
Many North American birds
nest in “cavities” holes in

trees of fence posts.  Although
some birds, such as woodpeckers, can
chisel their own holes with their
heavy, sharp bills; other cavity-
nesters, including the House Wren
shown here, must find suitable holes
for nesting.  Unfortunately, suitable
nest cavities can be hard to find in
much of North America.  One reason
is that House Sparrows and European
Starlings, which were introduced here
form Europe, also nest in cavities.
These aggressive birds often displace
native species from the few natural
cavities that exist.  Another reason for
the cavity shortage is that land uses
have changed in this century.  

You Can Help
One way to solve the nest-site

shortage is to provide artificial cavi-
ties, also known as birdhouses or nest
boxes.  More than 50 species of birds
– including Bluebirds, Kestrels, Owls,
Titmice, Chickadees, Nuthatches,
Wrens, Tree Swallows, and
Woodpeckers – will use nest boxes.
Nest boxes have helped boost popula-
tions of many cavity-nesting bird

species whose numbers were declining.  
For example, both Wood Ducks and 

Eastern Bluebirds recently have made 
dramatic comebacks, (see page 2 in Bird 

Homes Book for more info on 
Bluebirds).

A nest box on your property will 
provide a valuable home for birds and 
enjoyable bird watching for you.

  Come in and we will help you 
figure out which birds you can attract 
to your yard and what’s the best 
way and place to mount your 
nesting boxes.  By attracting Nesting 
birds you’ll enjoy the sites of 
parents and young in your yard.

Don’t Stop Feeding Now
Springtime is a most important time 

to feed your backyard birds.  There are 
few other food choices, since winter 
supplies in the wild have run out. 
Other natural food is scarce because 
seeds mature in the fall.  If you’re 
worried about seed mess or sprouting, 
use our popular Sunflower hearts. 
Deshelled seeds –every bits is eaten 
and seeds that drop can’t sprout.

Spring also can be a time of unpre-
dictable weather.  Even though the 
days might be warm, it can get quite 
cold at night or an unseasonable storm 
can blanket in ice or snow.  Birds need 
to eat in order to stay warm.

Feeding this time of year is 
very helpful for mommy birds.  

By feeding during the Spring & 
Summer months you have the 
opportunity to watch their most inter-
esting activities – mating, nesting and 
raising their young. 

Spring and summer feeding also is 
an environmentally safe way to con-
trol insects in the garden.  Wrens, 
Phoebes and Flickers will consume 
caterpillars, ants and mosquitoes, 
reducing the need to use commercial 
insecticides.

You’ve worked hard to attract the 
birds into your yard, so enjoy the 
results.  Sit on your deck and watch 
birds bring their young to the feeders 
for the first time.  Observe a nesting 
robin as it incubates its eggs, and wait 
for signs of activity at the wren house 
that indicates a new brood has 
hatched. Set Back and Enjoy!!

Which North American Bird 
feeds its young the most 

frequently?
A. House Wren
B. Tufted Titmouse
C. Junco
D. Hortence the Harried Hawk

Answer: A.  The House Wren.  A male lost its
mate when the chicks were 12 days of age
returned to the nest 1,217 times within a 16.25-
hour period of time, an average of one nest visit
every 47 seconds.  (Whew, aren’t you glad you
never had to get up that often to feed your baby
in the middle of the night.)
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• What do I feed martins to attract
them?

Nothing!  Purple martins eat only fly-
ing insects.  They will not come to your
feeder, birdbath or fountain.
• How high should the pole be?

From 10 to 15 feet high and martins
will take residence.  Years ago it was
believed that the pole should be at least 18
feet high.  The ideal is to have it high
enough for the birds to be comfortable but
low enough for us to enjoy them.  There
have been cases where a house was only
five feet off the ground and had plenty of
martins.  Our poles will extend to 15 feet
and telescope down to five feet for clean-
ing and maintenance.
• Is it too late to put up a house this
year?

