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The Seamstress is the tumultuous life story of two sisters, Eve and Willa, 
narrated by Willa's daughter Jo in a saga spanning five decades. 
 
We meet the sisters when they arrive in Australia from Scotland in the 1950s, 
moving to Perth on the lookout for husbands. Both are talented seamstresses living 
modestly, who're seduced by the first boys that come their way.  
They naively marry these men, and move into adjacent apartments with a shared corridor 
dividing the two families.  
Deceiving and comforting each other in the same breath, and letting off steam by having wild 
drunken parties, this close proximity of the sisters leads to tensions where blood ties are 
tested to the limit. 
 
As life moves on, and daughter Jo's narration shifts from a child to adult eyes, she witnesses 
the slow decline of her mother into dementia and her aunt's severe depression, while also 
confronting her own life choices of who to love as a mature woman.  
 
The dementia forces her relationship with her mother into a new and difficult place.  
 
Infused with honesty and wry humour, The Seamstress is a memorable tale about women's 
lives, and the realities of caring for your loved ones as they grow old. 

 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
The Seamstress is Geraldine Wooller’s first published novel. Geraldine lives 
in Perth, where she writes and teaches English as a Second Language to 
immigrants and refugees. She has an MA in English (Creative Writing) from 
The University of Western Australia. 
 

Geraldine Wooller is available for interview 
 

 
ABOUT UNIVERISTY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA PRESS 
Unique Australian Perspectives 
From new fiction, natural history and biography to children’s books, the environment and 
contemporary issues, UWA Press gives fresh voice to exciting stories which have the capacity 
to captivate and entertain readers of all ages. 

 

 
 

For further information, interviews, or to organise an extract from this book,  
please contact:  Benython Oldfield at Zeitgeist Media (for UWA Press) 

Tel: 02 97979843 or email: benython@zeitgeistmedia.com.au 
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