
Now that warmer weather is finally here, I 
would like to offer some tips on making your 
yard an inviting haven for our songbirds.  
The most important things to start with are 
clean feeders and bird baths.  Bird feeders 
and baths can be cleaned with one part 
bleach or vinegar to 9 parts hot water. Make 
sure that all old seeds are brushed out of the 
feeders before beginning.  After washing, 
rinse both the bath and feeders thoroughly 
with hot water and air dry the feeders before 
refilling.  Feeders that are visited on a regular 
basis should be cleaned every two weeks, 
especially hopper and tray feeders.  
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Small Hopper Bird Feeder 
With Metal Roof

Recycled 3Qt 4-Sided 
Hopper Feeder

Cedar Tray 
Platform Feeder

Hummingbird and Oriole feeders should be 
cleaned every time the food (grape jelly/
fruit) or nectar is refreshed.  By keeping 
feeders and bird baths clean we are doing 
our part to ensure the health and safety of 
our feathered friends. Seed storage is 
another important thing to consider in the 
summer.  Heat and humidity can cause 
seeds to go moldy, so it is important to store 
your seed in a dry, cool place.  Garage 
storage is not recommended. If storage 
space is a problem, consider purchasing 
seeds in smaller quantities. 

Seed will also stay fresh if stored in a freezer. If you notice any mould or 
unpleasant odours in your birdseed, discard it immediately.  Rake up any fallen 
seeds under  feeders on a weekly basis as they can become contaminated from 
bird droppings, rain, heat and humidity. You may choose to use smaller feeders in 
the spring and summer months to ensure the seeds stay fresh.  If your feeder has a 
large seed capacity, I would recommend only filling it half way.

Bird baths also require our attention and should be refilled daily when the weather 
is hot.  When watering your flowers, you can hose down the bird bath and refill 
with fresh water. A bird bath brush comes in very handy for this to remove any 
seeds or bird droppings in the bath.  When the weather turns very warm you can 
refresh the water in the late afternoon as well.  The birds will appreciate this!

Bird Berry Jelly, 20oz

by Jane Paradis

Small Panorama Bird Feeder The Cutest Chickadee Feeder

Sweet-Nectar Hummingbird Nectar 
Concentrate 1.5 L

If you decide to offer more than one bird bath, have a look at our garden varieties 
which have shorter pedestals.  Birds naturally search for water close to the ground, 
so you might be surprised how many will choose to drink and bathe from baths 
situated in this way. The depth of a bird bath is also something to take into 
account.  If your bird bath is deeper than two inches, you will want to place stones 
in the bottom to help  small birds to feel comfortable and safe.  Another 
consideration would be the addition of a solar powered bird bath bubbler or 
fountain.  The sound of water is a great way to attract birds who aren’t regulars to 
our feeders… a little trick to attract more species to our yards and gardens.  

Fibre-Clay Bird Bath, 
Red Finish

Backyard Essentials Solar 
Birdbath Bubbler

Polyresin Birdbath, 
Antique Gold

I hope these tips will help you attract a variety of the lovely species of birds 
visiting our locales over the spring and summer months as well as the ones we 
enjoy year round.
Happy Birding!

Allied Precision Solar Water 
Wiggler



Product Of The Month Book Of The Month
Feed the Birds - Chris EarleyAll Vortex Viper HD 

Spotting Scopes & 
Binoculars 

If you just started bird 
watching, vortex is the brand 
to choose!

• GlassPak binocular case
• GlassPak case harness
• Rainguard eyepiece cover
• Tethered objective lens cover
• Comfort neck strap
• Lens cloth

• Identify 196 Common
North American Birds

• Includes identification
guides, a range maps,
information on bird seeds
and natural food
preferences, and behaviors.

• Excellent reference guide
for beginners who just
started bird watching &
feeding.

Vortex Viper HD 15-45x65 
Angled Spotting Scope

TIPS ON ATTRACTING ORIOLES AND HUMMINGBIRDS
Orioles and hummingbirds are welcome 
visitors to our yards and gardens in the 
spring, and will be arriving soon!  We can 
expect to see them in late April or early 
May.  The Ruby-throated hummingbird is 
the only hummingbird we see in Eastern 
North America.  Baltimore Orioles, also 
known as Northern Orioles, as well as 
Orchard Orioles are familiar guests in our 
region.

