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No of Rides: 21

Miles coveRed: 720 

HeigHt (ft gaiN): 52,981

loNgest Ride: 67

HigHligHt:  
aRRival daY, suNNY  
67 Mile solo Ride

low poiNt:  
it’s all good so faR

seRvice / RepaiRs 
caRRied out:  
Just lots of tlc 
duRiNg tHe wiNteR 
MoNtHs

upgRades Made:  
Mavic ZxelliuM slR 
pedals & Raceblades 
foR wiNteR

We originally reviewed the 2014 Enigma Excel 
back in RIDE #02 and fell in love with it in a 
very quickly.   
   We’re lucky enough to ride a range of bikes, but 
were only too aware that riding a bike for one or 
two weeks is very different from owning one. 
They say when you buy titanium, you buy for 
life. This isn’t going to be a bike that you trade in 
or upgrade for a new colour or the latest craze– 
this is something that will stay with you for years 
and years, so it’s best to get it right.     
   The 2015 Excel 1.3 delivered (Enigma’s 
flagship model) had Dura Ace group set with 
Mavic Kysrium SLR wheelset which we already 
know to be a superb performing all round wheel. 
It’s a perfect specification being high quality and 
fully usable, whilst not being fussy or flash. It’s 
the perfect addition to extract as much as we can 
from the smooth and purposeful frame. At just 
over 7kg this is still a relatively light bike, make 
no mistake.  
   So, obviously we wanted to know what they 
had changed for this new model? A few in our 
office jokingly questioned whether it was 
possible to improve on the last bike! So the low 
down is – the tubes of the main triangle now use 
a new and improved 6AL 4V high strength 
super-tough titanium alloy and a 44mm head 
tube has been added to give this the frame race 
level power transfer thus achieving improved 
acceleration. Fear not the added race 
performance does not mean you have to 
compromise of comfort and smoothness, this 
bike really delivers on both performance and 
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quality of ride. It’s quick, nimble and agile taking 
little encouragement to accelerate out of bends 
and into rises. There is no mistaking that its 
trump card is in the cruise though. It is sublimely 
comfortable, and seems to suit my style of riding 
perfectly where I want to press on and cover the 
miles, but I’m not particularly interested in 
racing anyone (well, not normally). 
   This is the first time I’ve spent any real time 
with titanium, at just over 2 months of riding, 
I’m hooked. It’s a ride and feeling that you 
become accustomed too and grow into. Yes, you 
very occasionally hanker for a lightweight 
carbon whip – but on 90% of rides, I wouldn’t 
swap the Excel for anything – and that’s a lot to 
say.  
   I would not be exaggerating when I say it to 
date I cannot fault the Excel whatsoever. We 
don’t want this to be an advert, because it isn’t, 
but I find myself riding longer and longer and on 
more varied routes. My climbing has noticeably 
improved, living in North Yorkshire it’s pretty 
hard to avoid hills and at times in the past I’d 
found myself avoiding certain climbs on certain 
days, I now embrace them, the 2015 model still 
has a great eagerness to climb as its predecessor 
did.  
   As for the aesthetics of the bike, last year’s 
Excel blew us away with its polished finish, 
however a year on and here before us stands this 
bead brushed frame with mirror polished logos. 
On several rides out now I’ve been asked about 
the bike and had many remarks about its subtle 
good looks, the Mavic wheels obviously add to 

the stealth finish along with the black Enigma 
fork. However if subtle styling is not your 
preference and you’re after something more 
noticeable or perhaps personal then fear not, as 
you probably already know Enigma have a state 
of the art paintworks department where they 
offer custom design to suit your own personal 
taste.   
   It’s fair to say I’ve never looked after a test bike 
so well, I won’t lock it away after a winter ride 
without a full valet, where as in the past I might 
have opted for a hot shower and drink, leaving 
the bike for the following day. I can only liken it 
to owning my first car, it’s just a bike I take a lot 
of pride in owning, even if only on relatively 
short term basis.  
   I’ve enjoyed the last couple of months with the 
Excel all be it in its winter get up with race blades 
and lights donned, but I’m now looking forward 
to Spring, so I can get the bike back to its bare 
bones and start throwing it into some corners to 
see what its really made of.
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