
Birds will also need a place 
to preen their feathers after 
bathing.  By placing the bath in a 
moderate distance to a tree, 
shrub or any other perching area 
you have, the birds to have 
something close to fly to, post 
bath.  You don't want to place it 
too close to the shrubs, predators 
such as cats could be lurking 
there. 

    Sometimes fresh, clean water     
is all it takes to make a bird's day. 
And it makes our day to see the 
birds enjoying it. A birdbath brings 
great happiness to a home. It's one 
of the easiest ways to bring birds up 
close, where the whole family can 
get a really good look and enjoy 
their beauty. Adding a bird bath to 
your garden not only helps the birds, 
but may attract some birds you 
wouldn't usually see at the feeders.  
Tanagers, and different kinds of 
Thrushes may surprise you, maybe 
even an Indigo Bunting. 

Where should a birdbath be 
located?

Birds need a place to preen their 
feathers after bathing. Cats like to 
lie in wait beneath shrubbery or 
behind a concealing object and then 
pounce on the birds when they're 
wet and can't fly well. So put your 
birdbath at least five to ten feet 
from such hiding places. Give the 
birds a chance to see the cat 
coming. The ideal location is under 
some branches that hang down 
within two or three feet of the bath. 
A wet bird can flutter a few feet up 
to the safety of the leaves. Place 
the birdbath where you can see it 
from indoors. Maybe from your 
dining room or kitchen from the 
house, easy to clean, and somewhat 
safer from predators. Also locate 
your birdbath away from your 
feeding station, because seeds and 
droppings would soil the water 
quickly. Change the water every few 
days, or even every day in hot 
weather.
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Charcoal Low Plume Birdbath    
BB-LP-2

"Lily Leaf" 
Pedestal Bird Bath

GRD-BA01282

"Antique Bronze" 
Pedestal Bird Bath  

GRD-BA01281

Adding a water wiggler
Water Wigglers are a key feature 
to your birdbath.
The continuous movement of 
water not only attracts birds, but 
also prevents mosquitoes from 
laying their eggs.  
If you're changing the water 
frequently you won't need to 
worry about mosquito larvae.

Water Wiggler 
W/Light

API-7WW

Solar Water 
Wiggler

API-8WW

Birdwatching Tips
Look for juvenile birds visiting the 
feeders and birdbaths. Their clumsy 
behaviors provide comical viewing.  
Juveniles are also learning to sing, so 
don’t be surprised if you hear some 
goofy variations of typical songs.  Also 
note that the plumage of juvenile birds 
differs from adults.

Battling the Grackles
You’ve likely noticed the Common 
Grackle in your yard (the blackbird with 
the bad attitude and a slight blue color).  
These birds tend to mob the feeders and 
scare away other birds. To battle these 
birds, try the following feed and 
feeder strategies: 

Feed - Safflower - Safflower - Safflower!  
We sell a lot of safflower in the summer 
as the Grackles can’t easily crack 
open the sturdy white safflower seeds 
due to their beak shape.  
Bonus! 
Squirrels  don’t like it either!
Feeders - Cages and 
Weighted Perches! 
You can fill these feeders 
with whatever seed you 
want and not worry about those marauding 
birds!

Keep your seed dry
Hot, humid summer weather creates the 
potential for mold. “Molds is fatal to birds,” 
We suggests filling feeders halfway in 
summer and refilling frequently, instead of 
packing feeders full so the seed sits for 
long periods. If you find mold on your seed, 
get rid of it. Use our Feeder Fresh which 
keeps the feeders and seeds clean and dry.

PRODUCT OF THE 
MONTH

 Decorative Stone Owls
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URBAN NATURE STORE - FUN FEATHER FACTS

American Goldfinch 
on Sunflower

1,000 - 2,000 seeds

Yellow-rumped 
Warbler

$200 INSTANT 
REBATE
All Zeiss Conquest HD Series!    

Great Binoculars for bird 
watching!

Prices are Discounted. No Coupon 
Needed.  Valid unitl August 31,2020

Cat Bird

American Robin

Male Oriole

This is the amount of seeds one sunflower head can contain.  Though currently there’s a market shortage 
on sunflower and prices have recently increased, don’t worry about the forecast for the fall harvest; it 
looks really good and we expect prices to level back out.  Keep an eye out for the best and cleanest 
sunflower seed booking in town at Songbird Station.  Come in and lock in your seed prices at the lowest 
rates around!

Catbird Song
The Gray Catbird’s long song may last for up to 10 minutes. The male Gray Catbird uses his loud song to 
proclaim his territory. He uses a softer version of the song when near the nest or when a bird intrudes on 
his territory. The female may sing the quiet song back to the male. The oldest known Gray Catbird was at 
least 17 years, 11 months old. 

80%
The Yellow-rumped Warbler is able to digest 80% of wax-coated berries (such as bayberries) and 
is capable of wintering farther north than any other Warbler.  Male Yellow-rumped Warblers tend to 
forage higher in trees than females do.  Keep an eye out for these Warblers as they usually arrive here 
around the fall months. 

American Robin
American Robin is one of the first birds to sing in the morning and is one of the last to be heard at night. 
American robins have exceptionally keen eyesight that allows them to see the tiny disturbances in the soil 
that indicate where worms are moving and also use their senses of hearing and touch as part of their 
hunting as well. The oldest recorded American Robin was 13 years and 11 months old.

Orioles
Orioles average about 7 inches long, similar in size to red-wined blackbirds and a good 1 to 3 inches 
shorter than robins. Adult males are much more brightly colored than females, but the males don’t get 
their brilliant plumage until their second year. Five fruits you’ll often see them munching are raspberries, 
crabapple, grapes, mulberries, cherries and grape jelly jam. It usually takes female orioles about a week to 
build a nest, but in bad weather, it can take as long as 15 days.

Cardinals
Cardinals get their bright colors from the pigments found in berries and other plant materials in their diet. 
Cardinals will breed 2 or 3 times per summer. They will usually encourage their chicks away 10 days 
after hatching. Male cardinals molt in early fall after the breeding season is over. Cardinal eggs 
have an incubation period of 11 to 13 days. During the incubation period, the female cardinal will stay with 
the eggs and the male will bring her food. Both male and female cardinals otherwise maintain their 
bright color throughout the year.  An average cardinal measures about 8 inches in length.

Northern Cardinals

Urban Nature Store Promotions

BOOK OF THE 
MONTH 
Halton Hills - Waterloo/Guelph

Loops & Lattes Hiking Guide
Great book comes in many series.

*Available in all 7 store locations




