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TWO & SIXPENCE
A STUDENT CENTURY



I am very pleased to have been invited to write a 
foreword for the Guild Centenary Book.  The Student 
Guild has contributed greatly to The University of 
Western Australia in creating the highest quality 
experience for students.

I joined the University in March 1966, aged 21 and just 
married two days earlier, to study for a PhD in the 
Institute of Agriculture.  Soon after I arrived there was 
a Guild election.  Failing to vote meant that I was fined.  
At the University of Melbourne, where I had completed 
my undergraduate education, there was no  
compulsory voting.

Now, nearly 50 years later, I have a much greater 
understanding of the Student Guild and its great 
contribution to the life of the University.

A GUILD WITH A  
BROAD CANVAS 
PROFESSOR ALAN ROBSON



For the first 20 years of my life as an academic, I had 
relatively little to do with the Guild, except through the 
Agricultural Club.  For the second 20, as Deputy Vice-
Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor, however, I had a lot 
to do with the organisation.  In that 20 years we have 
had both compulsory and voluntary membership of 
the Guild, the Sports Association has been separated 
from the Guild, and in 1991 the Guild initiated the 
Excellence in Teaching Awards, and much more.  
Throughout my time at the University there have 
been many outstanding Guild Presidents and Guild 
Councillors.  Indeed I cannot recall in that 20 years a 
Guild President who was not outstanding in some way.

Why is the Guild so important?  Every year when I 
spoke to incoming students, I told them that if they left 
with just a degree they had missed out.  Graduates 
should leave with inter-personal, social and leadership 
skills and a large circle of friends.  The future for The 
University of Western Australia, with its student body 
predominantly school-leavers, is a University which 
provides the highest quality student experience, both 
within the classroom and outside the classroom.

The Guild, and its societies and clubs, plays a pivotal role in 
enhancing the student experience outside class.  The Guild, 
and in particular, the Education Council, has always played 
an important role in enhancing the student experience 
within the classroom by its very professional advocacy.

When governments decreed that Guild membership be 
voluntary, most students at The University of Western 
Australia still joined the Guild, a much higher proportion 
than at any other Australian university.  This is a very clear 
indication of the excellent way the Student Guild has 
served the students of this University.

I wish the Student Guild well on its centenary and know 
that it will continue to be pivotal for the next 100 years.



It is a great honour and privilege to write a foreword 
for this publication as the 100th Guild President.  Since 
my first year as a student in 2008 the Guild has had 
a profound impact on my experience at UWA.  I have 
enjoyed the vibrant club life on campus, benefited 
from a Guild emergency loan and had the once-in-a-

A PARTNERSHIP FOR THE 
SECOND CENTURY

lifetime opportunity to contribute towards the university 
experience of more than 20,000 fellow students.

As long as there have been students at UWA, there 
has been a Student Guild.  Our identity stems from 1913, 
when Sir John Winthrop Hackett concurrently held the 
titles of Chancellor and Guild President.  Since then the 
Guild has been led by students who have gone on to 
become Prime Ministers, Supreme Court Justices, high-
ranking diplomats and business leaders. 

As Guild Presidents they went to great lengths to 
protect the interests of students and change UWA 
for the better. In 1969, for example, the first female 
President, Sue Boyd, led a sit-in on Stirling Highway 
after two students died trying to cross the road.  This 
protest led to the speedy installation of an underpass 
which has helped keep students safe for more than  
40 years.

The Guild has been a staunchly independent advocate 
for students throughout its existence.  However, 
the Guild has always seen itself as a partner in the 
University’s success; a union of students which criticises 
when criticism is due and helps when help is needed.

A great example of this partnership occurred in 1932 
when the University decided to build the Reflection 
Pond outside Winthrop Hall.  When workers went 
on strike just days before an important international 
benefactor was due to arrive, the University was 
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left with a half-finished pond.  The next day the 
administration came to work to discover students 
digging the pond themselves as a gesture of goodwill 
to the University. A photo of those students sits in my 
office and in the Vice-Chancellery, as a reminder of 
our ongoing partnership.

The remarkable achievements of Presidents and 
student leaders have allowed the Student Guild 
to develop and evolve into the organisation it is 
today.  In our 100th year we are the envy of student 
leaders around the country.  Our membership 
rates are unmatched, leadership positions are 
highly competitive and we are fortunate to hold a 
high degree of respect and influence among the 
University’s key decision makers. 

In 2013 there are over 100 Guild-affiliated clubs and 
nearly 300 volunteering activities organised through 
the Guild.  Over the last year more than 300 students 
have been represented by Guild Student Assist 
Officers and nearly 200 have received  
financial assistance. 

Our catering outlets are constantly improving and we 
now run more events than ever to create a vibrant 
campus experience.  As the University develops its 
Education Futures project, it will look to the Guild for 
advice on how to create an innovative world-class 
education experience.

As you read through this book, you will notice a common 
theme which explains why the Student Guild has had such 
an incredible impact on UWA.  That theme is community. 
On this campus there are students who give up years of 
their lives to represent, mentor and inspire other students.  
They run events, sit on Faculty Boards and make new 
students feel welcome. 

In Guild catering outlets every day there are students 
catching up over a cheap coffee, planning some new 
idea or helping each other with their studies. The Guild 
represents a community of students who stand together 
and understand they are a part of something bigger than 
any individual.  

So when you read the many interesting stories and articles 
in this book, think about your experiences as a student and 
how they have shaped you as a person.  I have learned 
this year how important it is to embrace those experiences.  
Whether you are still studying or graduated long ago, the 
student community at UWA will continue to be there  
for you. 
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