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‘Neilson at his best stands unsurpassed in modern English-speaking poetry, and he can take his 
rightful place in company with the finest lyricists of all English literature.’ — Tom Inglis Moore

2012 marks the seventieth anniversary of John Shaw Neilson’s death: one of Australia’s foremost 
poets whose legacy is perhaps more compelling today than ever before.

Despite receiving only a basic education and working as a farm labourer most of his life, Neilson 
became one of Australia’s best post-Federation poets, and his influence has been acknowledged by 
Judith Wright, Robert Gray and James McAuley.

His verse is an extraordinary mix of the beautiful and the banal. He published five collections in his 
lifetime, leaving over four hundred complete pieces of verse unpublished.

This reading edition is the first time Neilson’s complete work has been made readily available in a 
single, complete volume.

Born into a poor family at Penola, South Australia in 1872, in 1893 he won a national poetry prize, later 
contributing to various publications and gathering critical and commercial praise across Australia.

His last collection was lauded by literary critics and led Robert FitzGerald to remark that, ‘no other 
Australian poet has Neilson’s skill with words and rhythms.’ Vivian Smith called him ‘the foremost 
poet of his generation.’

This is an important book in keeping with the current demand for sincere, extensive and well-informed 
poetry collections. UWA Publishing strives to keep classic Australian poets in print.
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