
Book Club Notes

Feet to the Stars, Susan Midalia’s third collection of short 
stories, offers keenly observed details about everyday life 
expressed with pathos, tenderness and bracing wit. 

Subtly rendered and emotionally engaging, these 
stories speak of the transformative capacities of the 
heart and mind, and of the ways we affect each other, 
sometimes unwittingly and often profoundly. They offer 
us the pleasure of listening to different voices, and the 
satisfaction of careful crafting and evocative prose. 
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About Susan Midalia

Susan Midalia is a writer and freelance 
editor. She studied at the Univerisity 
of Western Australia and Cambridge 
University, and holds a PhD in 
contemporary Australian women’s 
fiction. Her first short story collection, 
A History of the Beanbag and other 
stories, was published in 2008 and 
a second, An Unknown Sky and other 
stories, in 2012, both to critical acclaim. 
Feet to the Stars is her third collection.



1 ‘The Hook’ is a story that explores the link between travel and healing. For what reasons have you 
travelled?

2 In ‘The Hook’, Marina’s cousin tries to comfort her by saying ‘It could have been worse, Marina; at least he 
left you comfortable.’ How did this line make you feel?

3 The narrator’s mother in ‘A Blast of a Poem’ is significant throughout the story. Does she remind you of any 
mothers you know?

4 In the story ‘Feet to the Stars’, the narrator Paul says there is ‘Plenty of time to fall out of love: you fell 
in, and then you fell out, your heart an obedient muscle, learning to contract’. What do you think is the 
significance of this line to Paul’s character?

5 ‘Feet to the Stars’ is from the perspective of a teacher who is of special significance to some of his 
students. In what ways did Paul help or influence them most profoundly, and why was this so important?

6 Joe speaks of ‘Originality, authenticity, sincerity, trying to understand the difference.’ What do you think the 
differences are?

7 ‘Maybe she’s not any kind of girl. Maybe she’s Charlie.’ How does this line make you feel about Joe?

8 ‘Working it Out’ is full of bitterness and cynicism. Do you think there is hope at the end of the story?

9 What do you think ‘Because’ says about the memory of departed loved ones? Is there a distance between 
those who have died, and how we remember them?

10 Each story tackles a very different character, at different stages in their lives. To which character did you 
most relate to, and why?
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