
Women’s art does not appear with the work of ‘The Old 
Masters’. There are reasons for this. Art by women has been 
consistently treated differently by critics, curators and in the 
marketplace. The position Helen Grey-Smith took, first in 
textile printing and then collage, placed her work knowingly 
and firmly outside the field of traditional visual arts. Her 
feeling about her life and work was that you just did what you 
wanted, and she initiated steps to make this a reality. 
GWEN PHILLIPS, INTRODUCTION

Told in the artist’s own words via a series of interviews, this 
revealing biography of Helen Grey-Smith examines the multi-
faceted life of this dignified artist. Gwen Phillips offers us the 
rare opportunity to listen to an artist speaking her thoughts 
directly, providing us with a chance to learn about her working 
methods.

Grey-Smith was an accomplished artist with a lively and 
cultivated mind. She had lived through fascinating times: of 
the British Raj in India, life at an English boarding school, 
design school training in London and then work in England 
during World War II. During the decades from the 1950s, she 
and her husband, Guy Grey-Smith, were prominent members 
of the visual arts community in Western Australia.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Gwen Phillips was a primary school art teacher in Western Australia for over twenty years. During this time she fostered 
a passion for the arts and environment. Gwen obtained a Diploma in Art Education from Edith Cowan University and 
completed her Master of Education from Edith Cowan University in 1997.

Gwen was born and brought up in Melbourne. In 1949 her family relocated to the original Group Settlement farm in 
Pemberton, Western Australia. Gwen studied at the University of Western Australia and Claremont Teachers College.

Helen Grey-Smith enjoyed a remarkable career as a printmaker, and was the first artist in Western Australia to specialise 
in printed fabrics. Grey-Smith was commissioned to produce her textile works for organisations such as the Reserve Bank 
and the University of Western Australia. She progressed to collage and painting, but her output was mainly screen-printed 
textiles. Her work is held in many national collections, such as at the Art Gallery of Western Australia, the Art Gallery of New 
South Wales, the Australian National Gallery, King Edward Memorial Hospital and the Powerhouse Museum in Sydney. 


