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“This year's Massey Lecturer presents his refreshing view, of examining ancient wisdom and 
indigenous cultures to help us find our own path, and it demands to be read.” 

- National Post (Canada) 

 

THE WAYFINDERS   
Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in the 
Modern World 
  
In The Wayfinders we accompany explorer and 

anthropologist, Wade Davis on a series of adventures as 

he spends time among various indigenous cultures — 

sailing in an open catamaran through the Pacific with 

Polynesian navigators, hunting with Inuit at the tip of 

Greenland, finding the echoes of a lost civilization in the 

Amazon — and offers the pleasure of experiencing these 

ways of life. In exploring cultures that remain so 

intrinsically in touch with their traditional ways, Davis 

(and we as readers) learn the myriad of stories, ways of 

seeing and interacting with one another.  

Named by the National Geographic Society as one of the 

Explorers for the Millennium, Davis is a “rare 

combination of scientist, scholar, poet, and passionate 

defender of all of life’s diversity.”   

The Wayfinders illustrates how preserving and appreciating diversity as expressed 

by culture is among the central challenges of our times. Out of the 7000 

languages in the world today, 50% are likely to disappear in our lifetime.  

Wade Davis is an award-winning ethnographer, anthropologist, ethnobotanist, 

filmmaker, and photographer. He holds degrees in anthropology and biology 

and received his Ph.D. in ethnobotany, all from Harvard University. Davis 

divides his time between northern British Columbia and Washington, D.C., 

where he is the National Geographic Explorer-In-Residence. 

Wade Davis is available for interview and can answer such questions as why does is matter to the 
average westerner if a remote African tribe loses its language? Do we have more in common with other 
cultures than we think? Why is it that some cultures spawn extremism while others so value sharing and 
peace?   

The 2010 Massey Lectures based on The Wayfinders will be broadcast on  
ABC Radio National in February & March 2010. 
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