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THE PERFUME RIVER 
Writing from Vietnam 
 
The Perfume River offers the reader perspectives on Vietnam 
from both inside and outside the country. The diverse array 
of writers include renowned authors of the Vietnamese 
literary canon, 2nd generation ex-pats (based in Australia & 
America), and non-Vietnamese authors who have special ties 
with the country and its culture. 
 
The only book of its kind on the market, The Perfume River is 
a collection of short stories and poetry. It explores a 
multitude of rich themes including origin, the rural/urban 
divide in Vietnam, family, generation gaps, lost love, the 
effects of war, migration, foreigner’s impressions of Vietnam, 
the East/West divide, ex pats, Western attitudes to Vietnam 
and Asia, Vietnamese attitudes to the West and everyday life 
in Vietnam. 

 
There are 32 contributors, including Nam Le, Andrew Lam, Bao Ninh, Pham Thi Hoai and Pam 
Brown. 
 
A unique insight into Vietnam for the (armchair) traveller or indeed anyone interested in understanding 
more about this gentle culture.  
 
Editor Catherine Cole is the Chair of Creative Writing at RMIT University. She has published three 
novels, (Dry Dock, Skin Deep and The Grave at Thu Le), two non-fiction books, (Private Dicks and Feisty 
Chicks: An Interrogation of Crime Fiction and The Poet Who Forgot.) Cole is also a project coordinator and 
journal editor for The Australian Literary Compendium, a co-project with ABC Radio National which 
develops web-based resources on Australian Literature for schools and universities in Australia and 
internationally. She has been a Writing and Research Fellow at the University of East Anglia, UK, a 
resident of the Keesing Studio, Cité International des Arts in Paris, and an Asialink writer-in-residence 
in Hanoi, Vietnam. 
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for UWA Publishing on (02) 8060 9715 / 0410 355 790 or email: 
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