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June 2018 New Release from UWA Publishing

BROKEN GROUND
Steve Armstrong
9781742589855

Borrowing from the title of his Bruce Dawe prize-winning poem, Steve Armstrong’s wonderful first 
collection is ‘a cracked and weathered prayer’. These are questing, generous poems, filled with grace and 
vulnerability, and reading them is like taking a walk through a magical and yet familiar landscape, a walk 
haunted by memory, grief, longing and hope. Highly recommended. 
– Lisa Brockwell

The intimate territory Armstrong walks attends to the wider world—in particular, wild country, forest and 
field, river and ridge. But also the suburbs, the kitchen, the realms of the everyday. He writes the places in 
themselves, and he writes them as analogues, metaphors, for the geographies of the self. His is a poetry of 
landscape, desire, memory, love, lust and loss. Of delight and dilemma. He is a diviner. From the broken 
ground he draws the sacred. 
– Mark Tredinnick

Steve Armstrong lives in Newcastle, where he runs his own practice as as a counsellor/coach, when he’s not 
writing. He won the Bruce Dawe Poetry Prize 2015 and has shortlisted for other major prizes, including 
the Ron Pretty Poetry Prize, Australian Catholic University Poetry Prize, and the Newcastle Poetry Prize. 
His poems can be found in Notes for Translators, 2012 (ASM); Australian Love Poems, 2013 (Inkerman & 
Blunt); A Slow Combusting Hymn: Poetry from and about Newcastle and the Hunter Region, 2014 (ASM); 
and Metamorphic: 21st Century Poets Respond to Ovid, 2017 (Recent Work Press).

SATAN REPENTANT 
Michael Aiken 
9781742589770

A tour de force. Michael Aiken, like Milton, Blake and Mary Shelley before him, has created a language, 
entirely free of place and time, in which to take on dramatically, and with great intelligence and wit, some 
of the abiding questions - moral, social, theological - at the centre of our culture.
-David Malouf

This long narrative poem, accessing the possibilities of a lyric essay, revisits the wasted potential of 
Lucifer’s character and redirects his fate. Reflecting on the limits of humanism, agnosticism, art-making 
and materiality, Aiken makes a violently beautiful case for eternity without dogma. As much Marvel comic 
as Miltonian epic, Satan Repentant is virtuosic in its command of line and syntax, its unstopping action of 
speech and drama. It is neither heroic nor tragic; with restrained, anachronistic shifts in register, and the 
most fantastic scenes of abject gore, Aiken drags us up and down the poorly lit goat tracks between Hell, 
Heaven, and Earth.
- Bonny Cassidy 

Michael Aiken is a writer living and working in Sydney, Australia. His first notable publication was as Vibewire 
young poet-in-residence in 2004. In 2015 his first book, A Vicious Example, was shortlisted for the NSW 
Premier’s Kenneth Slessor Prize for Poetry and the Dame Mary Gilmore Prize. He has worked as a security 
guard, shop assistant, television extra, telephone sales manager, musician, chicken catcher, arts reviewer, 
census collector, security risk assessor, freelance journalist, trades assistant, life model, community worker 
and labourer in concreting, bricklaying, roofing and diamond drilling. He holds degrees in English literature 
and international security, and minor qualifications in information technology, ornamental iron forging and 
thermal cutting and welding.
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ABORIGINAL COUNTRY
Lisa Bellear
Edited by Jen Jewel Brown 
9781742589756

Much of Lisa Bellear’s poetry is politics made eloquent. In Aboriginal Country many poems seem to spark 
with frustrated energy over Australia’s political crossed circuits regarding a treaty with our First Nations 
peoples – as promised by Prime Minister Hawke in 1988. Reading the title poem for the first time I was 
struck by its power. We are on Aboriginal Country in Australia. With subtle barbs she wakes us as to how 
the ‘ownership’ (via naming ‘rights’) of Australian public lands and monuments lauds absent white English 
royalty and ‘intrepid god fearing discoverers’. Yet in her closing lines the poet transforms this potential for 
bitterness into a moment of hushed respect for country.
- Jen Jewel Brown, Editor 

