
A groundbreaking presentation, in a revised edition, of Indigenous Australian 
storytelling as it actually sounds; these stories provide a fascinating picture 
of the life of the people of the west Kimberley after colonisation. Paddy Roe 
was a legendary figure in the revival and maintenance of law and culture in 
the Broome area in the mid-twentieth century. In this book he continues and 
revitalises one of the great literary traditions of Australia.

Stephen Muecke is a leading Australian academic whose work has 
encompassed a number of disciplines in the humanities. With Paddy Roe, 
Muecke is co-writer of the prize-winning Reading the Country.

“A challenge, a delight…no short sample could give an adequate sense 
of the vivacious, artful naturalness of Paddy Roe’s recitations…a deeply 
beguiling book” – Chris Wallace-Crabbe, Times Literary Supplement.

“A remarkable book…a new tradition in Australian Literature has just been 
born” – Bob Hodge, Westerly.
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“Recommended to all who are interested in how Aboriginal identity came to be what it is, and as a sensitive 
evocation of Aboriginality as it was” – Annette Schmidt, Meanjin.

“To read this book is to be always moving somewhere else, away from the confines of Western literature, of 
settlement, and of the edifice of colonial thought.” – Stuart Cooke, The Conversation.

ABOUT THE EDITOR

Stephen Muecke was born in Adelaide, South Australia, in 1951, and was brought up and educated in Newcastle 
and Melbourne. After receiving a degree in French and Linguistics at Monash University, he taught for a year at 
the University of Western Australia. Then, as a research officer in the Department of Anthropology, he worked in 
the Kimberley for the first time, in 1975. He spent the next year doing a Master’s Degree in Linguistics in Paris 
and became interested in French theories of narrative. When he came back to the University of Western Australia 
to do a doctorate, he applied these theories in the analysis of contemporary Aboriginal Narratives in the Kimber-
ley. Stephen has continued to work with the Goolarabooloo people and is preparing an ethnographic work called 
The Children’s Country.


