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Personal Effects is a meditative and affecting debut from a writer coming into her own after years of honing 
her craft with short fiction, poetry, critical essays and drama.

Lilith and Ross have always been moving: from Cervantes on the Western Australian Turquoise Coast, to 
Calgary in Canada, and places in between.

Now, in middle-age, the work at home has dried up and they’re back in Calgary, where many years before 
they suffered a miscarriage and where decades later they have returned for yet another new start.

While Ross works away on the oil rig for weeks on end, Lilith unpacks their apartment and her mind wanders, 
back to the windy plains and white sand beaches of her home, to her strained and damaged relationships 
with her parents and brother, to the love between her and Ross and the ache of missing her daughters. 

She is reminded of the compromises she has made for this life of uncertainty. Of the achievements and 
disillusionments of her many selves — wife, mother, friend, lover, sister, daughter, artist, expat.

Brimming with dualities, Personal Effects deals with the ambiguity of life, and the decisions we make in the 
hope that they will change our lives for the better.
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