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Seva Frangos has 35 years of experience in contemporary art and has specialised in the pro-
motion of Australian Indigenous art for over 20 years. As Deputy Director/Director of Exhibitions 
and Development at the Art Gallery of Western Australia (1987-1997), Seva Frangos sourced 
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Timothy Cook is a leading contemporary Austral-
ian artist, critically acclaimed, honoured with 
numerous awards, included in major exhibitions 
throughout Australia and represented in significant 
public and corporate collections. He has lived and 
worked for his entire life in a small settlement in 
the Tiwi Islands, in remote Indigenous Australia, 
deeply attached to his place.

Cook is a maverick artist - non-conformist, individ-
ualistic, original and inventive, straddling the mod-
ern and ancient with confidence. In this stunning 
monograph prepared by Seva Frangos, she and 
her fellow four writers attest to his achievements, 
inhabiting a place and space where innovation 
might seem impossible against the background of 
tradition and ritual. Timothy Cook realigns artis-
tic and cultural boundaries and re-explores being 
Tiwi. These pages capture the remarkable levels of 
energy and emotional charge in his painting and 
provide a brilliant introduction to his vast body of 
work over two decades in a range of media. 

Cook is non-conformist - 
individualistic, eccentric, 

original 
- Seva Frangos
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A statement from Terri-ann White, Director of UWA Publishing:

Timothy Cook began exhibiting his work in the late 1990s. His art primarily depicts 
the Kulama Ceremony (yam ceremony). The Kulama Ceremony is performed in the 
late wet season (March-April) when a ring appears around the moon. Kulama is a tra-
ditional initiation for young men which coincides with the harvest of a certain wild yam 
species. Elders of both sexes sing and dance for three days welcoming the boys into 
adulthood. The boy is then renamed with his true man’s name. Cook holds a deep 
connection to culture and country, his paintings depict traditions felt through true un-
inhibited expression. In 2012, he was the winner of the 29th National Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Award. His paintings are represented in numerous major public 
collections including the Musée du quai Branly, Paris and the National Gallery of Aus-
tralia, Canberra.

As part of a project funded by the Australia Council for the Arts, UWA Publishing has 
prepared Timothy Cook: Dancing with the Moon, an overview of Cook’s work to date 
that examines the extraordinary melding of tradition with innovation that has been the 
hallmark of Cook’s artistic output and given him a huge reputation in Australian Abo-
riginal art. Seva Frangos demonstrates the strength of Cook’s work by presenting it in 
a thematic arrangement rather than chronological so that we get to see variations on 
those themes to a very powerful result.
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