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Grouped by theme, issues covered in the book include community 
recognition and empowerment, Indigenous approaches to sustainability, political ecology, funding, 
organisational issues and leadership. It demonstrates varied approaches to community sustainability and 
highlights successes and failures of previous projects and campaigns. 

Editor Sally Paulin, a lecturer and PhD student at the Institute for Sustainability and Technology Policy, 
Murdoch University, says she has always been a ‘community person’ and selected examples of community 
activity for the book that she says are often carried out quietly but merit recognition on a wider stage. 

“In particular, I am concerned with sustainability and the implications that being unsustainable may have 
for the future of our society. I feel that society needs to return to the nurturing community values that 
create a sense of belonging and caring for the future.”

Whether as an active community member, a student of sustainable community participation and 
development, or as an interested observer, this book will be invaluable in providing contemporary 
information and guidance to the ever-growing field of developing sustainable communities.

ISBN: 1 920694 87 0 RRP: $39.95 pb

About the editor

Sally Paulin has had extensive practical experience in the day-to-day work of community groups in both urban and rural settings. Her interest in ‘building community’ has its roots in her 
experience of growing up in an English village. As a PhD student at the Institute for Sustainability and Technology Policy, Murdoch University, Sally is researching how volunteers reap value 
from their involvement with catchment and ‘friends’ groups’ around the Swan and Avon Rivers. She has an honours degree in social ecology and in 2002 published her thesis Why Salt? Harry 
Whittington and WISALTS: Community Science in Action. Sally is currently writing a commissioned history of the Land Management Society.
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