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Some plants have sustained empires and sparked wars. Some 
have ignited public outrage. Think tea, opium, tulips – and thistles.  
 
In 1852 South Australia passed its Thistle Act, probably the first 
weed control legislation anywhere in the world.  
 
The word ‘thistle’ refers to a large and widespread group of plants. 
Several hundred species within the Asteraceae family, plus a 
bunch of other plants we call thistles – even though technically, 
botanically, they’re not. Google ‘thistles’ and many of the sites will 
tell you how to get rid of them. Dig a little deeper, however, and 
from this weedy territory other narratives begin to emerge. 
 
Part accidental memoir, part environmental history and part 
exploration of the performative voice on the page, The Book of 
Thistles is about the cultural and social life of this group of plants 
we call thistles. 

Noëlle Janaczewska is a playwright, poet and essayist. Much of 
her work deals with history’s gaps and silences, focusing on 
people, plants, creatures and events which have been overlooked 
or marginalised in official records. Noëlle’s work has been 
produced, broadcast and published throughout Australia and 
overseas, and in 2014 she received a prestigious Windham-
Campbell Prize from Yale University for her body of work as a 
dramatist. Closer to home her plays have won the Queensland 
Premier’s Literary Award (Mrs Petrov’s Shoe), the Playbox-Asialink 
Playwriting Competition and the Griffin Playwriting Award 
(Songket). The recipient of 7 AWGIE Awards (3 for radio nonfiction 
works and 4 for drama) and a University of Queensland Creative 
Fellowship (2012/2013), recent productions include: Good With 
Maps (Siren Theatre Company, Sydney 2016), Teacup in a Storm 
(The Q/Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre, Sydney 2016), 
The History of the Single Girl and The Other Polish Explorer for 

ABC Radio National in 2015, and the performance essays Blasted Island - Nauru’s backstory for the 
Sydney Opera House 2014 Festival of Dangerous Ideas and The Hannah First Collection, 1919-1949 
for the Zendai Museum of Modern Art in Shanghai. Noëlle is an Adjunct Professor in the School of 
Communication and Arts at the University of Queensland. 

 
 
For all enquiries contact Benython Oldfield for UWA Publishing 
 
TEL              +61 410 355 790	
EMAIL         benython@zeitgeistmediagroup.com 
WEB            www.uwap.com.au 
SOCIAL        @uwapublishing 


