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Internationally acclaimed Canadian-Indian author Padma Viswanathan returns with her second novel, The Ever 
After of Ashwin Rao, released in Australia by UWA Publishing following its North American release.

This stunning — and strangely timely — new work is set among families of those who lost loved ones in the 
1985 Air India aeroplane bombing.

Padma Viswanathan imagines the unexpected emotional and political consequences of this real-life plane 
crash, showing in her wonderfully textured, sometimes even joyful novel what people can live with and what 
they can live without. 

THE STORY

Ashwin Rao is a smart, funny, and perceptive Indian psychologist. In 2004, almost twenty years after the fatal 
bombing of an Air India flight from Vancouver, two suspects are finally on trial for the crime. Ashwin decides 
to return to Canada, where he was trained, in order to interview the surviving families. A study of comparative 
grief, he calls it, pretending to keep his professional distance. 

Soon he is deeply embroiled in the lives of one extended Canadian family, whose members have staggered on 
in very different ways since the bombing, carrying their heartbreak and fear mostly in silence.

Talking to Ashwin, they confide their secrets along with the ways they have filled the hole the tragedy made 
in them. The ebullient and empathetic Seth needed a guru to shore himself up, even at the risk of alienating 
his beloved wife and daughters; his cousin Venkat, who lost his wife and son in the tragedy, has found darker 
means. Ashwin, emotionally drawn in and soon privy to everyone’s secrets, digs deep into their stories — until 
we blindingly realise that he himself is a survivor as fascinating as any of his subjects.

TALKING POINTS

• A highly relevant novel in the context of two major aviation disasters in 2014.

• Avoids sensationalism of tragedy, setting it against a broad canvas of political history.

• Viswanathan’s writing style is outstanding: percipient, warm, sometimes humorous, and above all 
sparklingly assured.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Padma Viswanathan’s debut novel, The Toss of a Lemon, is UWA Publishing’s bestselling novel ever. On 
its 2009 release it received international acclaim and was published in eight countries, a bestseller in three, 
and a finalist for the Commonwealth (Regional) First Book Prize, the Amazon.ca First Novel Prize and the Pen 
Center USA Fiction Prize. 

Viswanathan’s short fiction has appeared in various journals and won the 2006 Boston Review Short Story 
Contest, and she has had several plays performed. She publishes cultural journalism and reviews in such 
venues as Elle Canada, The National Post and The Rumpus Online. Her handwritten Letter-in-the-Mail for The 
Rumpus can be found in Best American Non-Required Reading 2012. She has also published several short 
translations of Brazilian fiction. 

She now lives on a hilltop in Arkansas with her husband (poet and translator Geoffrey Brock), children, 
parents and an array of animals.
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WHAT THE CRITICS SAY

“This new book is the best kind of political novel: the kind that doesn’t force you to constantly notice it’s 
a political novel ... Viswanathan has written an important book – one that deserves to to find international 
recognition.’ — J.C. Sutcliffe, The Globe and Mail 

“Through characters hewn with great empathy and grace, writing whose brilliance illuminates every page, and 
a story that constantly compels and surprises, Padma Viswanathan explores hugely ambitious questions of 
loss, identity and faith.” — Manil Suri, author of The Death of Vishnu and The City of Devi.

“… a complex and moving novel that does what contemporary media accounts of the tragedy did not: it brings 
home individual stories of loss and makes clear the extent of the devastation… richly textured and powerful… 
fertile emotional territory… sympathetic and believable characters… engrossing themes, including faith and its 
secular underpinnings, loss, identity and nationalism. ” — Laura Eggertson, Toronto Star

“Viswanathan’s second novel digs deeply and effectively into the psychology of bereavement, as well as 
providing outsiders with fascinating insight into Hinduism, Indo-Canadian culture and the history of Hindu-Sikh 
conflict… [A] very satisfying experience indeed.” — Winnipeg Free Press

“Ambitious … Vivid … The Ever After of Ashwin Rao does surprise, especially with an ending that finds 
redemption for the works-in-progress that constitute our lives.” — Piali Roy, Quill & Quire

“Viswanathan tackles the story with great empathy and a journalist’s attention to detail… [P]rovocative and 
compelling.” — Chatelaine
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