Ruby-Throated Hummingbird 
by Candi-foltz

Male Baltimore Oriole
By Gary Mueller

If you are trying to attract these birds to 
your garden, it’s important to make sure 
that the feeders are visible, and not hidden 
in trees and shrubs.  Hanging them from a 
pole system, shepherd's hook, or a bracket 
on a post is best.  We suggest setting the 
table for their arrival by the third week in 
April.  You can always put the feeders out 
empty, just make sure you have everything 
ready to go once they arrive. You can 
welcome orioles with a variety of feeders as 
they like to choose from a diverse menu.  
Their favourite foods include nectar, grape 
jelly, oranges, red grapes (cut in half is 
best), mealworms and fruit flavoured suet.  
Nectar can be made with ¼ cup plain white 
table sugar to 1 cup boiling water.  Stir to 
dissolve the sugar and cool.  You may also 
purchase powdered or ready-to-use nectar.  
There are many styles of oriole feeders to 
choose from to accommodate their various 
food preferences! 

Separate feeders are available for nectar, jelly, oranges, suet, and mealworms, or 
you can choose the Ultimate Oriole Feeder which provides areas for nectar, grape 
jelly and fruit.

12 oz. Oriolefest Bird Feeder
BCH-NP1009

Ultimate Oriole Feeder
SE-905

Fruit and Jelly Oriole Feeder
SE-RUBFJF

There’s nothing like watching a hummingbird dart through your garden in search of 
colourful tubular shaped flowers. They are especially drawn to red, pink and orange 
flowers.  Hummingbirds are also attracted to hummingbird nectar feeders.  These 
little jewels are used to feeding close to the ground, so their feeders can be placed 
on shorter hooks in gardens or planters.  Window feeders are another option if you 
want to see them up close!  Hummingbirds are very territorial, so if you can place a 
few feeders out of sight of each other, you may have the opportunity to view more 
than one hummingbird family! The most functional feeders for hummingbirds are 
saucer shaped models that include an ant moat.   It’s important to keep their nectar 
fresh, so filling a hummingbird feeder to the brim isn’t necessary.  Their tongues 
are twice as long as their beaks, so you don’t need to worry if the nectar isn’t filled 
to the top.  Once you notice the nectar has become cloudy in hummingbird and 
oriole feeders, it’s time to refresh.  

If you’d like to see hummingbirds even more, consider adding a hummingbird 
swing close to their feeder.  They will happily perch on these to rest… and defend 
their feeders. It’s also important to provide water for these beauties, so a birdbath 
or mister would be a welcome addition. Orioles will stay in our locales until late 
August or early September before they begin their migration south.  Hummingbirds 
are sometimes seen as late as early October, so you will want to leave a feeder up 
for the hummers migrating from further north until Thanksgiving.

I’m looking forward to welcoming them back!
Happy Birding!  

Vortex Viper HD 10x42 
VOR-V201

Vortex HD Binocular Includes

Aspects Hummzinger HighView Excel 
Feeder 16 oz.

The Gem Window 
Hummingbird Feeder

Droll Yankees Happy Eight 2 
Hummingbird Feeder

by Jane Paradis



Urban Nature Store Wild Bird Seed Guide
The birds of spring and summer are here to join our feathered friends we enjoy feeding year round.  

Here is a list of birds who visit our backyards, whether they are winter, summer, or permanent residents.  
We can offer seeds, sugar water, and fruit to enhance their feeding regime.  Birds eat a variety of insects and 
other natural food sources as major parts of their diets.

Bluebird - mealworms, small chunks of apples and pears, diced berries, some seed such as sunflower hearts. 

Blue Jay - whole peanuts, peanut halves, black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, cracked corn, whole corn. 

Cardinal - safflower, millet, black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, peanut halves.

Catbird - grape jelly, suet.

Cedar Waxwing - diced ripe berries.

Chickadee - black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, peanut halves, suet, safflower to a small degree.

Cowbird - black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, white millet, peanut halves.

Downy and Hairy Woodpecker - peanut halves, black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, fine sunflower, finch and 

friends, suet. 

