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Guy Grey-Smith (1916–1981) remains one of the most important artists of his generation, creating 
some of the most enduring and powerful images of the Australian landscape.

Guy Grey-Smith: Life Force is the first monograph published on the artist; Andrew Gaynor was granted 
access for the first time to Guy’s notebooks, war-time sketches, correspondence and estate.

During his thirty-five year career, Guy exhibited in all states of Australia and was represented in shows 
in the Americas, the United Kingdom and Asia. 

His artwork has been collected by every major public gallery and university collection in the country.

Grey-Smith studied under the modernist sculptor Henry Moore at the Chelsea School of Art, London. 
Primarily a painter, he also produced sculptures, pen and ink drawings, etchings and wood blocks.

This fascinating portrait tells the story of a country boy growing up in the Depression, who taught 
himself to draw while interned in prisoner of war camps.

Vividly illustrated with over 120 plates — as well as photos of the artists’ life — this book admirably 
showcases Grey-Smith’s life and work.
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