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In 1969, a young and apprehensive Tony Kevin set
off on his first diplomatic posting to Moscow at the
height of the Cold War. Nearly 50 years on he
returns alone, a private citizen aged 73. What will he
find? How has Russia changed since those grim
Soviet days?
He discovers Vladimir Putin’s Russia, a government
and nation routinely demonised and disdained in
Western capitals. Why does President Putin arouse
such a high level of Western antagonism? Is the
West throwing away the lessons of recent history in
recklessly drifting into a perilous and unnecessary
new Cold War confrontation with Russia?
On the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution,
Tony Kevin invites readers to see this great nation
anew: to explore with him the complex roots of
Russian national identity and values, drawing on its
tumultuous Soviet Communist past and its
momentous thousand-year history as a great
Orthodox Christian nation.
Tony Kevin is the author of A Certain Maritime
Incident: the sinking of SIEV X (2004) and Reluctant
Rescuers (2012) on Australia’s maritime border
protection system. He published a travel memoir
Walking the Camino (2007) about his long pilgrimage
walk through Spain. Crunch Time (2009) tackled
issues, still unresolved, of framing an effective
Australian policy against global warming.
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PRAISE FOR
RETURN TO MOSCOW

Russia remains an enigma to many outside observers. This delightfully easy-to-read
book helps lift the veil of mystery by covering the highlights of Russian history,
culture, music, literature, and politics.
- J Stapleton Roy, Director, Asia Program, and former U.S. ambassador to Singapore,
China, and Indonesia.
Return to Moscow is a must-read for those who are interested in a deeper
understanding of the country, its values and Russian foreign policy motivations, than
Western Kremlinology usually offers.
- Dr Andrey Kortunov, Director-General, Russian International Affairs Council,
Moscow.
A moving personal testimony about the Russian people and society, which reflects
on developments from the late Soviet years to the transformed Russia of today.
Written with insight and sympathy, this book provides a unique window into how
Russia has changed. At the same time, it reveals the profound continuities of a
people buffeted endlessly by history yet characterised by an enduring resilience and
humanity. This book will be read with pleasure and profit by anyone interested in
how people lived in the Brezhnev years, and how Russians live today and what they
think of the world about them.
- Richard Sakwa, Professor of Russian and European Politics, University of Kent, UK,
and Associate Fellow of Chatham House, London.
Part history, part political, part personal but never dull, Tony Kevin vividly illustrates
many of the facets of the kaleidoscope that is Russia today. Every chapter is a selfsufficient essay. Together this easily-read account provides a host of telling insights,
anecdotes and personal opinions that illuminate the enigma of Russia’s place in a
fast-changing world.
- Julian Oliver, Founding Secretary General, EurActiv, Brussels.
Return to Moscow offers some fascinating insights of life in the Soviet Union around
its collapse in 1991.
- Fraser Cameron, Director of the EU-Russia Centre

