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Edging Towards BioUtopia
A New Politics of Reordering Life & the Democratic Challenge

By Richard Hindmarsh    

“Richard Hindmarsh’s important book raises issues that ought to be dealt with before allowing the 
products of genetic engineering to be released beyond the confi nes of the lab.” - David Suzuki

Edging Towards BioUtopia is the fi rst comprehensive social history of biotechnology development 
and regulation in Australia.  The book investigates, dissects and records the rise of Australian genetic 
engineering interests and practices within broader global trends and the historical record of modern 
science.

It is a unique foundational book about the rise of a new democratic challenge to agendas dominated 
by political interests, especially with regard to genetic engineering and the environmental release of 
genetically modifi ed organisms.

Signifi cant events, issues, contestations and decisions that have shaped the new politics of reorder-
ing life in Australia - including the social resistance encountered - have been put under the analytical 
microscope. 

Hindmarsh’s book is a timely contribution to wider dialogues of how society and governance           
grapples with profound questions when faced with the proposition of a biosociety.
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Richard Hindmarsh is a Senior Lecturer at Griffi th School of Environment and also a member of Griffi th 
University’s Centre for Governance and Public Policy.  In 1994, he was awarded an Australian Research Council 
Postdoctoral Fellowship before becoming a lecturer in Technoscience and Nature Studies at the University of 
Queensland’s Contemporary Studies Unit.  

Richard is at the forefront of Australian scholarship about the politics and issues of releasing genetically engineered 
organisms into the environment.  His work has found international acclaim as articulated, for example, through 
invitation to be a research associate at the University of Vienna’s Life Sciences-Governance Research Platform 
in 2005, as an invited speaker to many international conferences and forums, and as an author of numerous 
articles on contributing to the debate on genetic engineering, especially in the public interest.


