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In the current political climate, where ‘brand’ marketing and opinion polls dictate, Geoff Gallop stands 
out as a former politician of integrity and conviction.

Since retiring as Premier of Western Australia in 2006, Gallop has returned to academia and in his 
role as a public intellectual is sought after for speaking engagements and media commentary.

In these essays of post-political thinking he has focused on matters of the self in society: of 
contemporary politics, pragmatics, fundamentalism, fairness, and the meaning and importance of 
well-being for public policy and the person.

He speaks to all Australians, not only politicians and public servants, encouraging us to think about 
what we can contribute to the community, and leadership in everyday life.

From the international, to the national, and down to the individual, Gallop brings a measured voice 
to debates that are universal, relevant and also personal to his own life.

As Hugh Mackay writes in the foreword, this is “a series of short, sharp jolts to our social, economic 
and political complacency, and a stimulus to our engagement with the ideas of a warm-hearted 
democrat.”
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