
UWA Publishing is ecstatic at the announcement today of the Miles Franklin 
Literary Award shortlist and the inclusion of our author John Hughes and his 
latest novel No One, published in April 2019. This is the fourth book UWAP has 
published by John—a writer we have admired for decades of exceptional writing 
in the modes of memoir, essay and fiction. From his first book, The Idea of Home, 
fifteen years ago, John Hughes has carved out a body of work that challenges 
ideas of belonging, migration, aesthetics, colonial violence, and attachment, 
always with a finely textured poetics. 

As critic Geordie Williamson described it in his review in the Australian last year, 
No One is ‘vivid, dark, intensely beautiful’ and ‘an unprecedented excursion into 
the nightmares of our colonial unconscious.’

We couldn’t be more proud of John Hughes and his writing, and we are delighted 
to enter into the hallowed space of Miles Franklin Award contention for the 
second time in three years from the other side of the continent. John Hughes is 
a newcomer to the Miles Franklin who enjoyed great success with his first book, 
a collection of essays, The Idea of Home, which won the 2005 NSW Premier’s 
Award for Non-Fiction. No-one is his third novel.

About the book:
Part crime novel, part road movie, part love story, No One takes us to the heart 
of contemporary Australia’s festering relationship with its Indigenous past, and 
the long tail of the legacies of institutional care. What emerges is a portrait of 
being Australian that entails the necessity of listening to the relentless rumbles 
of traumatic histories. Read more at uwap.uwa.edu.au.

About the author:
John Hughes’ first book, The Idea of Home, won the 2005 NSW Premier’s Award 
for Non-Fiction, the 2006 National Biography Award, and was the National Year 
of Reading ‘Our Story’ winner for NSW in 2012. His second book, Someone 
Else: Fictional Essays, won the Adelaide 2008 Festival Award for Innovation 
and the 2008 Queensland Premier’s Award for Short Stories, and was listed for 
the inaugural 2009 Warwick International Prize for Writing. His third book, The 
Remnants, was published in 2012 by UWAP, which also published The Garden 
of Sorrows in 2013 and Asylum in 2016. John has published widely in journals 
and magazines throughout Australia and overseas and is Librarian at Sydney 
Grammar School.
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