sure to leave time for it.

• Prayer Direction: At the end of each session we give you suggestions about how
to pray together. Please don’t skip this very important time with your group.
Good intentions are one thing; but the power of prayer is indispensable. Praying
together is one of the greatest privileges of small group life. Don’t take it
for granted.

• Putting It into Practice: This is where the rubber meets the road. We don’t want
to be just hearers of the Word. We also need to be doers of the Word
(James 1:22). This section of the study explains the assignments we would like
you to complete before your next meeting. These assignments are application
exercises that will help you put into practice the truths you have discussed in the
lesson. We will not ask you to share your financial information with each
other, but we will ask you to keep each other accountable to do the work and
follow through with your commitments. 

The bottom line of this study is that you will get out of it what you are willing to
put into it. You can’t reap a harvest if you don’t sow the seeds. In the same way,
you can’t expect to reap a harvest of knowledge and new habits from this study if
you’re not willing to roll up your sleeves and do the work. As the Bible says, “Let
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9 NIV). 

Some of these exercises may open your eyes to painful truths about your current
financial situation. But please don’t let fear or discouragement keep you from the
truth. The Bible tells us that freedom begins with knowing the truth (John 8:32).
So we have to take an honest look at where we are in order to determine how to
get where we want to be. If you want to be financially free, you might have to make
some tough choices and discipline yourself to make changes in your values and
lifestyle. The Bible says, “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later
on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have
been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:11 NIV). If you want to experience the peace of
God in your finances, then you have to follow God’s plan for your finances. But be
encouraged—God wants you to be financially free, and “nothing is impossible with
God” (Luke 1:37 NIV)!

I’m so glad you’re here! May God richly bless you as you discover his principles and
become, at long last, financially free.

Chris Goulard
Pastor of Stewardship, Saddleback Church 
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HOW TO USE THIS VIDEO CURRICULUM

Follow these simple steps for a successful small group meeting:

1. Open your group meeting by using the Looking Ahead/Catching Up section of
your study guide.

2. Watch the video lesson together and follow along in the outlines in this study
guide. Each video lesson is about 20 minutes long.

3. Complete the rest of the discussion materials for each session, including the
Living on Purpose section.

4. Review the Putting It into Practice assignments and commit to doing them
before your next meeting.

It’s just that simple. Have a great study together!
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These assignments are application exercises that will help you put into
practice the truths you have discussed in the lesson. We will not ask you
to share your financial information with each other, but we will ask
you to keep each other accountable to do the work and follow through
with your commitments. 
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INTRODUCTION: THE BIG PICTURE

LOOKING AHEAD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 MINUTES

• Welcome any new members to your small group. Read and discuss the Purpose
Driven Group Guidelines on page 104 of this study guide.

• What do you hope to get out of this study?

• Opening Prayer: Pray that God will help you to be open to what he wants to
teach you through this series.

KEY VERSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 MINUTES

HOST TIPS: Ask someone to read the verse below aloud. If anyone
has a different translation, ask him or her to read this as well to expand
your understanding.

Tell them to use their money to do good . . . 
By doing this they will be storing up real treasure for

themselves in heaven—it is the only safe
investment for eternity!

1 Timothy 6:18a, 19a (LB)
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Watch the video lesson now and follow along in your
outline. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 MINUTES

Everything you have is a gift from God.

God wants you to partner with him in accomplishing his purposes on earth . . . God
really isn’t interested in watching you fulfill your dream for your life; he wants you
to fulfill his dream for your life—the reason he put you on this planet.

If Christ is truly your king, then you live in a kingdom different from the kingdoms
of the world. Christ’s kingdom has a different set of rules, a different set of values,
and a different economy.

• In Christ’s kingdom, we understand the purpose for earthly wealth is to invest it

in _________________________________________________________ .

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy,
and where thieves do not break in and steal.” (Matthew 6:19–20 NIV)

God’s five purposes for our lives:

We are all called to:

• Worship

• Fellowship

• Grow like Christ

• Serve others

• Be on-mission for God in the world

“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
(Genesis 12:3 NIV)

God desires to work through ordinary _________________________ with ordinary

____________________ . 

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. (Romans 12:2a NIV)
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The World’s Pattern God’s Pattern

The Big Picture

God wants to do something of eternal ____________________ through your life.

Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained . . .
(Proverbs 29:18a NASB)

God’s vision changes how we live, in every way:

• Our values

• Our priorities

• Our way of life

56% of all divorces are the result of financial pressure.

— Gallup Poll

God wants you to be financially free because he has a plan and a purpose for your
life. But if you’re tied up in financial bondage, you can’t be free to be used the way
God wants to use you.
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BIBLE FACTS
• There are 2,350 verses in the Bible about money. (All of these verses are referenced on the

Resource CD.)

• One out of every six verses in Matthew, Mark, and Luke is about material possessions.

• Nearly half of Jesus’ parables are about possessions.

• Jesus spoke more about money and how to use it than he did about heaven and hell combined.

Two primary misconceptions about money:

First misconception: Money is _________________ .

“The love of money is the root of all evil . . .” (1 Timothy 6:10a KJV)

If you make money your god, it’s going to plague you like the devil.

Second misconception: Money is the ____________________________________ .
10Those who love money will never have enough. How absurd to think
that wealth brings true happiness! 11aThe more you have, the more
people come to help you spend it . . . (Ecclesiastes 5:10–11a NLT)

“. . . a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
(Luke 12:15b NIV)

“What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul?” (Mark 8:36 KJV)

• Financial freedom is not determined by how much money you make. It’s

determined by __________________________________________ .

. . . stupid people spend their money as fast as they get it.
(Proverbs 21:20b TEV)

• In other words, most of us don’t have a ____________________________

problem. We have a ___________________________ problem.
22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22–23 NIV)
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• Without self-control, our ______________________ capacity will always exceed

our ______________________ capacity.

One day we are all going to stand before God, and he is going to ask each of us
two questions:

• What did you do with my son, Jesus Christ?

• What did you do with what I gave you?

“If you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you
with the true riches of heaven?” (Luke 16:11 NLT)

18aTell them to use their money to do good . . . 19aby doing this they will
be storing up real treasure for themselves in heaven—it is the only safe
investment for eternity! (1 Timothy 6:18a, 19a LB)

The Prayer of Agur

Don’t let me be too poor or too rich. 
Give me just what I need. If I have too much to eat, 
I might forget about you; if I don’t have enough, 

I might steal and disgrace your name. 

Proverbs 30:8–9 (CEV)

Godliness with contentment is great gain. (1 Timothy 6:6 NIV)

A new definition of what it means to be wealthy:

A truly wealthy person is a person who is ________________________ with what he or
she has.

INTRODUCTION6

MANAGING OUR FINANCES GOD’S WAY



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 MINUTES

1. Did you know before this lesson that God has given us so many biblical
principles for our finances? How does this knowledge affect your attitude
toward God?

2. Look back at the wheel diagram in the lesson. Does God’s pattern make sense
to you? Does it surprise you that the world’s way and God’s way are exactly
opposite? Discuss those differences and how God’s way is in your best interest.

3. How content are you with your present financial situation? Contentment does
not mean having everything you want. It means being satisfied with—and
grateful for—what you have. 

4. What difference does it make when you consider that your money is on loan
from God? Where will your money go, and how will it be used, once you have
passed into eternity? 
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5. Rick reminded us that God wants us to love people and use money,
not the other way around. When we use our money for God, what is the
potential outcome? 

6. What does financial freedom look like from God’s perspective? How would you
live if you were financially free?

LIVING ON PURPOSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 MINUTES

Ministry

In the video, Rick talks about God’s five purposes for your life, one of which is
ministry. Think of an area of service God may be pointing you towards that lines
up with your life purpose. We realize this is a huge subject. Try to get started on it
while you’re together in this session. Be prepared to further discuss your answers
with your group at your next meeting.

PRAYER DIRECTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 MINUTES

As you close your meeting, each of you take turns praying brief prayers of
thanksgiving for what God has given you. After everyone has finished their prayers
of gratitude, then pray for each other’s prayer requests.
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PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE
Complete these assignments before your next meeting.

1. Review the verses in this lesson and ask God to give you his perspective on
money. If you have time, look up some of the other references to money and
possessions. Whatever your attitude has been up until now, whatever your
current financial situation, God wants to work through you for his eternal
purposes. The only thing stopping him is you. If you truly want financial
freedom, God’s way is the only way.