I am one of many Australians who never met Lisa Bellear, yet was shocked by her unexpected and tragic 
passing. These poems are her gift! In this collection the poems resonate her warrior spirit, and the spirit of 
Aboriginal Country, as was her wish.      
– Ali Cobby Eckermann, Nunga poet and writer

Lisa Bellear became a close friend when I studied and taught at Melbourne University from the mid-1990s. 
During that time she became renowned not only as a poet but also as a community photographer recording 
numerous events and people in the local Aboriginal community. Her sudden departure was a great shock to 
all who knew her, but she lives on in our memories because her poems and photographs are the powerful 
legacy she left us. 
– Dr Gary Foley, Associate Professor in History, Moondani Balluk, Victoria University

Jen Jewel Brown is a Melbourne cross-genre author, journalist and editor. Before instigating, collecting 
and editing Lisa Bellear’s Aboriginal Country, she co-edited Shelton Lea’s final collection Nebuchadnezzar 
(Black Pepper, 2005) with Gig Ryan.Jen won the 2006 Greater Dandenong Writing Awards Open Poetry 
Prize and the 2010 June Shenfield Poetry Award. Her poetry has appeared in Cordite, Going Down Swinging, 
Meanjin, Salt-Lick, The Age, Westerly and Best Australian Poems (Black Inc). Jen’s obituaries for Australian artists 
include Lisa Bellear and Jimmy Little. Jen has co-written a biography of Michael Hutchence with his sister 
Tina, coming out through Allen & Unwin in 2018.

MOONLIGHT ON OLEANDER
Prose Poems 
Paul Hetherington
9781742589862

Paul Hetherington has become a master of the prose poem form, creating intriguing yet hospitable pieces 
whose tonal, emotional and imaginative range are a delight. Each piece has been carefully wrought to 
become sharp and revelatory; his graceful cadences reach right into the heart of his subjects. This poet gives 
us substance, communion and an intense dialogue with the inner life. This is a superb collection.
—Judith Beveridge

In Paul Hetherington’s Moonlight on Oleander things, places and human relationships become densely present 
in the process of being thought forward into ghostliness, through long and loving habit. Sequential without 
being narrative, consequential without the clincher of rhyme, Hetherington’s forms of words, gathered into 
blocks, seem like a new, telling version of sparseness, ‘unworded by exertion’ in the great tenderness the 
poet hints at, but will not overstate; in the links made between old worlds and new. 
—Vahni Capildeo

Paul Hetherington has previously published 12 collections of poetry and six poetry chapbooks. He won the 
2014 Western Australian Premier’s Book Award (poetry) for Six Different Windows (UWAP, 2013) and the 
1996 Australian Capital Territory Book of the Year Award for Shadow Swimmer, and was shortlisted for 
the 2017 Kenneth Slessor Prize for Poetry in the New South Wales Premier’s Literary Awards for Burnt 
Umber (UWAP, 2016). He was a finalist in the 2018 international Aesthetica Creative Writing Competition 
(UK) and the 2017 international Bridport Prize Flash Fiction competition (UK); commended in the 2016 
Newcastle Poetry Prize, and shortlisted for the international 2016 Periplum Book Competition (UK). In 
2015-16 he undertook an Australia Council for the Arts Residency at the BR Whiting Studio in Rome and 
in 2012 he was awarded one of two places on the Australian Poetry Tour of Ireland. In 2002 he won a 
Chief Minister’s ACT Creative Arts Fellowship. His poems have been published in anthologies, journals, 
magazines and on websites, nationally and internationally. He is Professor of Writing in the Faculty of 
Arts and Design at the University of Canberra, head of the International Poetry Studies Institute (IPSI) and 
one of the founding editors of the international online journal Axon: Creative Explorations. He founded the 
International Prose Poetry Group in 2014.