No!  Anytime is a good time to install a 
martin house.  Even if the birds have been 
around for awhile, they see the house and 
chances of a good colony increase for the 
next year.  If you put it up too late for the 
current season they will come back next 
year and possibly nest.  Normal arrival 
time is April 1–May 1 for Ontario. 
Remember, new houses are occupied by 
SYA (second-year adult) martins and they 
migrate two to six weeks later!!
• I had birds a few years ago, but they
don’t seem to come around anymore.
Are there as many martins as there
used to be?

Yes, even more.  Possibly you have a
wooden house.  Because of the heat fac-
tor, birds favor the cooler aluminum
house.  The characteristics of aluminum
cause heat to dissipate, which keeps the
compartments cooler.  Wood is an insula-
tor and adsorbs rays of the sun, making
the house very hot during the long sum-
mer.  The survival rate is much better in
aluminum houses versus wooden struc-
tures.  The lack of martin activity around
your house may be from trees growing
too close to the house.  Trim the limbs at
least 25 feet from the house but preferably
40 feet.  If there is a possibility of a snake
visit to your house, it can affect the birds
for as long as 5 years.  Wash the house
with soap or vinegar rinse well to remove
the smell of the snake.
• How can I keep the sparrows out of
the martin house?

Wildlife conservationists ask us to do
everything we can to eliminate English
sparrows.  They were not native to this
country and should never have been
brought here.  Sparrows are extremely
prolific and persistent with nest building.
You need to be persistent with nest

removal.  We make it easy to remove
them from the house by providing:  
1. Telescoping poles to lower the house

to eye level.
2. Hinged doors to open and clean the

nests out easily.  We offer a
Compartment Sparrow Trap for Trio
Houses.

3.

4.

Door plugs to close the compartments
for winter, when the martins are in
South America. We have door
plugs for all types of houses.
We also sell a very good sparrow trap
which has a three chambers – two for
capturing the birds and one used as a
holding cage until you have time to
humanely eliminate them.  We recom-
mend lowering the house every 7 to
10 days for sparrow removal.  The
idea is to allow time for the sparrow
to lay its eggs.  If you take the nest out
too early, the sparrow will go else-
where to lay the eggs and raise its
young.  Remember that the sparrow is
treacherous and will do great harm to
the young martins by pecking their
eyes out and other cruel things.  The
martin nest will be flat, generally no
higher than the threshold and will
have leaves and possibly mud around
the entrance.  The sparrow nest will
completely fill the compartment and
have a little hole leading to the back
of the nest where they lay their eggs.
Generally, the sparrow nest is made
of straw, grass pieces, feathers and
bits of paper, etc.  The sparrow egg is
smaller than a martin egg, and is
brown speckled.

• What is the life cycle of the fledglings?
Martins will nest only one time per

year in the spring, and nesting begins a 
few weeks after arrival.  They lay from 1 
to 6 eggs in a clutch, but normally average 
four eggs per nest.  Incubation for martin 
eggs is usually 16 days.  From hatchling 
to fledgling is normally 28 days.  The par-
ents will continue to feed fledglings for 
about two more weeks, or until they are 
able to catch food for themselves.  Young 
birds continue to return to the nest site 
each night until they leave for the migra-
tory flight to South America.  A good 
percentage will come back to the same 
house each year.  
• Will I get martins immediately if I put
up a house?

It is possible if you have the right con-
ditions for them.  Also, if you are in an
area that is already attracting them, your
chances are greater.  Sometimes it takes a
season or two to begin attracting them.
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The Most-asked Questions about Purple Martins

Flock of Purple Martin's

Make sure you have clearance from tree 
limbs before erecting your house.  We’ve 
found that playing the Dawn Song CD or 
tape from the Purple Martin Conservation 
Association is a good way to attract 
martins to a new home! We have 
them at Urban Nature Store. We also 
have found the purple martins decoys 
to work very well in attracting 
martins. The Dawn Song CD and Martin 
Decoys work like a duck call and 
decoys only in this case you enjoy the 
martin’s - not shoot them.

The Little Book of Woodland Bird Songs
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