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Exhuming Passions is a collection of essays by leading Australian and Irish scholars about how the 
past is remembered and contested in these two countries that are often singled out because of their 
bitterly disputed remembrance.

Each chapter addresses a different topical issue such as how war is commemorated – particularly 
the changing national myths surrounding Anzac Day and the Easter Rising; government apologies for 
harms done by previous generations – to the Stolen Generations and state apologies for institutional 
and religious child sexual abuse. 

The book also discusses how the past is constructed in film and literature – Irish and Australian historical 
fiction, the changing cinematic representations of Irish religions, how the colonial past is represented 
in Australian cinema, as well as the changing urban cultures of Canberra and Dublin.

Exhuming Passions was developed at a series of workshops in Canberra and Dublin in 2009 and 2010, 
as a response to public debates about wartime resistance, apologies for slavery and abuse, and the  
entrenchment of a national historical ‘canon’ in schools, which were sparked by anniversaries of  
significant historical events in both Ireland and Australia. 

This book, which is also available as an eBook, will be of particular interest to tertiary  
students and academics, as well as readers interested in Irish and Australian history, politics,  
sociology, memory studies, film studies and literary criticism.
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