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“Her name was Lucida. Is that for real? he asked, pouring her a cup of tea. 
Black tea. Yes, she said. It was Genevieve but I changed it to Lucida 
because adults named me. He stared into his enamel mug and wondered 
why he’d given her his only china cup and saucer.  

When I was in Mauritius, she started to say, and he looked past her permed 
hair into the light, the openness, and wondered why people had to always 
be somewhere else. Where they had been, where they were going. He 
guessed he smelt and was filthy and that she’d rather be somewhere close 
to the sea, or dunking in and out of waves – not too rough, just gentle 
consistent lapping waves”. (from p.53).  

 

A lucida intervalla is a Latin phrase describing one of those startling ‘lucid intervals’ experienced by 

the insane. Lucida Intervalla, as imagined by John Kinsella―the Australian poet and novelist―is 

an art journalist, artist, and social media sensation whose brilliant presence beguiles every one 

around her. Set in a post-apocalyptic world scarcely distinguishable from our own, Kinsella’s new 

novel follows her exploits and thoughts about art, political protest, eternity, and the absolute. At 

once a bildungsroman and a novel of ideas whose prose echoes everything from Søren 

Kierkegaard to Twitter.  
 
 
John Kinsella is the author of over forty books. His many awards include the Australian Prime 
Minister’s Literary Award for Poetry, the Victorian Premier’s Award for Poetry, the John Bray Award 
for Poetry, the Judith Wright Calanthe Award for Poetry and the Western Australian Premier’s 
Award for Poetry (three times). His latest books are Open Door and The Collected Poems of 
Christopher Brennan (UWA Publishing, 2018 and 2019); On the Outskirts (UQP, 2017), and 
Drowning in Wheat: Selected Poems (Picador, 2016). He is a Fellow of Churchill College, 
Cambridge University, and Professor of Literature and Environment at Curtin University, Western 
Australia. He lives on Ballardong Noongar land at Jam Tree Gully in the Western Australian 
wheatbelt. In 2007 he received the Christopher Brennan Award for Lifetime Achievement in Poetry. 
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