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Selected Poems of Dorothy Hewett 

Edited and introduced by Kate Lilley

‘What a magnificent collection. These are poems feisty, elegant, bloody-minded, brilliant. Above all 
we are reminded of the radiance of Dorothy Hewett’s example, the shine of her ardour, the light of 

her intelligence, the lesson of her incomparable and poetic audacity.’ Gail Jones

Leading Australian literary figure, Dorothy Hewett is remembered and rediscovered in this very  
personal book of selected poetry.

Compiled by Dorothy’s daughter, the poet and literary scholar Kate Lilley, Selected Poems  
encapsulates Hewett’s enduring themes of grief, loss, despair and memory.

This is the first volume to be published following Hewett’s death in 2002 and features an intimate 
introduction by Kate.

Hewett had a long and frequently controversial career, spending her childhood on a remote wheat 
and sheep farm in Wickepin, Western Australia, and her adult life in Perth and Sydney involved in the 
tumult of politics and writing.

Frequently referred to as the “grande dame of Australian literature,” Dorothy produced 12 collections 
of poetry, three novels, an autobiography, 13 plays and many articles and short stories. Her impact 
on Australian writing was recognised when she was made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) 
for services to literature in 1986.
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