
Book Club Notes

Some topics to consider while reading 
The Art of Navigation:

• Magic and science
• Family and world history
• Female friendships
• Literary genres, and the impact genre 

classifcations have on the reading 
experience

The year of the Slippery When Wet Tour, three 
girls leave their safe suburban world to spend a 
life-changing night in a forest on the outskirts of 
Melbourne, where they plan a half-serious séance to 
call forth bushranger Ned Kelly. A world away in times 
Edward Kelley – alchemist, necromancer and crystal 
ball ‘scryer’ for Elizabeth I’s astrologer and one-time 
adviser Doctor Dee – is beset by visions. Narratives 
from 1987, 1587 and 2087 merge and converge 
as gothic ghost story becomes a fantastic tale of 
possession in a blazing work of speculative fiction.

The Art of Navigation collapses space and time to 
explore the ideas of connection and disconnection. It 
uses three different, non-realist literary forms to tell the 
same story differently, from different points of view. 
A singular event is ultimately understood through the 
various perspectives of diverse eras and individuals.
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1 Science and magic are flipsides of the same coin, according to The Art of Navigation. Do you agree? 
Do you think it was different in the past, or might be in the future? 

2 Dr Dee is a fascinating character: do you see him as a man of his time, or a man ahead of his time?

3 Was the friendship between Dr Dee and Edward Kelley simply a con? And if so, who was the con-man 
and who was the fool?

4 Queen Elizabeth I has featured in so many books and films she has become a cliché. What role does 
The Virgin Queen play in this story?

5 Nat, paradoxically, feels at once powerless and powerful. Why do you think that is?

6 Did the descriptions of being a teenager in the 80s – or of life in the sixteenth or twenty-first century 
– ring true to you, and if so why?

7 What exactly happened to Nat – and John, and Lizzie – in the glade?

8 One way to understand speculative fiction is to read it as a metaphor. What do you think The Art of 
Navigation is really about? Why do you think the author chose time-travel to explore these themes?
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