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Vulnerability and Exposure 
Footballer scandals, masculine identity and ethics

Vulnerability and Exposure presents a critical investigation of contemporary masculine team sports and 
football scandals and their relationship with gendered cultures, institutions and identity norms.

Viewing topics similar to those explored in Anna Krien’s Night Games through a scholarly lens, Rob Cover 
draws on reports of AFL off-field scandals over the past decade, critically examining cases of sexual assault, 
illicit drug use and binge drinking, homophobia, violence and other controversial behaviours that have become 
norms in the reporting of sportsplayers’ off-field lives.

Exploring the question of what would constitute a more ethical Australian Rules football culture and footballer, 
Cover develops an approach to ethics by showing that footballers are well-placed to see the vulnerability of 
others through their own vulnerability to injury, career breaks and loss of reputation.

Cover’s argument begins with the idea that footballer scandals emerge from continuity between on-field play 
and off-field behaviours and that this needs to be better understood if we are to avoid future scandals.

Providing an overview of the broader social context, Cover also identifies the cultural factors significant in the 
production of the contemporary footballer identity, and the ways in which these identities are constructed, 
performed and reported on.

UWA Publishing

35 Stirling Highway, Crawley 
Western Australia 6009
www.uwap.uwa.edu.au

MEDIA ENQUIRIES
INTERVIEWS * EXTRACTS * IMAGES * REVIEW COPIES are available 
please contact KIRI FALLS of UWA Publishing
tel:  08 6488 6806 or 0428 136 847
kiri.falls@uwa.edu.au

ISBN 9781742586496 
$39.99 pb 320 pages