2. One of the most important ways to get control of our finances is to learn where
our money is going. It is also the first step toward putting together a spending
plan, which we will be doing in the coming weeks. Starting now, we are all
going to write down every financial transaction we make—every purchase
made, every bill paid, every dollar spent. Because holding on to receipts can
become cumbersome, some people find it helpful to carry a small pad in a
purse or car so it will always be handy for recording these transactions. On
page 13, there is a Transaction Record that you can use as well. Whatever your
system is, you need to know three things about every purchase you make: the
date, the exact amount, and what you purchased. Do this faithfully until the
next meeting, and then we will check in as a group to see how we did.

3. In his book, The Purpose Driven® Life, Rick Warren presents the concept of
SHAPE: Spiritual gifts, Heart (passions and interests), Abilities, Personality,
Experiences. Rick also said in today’s lesson, “God wants to do something of
eternal significance through your life.” As you consider that statement in light
of your God-given SHAPE, what do you think God’s vision might be for your
life? What do you think he would do through you if you were living in financial
freedom? Turn to page 14 where you will find space to capture your thoughts
and ideas throughout the week.
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WORKBOOK EXPLANATION

Each week there will be a financial assignment to complete as part of the
study. This workbook contains an explanation of the assignments, a
completed sample to assist you, and a blank worksheet for you to fill out. We
suggest you use pencil so you can easily make changes. If you are married,
please complete the forms with your spouse.

Though we will not ask you to show this information to the group, we will
ask you to discuss how the assignment went each week. It is important to
you, and to the group as a whole, that you faithfully complete this work.

There are also additional copies of the forms in the back of the workbook,
perforated so you can easily remove them and make photocopies. Students
of this study are authorized to make photocopies of the forms for their
personal use, but for no other purpose.

The CD-ROM located in the back of this workbook contains many helpful
items. All the forms in the workbook are also in electronic form on the disc,
along with a debt repayment calculator, screen saver, money scriptures (2,350
verses about finances), and much more. The benefit of using the electronic
worksheets is that the calculations will be done automatically for you.
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TRANSACTION RECORD

One of the most important ways to get control of our finances is to learn
where our money is going. It is also the first step toward putting together a
Spending Plan, which we will be doing in the coming weeks. Starting now,
record your income and spending for 30 days. This will help you more
accurately determine what you are actually earning and where it is going. 

Write down every financial transaction you make—every check deposited,
every purchase made, every bill paid, every dollar spent. Because holding on
to receipts can become cumbersome, some people find it helpful to carry a
small pad in a purse or car so it will always be handy for recording these
transactions, while others may choose to record them in their PDA. On page
13, and in the back of your workbook, there is a Transaction Record that you
can use as well. The Resource CD has a similar form, Spending Register, that
you can also print out to record your transactions. Whatever your system is,
you need to know three things about every purchase you make: (1) the date;
(2) the exact amount; and, (3) what you purchased.

If you would like to work ahead, you can begin adding these transactions
into the Monthly Expenses worksheet on page 72. This will be an assignment
for a future lesson.



Managing Finances God’s Way – Practical Application Worksheet

Transaction Recordi
(If you desire to have a transaction/check register for your spending categories, please use this worksheet.)
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Check #Date Transaction Spending Category Deposit Withdrawal
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1/2/06 receipt Dinner with Bob and Carol Entertainment 54.29
1/6/06 1001 Discovery Card Debt Repayment 25.00
1/6/06 Cash Gum Groceries 1.95
1/6/06 ATM Cash Cash 100.00
1/10/06 ATM Roy’s (included $20.00 cash) Groceries 85.29
1/11/06 1002 Jefferson Mutual Mortgage 1,200.89
1/11/06 1003 Dusty Canyon Homeowners Association Housing 200.00
1/15/06 DEP Cell Phone Reimbursement Utilities 100.00



Managing Finances God’s Way – Practical Application Worksheet

Transaction Recordi
(If you desire to have a transaction/check register for your spending categories, please use this worksheet.)
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Check #Date Transaction Spending Category Deposit Withdrawal
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WHAT IS GOD’S VISION FOR MY LIFE?
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