
ABOUT THE POET

Paul Hetherington is the author of seven full-length collections of poetry as well as a verse novel, Blood 
and Old Belief, and two poetry chapbooks. He has won a variety of awards for his poetry, in 2002 he was 
the recipient of a Chief Minister’s ACT Creative Arts Fellowship, and last year was awarded a place on the 
2012 Australian Poetry Tour of Ireland.

Paul is currently Associate Professor of Writing at the University of Canberra, chair of the Australasian 
Association of Writing Programs and chair of the ACT Cultural Council. More recently he was one of the 
founding editors of the online journal Axon: Creative Explorations. Former publisher at the National Library 
of Australia, he edited the final three volumes of the library’s four-volume edition of the diaries of the artist 
Donald Friend (Volume 4 was shortlisted for the Manning Clark House 2006 National Cultural Awards) and 
was founding editor of the library’s quarterly humanities and literary journal Voices.
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Six Different Windows
by Paul Hetherington

Paul Hetherington’s seventh collection of poetry chronicles life in all its beauty, strangeness and familiarity.

Ranging across art and poetry, the past and the present, homelands and far-off lands, Six Different 
Windows meditates on childhood, riffs on mythology, and draws on the everyday.

Grouped into six sections, the poems begin in childhood, then move onto the effects of art, history, travel 
and mythology, before returning home as if from a long journey.

This exquisitely poised and richly engaging collection further cements Hetherington’s national and 
international reputation.

‘Everything in Six Different Windows, Paul Hetherington’s gorgeous new collection, is immaculately 
constructed, each line, each poem, and the book as a whole coming perfectly together toward their ends...
we find an Australia rendered by experience and exposure worthy of excavation, of an attention that gives 

rise to an elegant, sure-footed, homegrown art.’ — Katharine Coles, Utah State Poet Laureate 2006–12

UWA Publishing’s poetry list continues to advance the cause of keeping important Australian voices in print, 
alongside new work from contemporary poets, such as Paul Hetherington.
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Sample poem

‘Six Different Windows’

Being stretched across landscapes 
you find sensations are yet to arrive 
from earlier destinations— 
the slant of sun through six different windows, 
views of nine Baroque cathedrals, 
a street vendor shouting out— 
but that was in a different country.

Losing those important connections 
that clung to inflections and gestures, 
you barely lay your feet on soil 
while reading guidebooks, handling pottery 
and beginning to understand you’ve never lived 
as expansively as you believed.
You push open a shutter to reveal

the Sierra Nevada, imagine 
Roman legions assembling in the valley 
two millennia ago, bringing to Elibyrge 
their efficient language and civilisation, 
knowing it as alien territory, 
speaking words like ‘ultimatum’ 
to the shifting, incorrigible air.
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