Goldfinch - nyjer, finch and friends, sunflower hearts

Gray Jay - black oil sunflower, safflower, whole and half peanuts, suet, raisins, berries, mealworms, carrion 

Grackles - black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, suet, peanut halves

House Finch and Purple Finch - safflower, black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, white millet

House Sparrow - black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, finch and friends, millet

House Wren - black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, suet

Hummingbird, Ruby-throated - sugar water, ripened bananas to encourage fruit flies

Indigo Bunting - sunflower hearts, nyjer, finch and friends, millet

Junco - sunflower hearts, white millet, finch and friends, peanut halves

Mockingbird - suet, raisins, apples slices

Mourning Dove - safflower, sunflower hearts, white millet

Northern Flicker - suet, black oil sunflower, peanut halves

White-Breasted and Red-Breasted Nuthatch - peanut halves, suet, sunflower hearts, black oil sunflower 

Baltimore Oriole - Sugar water, grape jelly, oranges, red grapes, suet

Pileated Woodpecker - suet, mealworms, whole peanuts, peanut halves, black oil sunflower

Pine Siskin - nyjer, finch and friends, sunflower hearts, black oil sunflower

Common Redpoll - black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, finch and friends, suet

Scarlet Tanager - grapes, oranges, apple slices

Red-winged Blackbird - Black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, peanut halves, suet, finch and friends, 

fine sunflower hearts. 

Robin - mealworms, grape jelly, grapes, apples, berries

Sparrows: American Tree, White-throated, White-crowned, Song Sparrows - white millet, sunflower hearts, 

finch and friends, fine sunflower 

Tufted Titmouse - black oil sunflower, sunflower hearts, peanut halves, suet

Wild Turkey - black oil sunflower, cracked corn, white millet
By Jane Paradis 
Urban Nature Store 
Brand Ambassador www.UrbanNatureStore.ca



Enjoying the outdoors - The weather is warming up, and we are spending more time outside. If your Mom, Dad, or 
grandparents are gardeners, you may want to get out and enjoy it with them. Now, you can have your own kid-sized 

garden tools, wheelbarrow, and sun hats to wear. We have audio books which identify backyard birds and their songs. You 
can paint your own flower pots or stepping stones to put in your garden, too. Come see our kits that include everything you 

need to make them just the way you like.  Drop by to any Urban Nature Store location or shop online 
www.UrbanNatureStore.ca for fun outdoor and indoor toys for kids of all ages. 

PUZZLE TIME
The girl wants to help her grandma by watering the flowers in her 

garden, but she can’t find them. Can you help her find her 
grandma’s flowers by showing her the way through the maze? 

Magnifying Bug Viewer
TS-9062

Log Cabin Birdhouse 
LCT-909

The Little Book of Backyard Bird Songs
9781770857445

4M Volcano Making Kit
TS-3431

1. Join Urban Nature Rewards Program (Non-member) or
2. Update Your Profile (Existing Member)

3. Entry Deadline June 30th, 2022, Winners will be announced on  Monday, July 4th. 2022

Drop by any Urban Nature Store Locations to participate in this Contest!

Kids Corner & Fun Facts

Urban Nature Store FUN FACTS

Join or update your profile contest 
Chance to WIN Droll Yankee Flipper 

1 Winner will be chosen!
In-store Promotion Contest Details 

4 x 30 Kids' Binocular
TS-6918

• Songbirds help people by eating insects that harm plants and
trees. Songbirds can eat as many as 300 insects in a day!

• Hummingbirds have about 940 feathers while tundra swans
have about 25,200, most of which are on their heads and
necks.

• Some woodpeckers’ tongues extend up to four times the
length of their bill.

• If you hear 10-15 different birds singing in your garden but
there’s only one bird in the tree, a mockingbird might be the
cause. They have an impressive range of songs: between 50
and 200 songs.

• Many songbirds migrate to Mexico or other warm places
during the winter.

• In addition to insects, songbirds eat fruit, nuts and seeds.
• Songbirds build nests out of grass, yarn, mud, straw or other

materials.
• Songbirds can perch, or hang onto, branches.

Did you know?
A hummingbird beats its wings 53 times per second! 

Hummingbird nests are very small and can resemble a knot in 
a tree.   Their eggs are the size of jelly beans.  The oldest 

living hummingbird on record was 9 years, and 1 month old.




