
ABOUT THE POET

Geoffrey Lehmann is an Australian poet and former taxation lawyer. He grew up in Sydney and attended 
the University of Sydney where he completed a combined degree in Arts and Law. He also coedited the 
university magazines Arna and Hermes with fellow student and poet Les Murray.

Lehmann’s poetry was first published in The London Magazine when he was eighteen and he was the first 
Australian poet to be published by the London publishing house Faber and Faber with his first volume of 
poetry The Ilex Tree, published jointly with Les Murray, which went on to win the Grace Leven Prize for Poetry 
in 1965. He was shortlisted for the T.S. Eliot Prize in 1994.

Since then he has published seven further collections of poetry, as well as a Selected Poems (1976) and a 
Collected Poems (1997), which won his third Grace Leven Poetry Prize, after Nero’s Poems: Translations of 
the Public and Private Poems of the Emperor Nero also won in 1981.

Lehmann’s other collections are A Voyage of Lions and other poems (1968), Conversation with a Rider (1972), 
Ross’ Poems (1978), Children’s Games (1990), Spring Forest (1992), and Baking at Night: and other poems 
(2003). In addition to his poetry, Lehmann has written a novel and edited several anthologies of Australian 
poetry, including the seminal Australian Poetry Since 1788 (2011) with Robert Gray.

A lawyer by training, he has been a partner at an international accounting firm, and co-author of five editions 
of a major taxation text and chairman of the Australian Tax Research Foundation.
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This substantial volume is the first collection of poems by Geoffrey Lehmann in seventeen years.

Lehmann is one of Australia’s most distinguished contemporary poets, having been short-listed for the T.S. 
Eliot Prize, won the Grace Leven Prize for Poetry three times, published eight books of new poems, one 
selected poems and one collected poems, co-edited the controversial Australian Poetry since 1788, and 
edited several other anthologies.

His work is marked by quotidian musings, stories of family and farming, and the satire of his Nero poems.

In Poems 1957-2013 Lehmann has taken the prerogative of the mature artist looking back to revise poems, 
and to restore lines and passages he had removed from earlier versions.

It also includes new, previously unpublished poems and poems not included in his previous volume of 
collected work.
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