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Dorothy Hewett published many collections of poetry, novels, plays, numerous articles and short stories 
in her lifetime. She spent her childhood on her family’s remote wheat and sheep farm in Wickepin, 
Western Australia. While completing an arts degree at the University of Western Australia in the 1940s, 
she also began publishing poetry and journalism and joined the Communist Party of Australia. Literature, 
theatre and politics became the great themes of a life lived in Perth, Sydney, and the Blue Mountains 
of New South Wales.
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Wild Card
An Autobiography 1923-1958 
Dorothy Hewett

On the 10th anniversary of her death, the autobiography of Dorothy Hewett (1923–2002) is being 
re-published for a new generation of readers and long-term fans alike.

Frequently referred to as the ‘grande dame of Australian literature’, Dorothy Hewett is one of the 
greatest Australian writers of her generation.

Tracing the personal and political metamorphoses of her first thirty-five years, Wild Card reveals the 
extraordinary character of a woman who challenged sexual and political conventions.

After university, several failed love affairs, an attempted suicide and a major poetry prize, Dorothy 
Hewett joined the Australian Communist party in 1945. Four years later she left her husband and 
moved to Redfern, Sydney with her lover, a boilermaker.

In combining the passions of her life with her power as a writer she created this classic of people, 
place and political history. Wild Card includes photos of her life, from childhood onwards.

Shortlisted for 2012 ABIA Small Publisher of the Year, UWA Publishing’s commitment to keeping 
classic Australian authors in print includes this new edition of Wild Card, as well as Selected Poems 
of Dorothy Hewett (2010) and Selected Prose of Dorothy Hewett (2011). 

Dorothy Hewett’s daughter Kate Lilley will appear in a session at the 2012 Sydney Writers Festival,  
‘Dorothy Hewett Remembered’ on Friday 18 May.
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