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In this new release, local author and bureaucrat Lesley van Schoubroeck reveals the challenges 
faced by former WA premier Geoff Gallop, who tried to implement a reform agenda in the shadow 
of a history littered with scandals.

Building on interviews with players in the Gallop Government and historical records of earlier times, 
The Lure of Politics reveals the dilemmas faced by leaders who are constrained by expectations of 
‘the way things are done around here’ - many of these interviews will bring a wry smile to the face 
of readers.

By placing Gallop’s achievements in an historical setting Lesley not only puts on record the many 
achievements of his government as he rebuilt Labor from the ashes of WA inc but also lays the  
foundation for his longer term legacy.

Focusing on his election winning strategy to save old growth forests, his determination to do  
something about abuse of children in Aboriginal communities and his approach water policy provide 
a backdrop, Lesley sheds light on the processes of Cabinet and the way in which the public sector 
goes about its business. 

This is a book for people who want to better understand Gallop’s government, those readers 
who enjoy personal insights into power and those who are interested in the evolution of Premier’s  
departments in WA over the last 100 years.    
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