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Anzac Cottage		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
The House that Was Built in a Day

Written by Valerie Everett, Illustrations by Barbara McGuire

ISBN: 978 1 920694 71 5/ $27.95 Hb

In commemoration of the 90th anniversary of a unique community event, and in time for ANZAC Day 2007, 
UWA Press is releasing a book written primarily for children that explains the story of the building of ANZAC 
cottage in Mount Hawthorn, Perth, Western Australia.

On 12th February, 1916, two hundred Mount Hawthorn residents rallied together to build a cottage over the 
course of a single day to house one of the first wounded ANZAC soldiers to return from Gallipoli. Displaying the 
spirit of ANZAC courage, resourcefulness and mateship, the community created a fitting memorial that survives 
to this day and serves as a reminder of the great sacrifices that were endured by the soldiers at ANZAC Cove in 
1915. This is a unique story of a very positive reaction by ordinary people to the tragedy of war.

Author Valerie Everett lives near the cottage and has watched with fascination in recent years as it has been 
restored to its original glory. Feeling compelled to tell this story to a new generation, Valerie has collaborated 
with illustrator Barbara McGuire to produce this moving and informative celebration of the ANZAC legend, 
which incorporates archival photographs and evocative illustrations to bring events in Gallipoli and Australia 
circa 1915 - 16 to life for readers aged eight to fourteen.
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For a review copy, further information or to arrange an interview with 
the author, please contact:
NATALIE CAMERON for UWA Press
tel:  08 9242 2711/ 0411 740 570
nrc@space.net.au

ABOUT THE WRITER & ILLUSTRATOR
Valerie Everett has been a high school teacher for thirteen years, teaching social studies, history and politics. She holds a BA (Social 
Science) from the WA Institute of Technology (now Curtin University), a Diploma in Education from the University of Western Austra-
lia, and a Graduate Diploma of Business from Edith Cowan University. Valerie has previously published short local histories: a chapter 
in the Town of Vincent’s Stories	of	the	Inner	Suburbs and is contributing to the forthcoming Historical	Encyclopedia	of	
Western	Australia.

Barbara (Bee) McGuire was born in South Africa, and trained there and in London in Fine Art and Printmaking. She has been illustrat-
ing for twenty years, with children’s books published in England, South Africa, New Zealand and Australia, and has also worked as 
an art teacher, fabric painter, cartoonist and designer. She now lives with her family in Perth.

ABOUT UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA PRESS
Unique	Australian	Perspectives
From new fiction, natural history and biography to children’s books, the environment and contemporary issues, UWA 
Press gives fresh voice to exciting stories which have the capacity to captivate and entertain readers of all ages.


