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Foreword

G l e n n  M u rc u tt
The 1950s in  Austral ian domestic  architecture were so excit ing for  me.  I t  was the 

per iod in  which I  grew up as a budding student architect ,  v is i t ing the latest  houses 

designed by Peter  Mul ler,  Ian McKay,  Bruce Rickard and others.  With fel low 

students Keith Cott ier,  Graham Smar t ,  Rober t  Bruce and John Smith,  I  would head 

off  on my Vespa with others on their  Lambrettas to the latest  s i te,  whether in  Palm 

B each or  Wahroonga .  Unt i l  that  t ime,  the greatest  inf luences on my thinking were 

Frank Lloyd Wright  and Richard Neutra ,  and also Douglas Bayl is  and Joan Parr y ’s 

book C a l i fo r n i a n  H o u se s  of  G o rd o n  D r a ke  ( 1956) ,  which I  pored over and learned 

about the beaut ies of  modular  construct ion,  open planning and the possibi l i t ies of 

making real  connect ions with the landsc ape.  The Los Angeles Case Study houses 

were also impor tant .  I t  seemed to me that  Sydney was not  that  much different 

from Cal i fornia ,  so the Americ an houses felt  strongly par t  of  our  place.

M u c h  o f  t h e  exc i t e m e n t  o f  A u s t ra l i a n  a rc h i t e c t- d e s i g n e d  h o u s e s  c a m e  f ro m 

t h e i r  l i m i t e d  m e a n s ,  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  p re t e n t i o u s n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  fa c t  t h at  t h e y  w e re 

s i m p l e ,  d i re c t  a n d  o p t i m i s t i c  i n  o u t l o o k .  A rc h i t e c t s  w e re  p re p a re d  t o  ex p e r i m e n t 

a n d  w i t h  n o t  m u c h .  T h i s  m a d e  t h e m  g ro u n d b re a k i n g .  E n g i n e e r  Pe t e r  M i l l e r 

wa s  c a l c u l at i n g  s p a n s  fo r  H a r r y  S e i d l e r ’s  h o u s e s  t h at  w e re  u n h e a rd  o f.  O l d e r 

t h a n  u s ,  H a r r y  d e s i g n e d  h o u s e s  t h at  w e re  v e r y  s p e c i a l ,  d i f fe re n t  f ro m  o u r 

p re o c c u p at i o n s  w i t h  m at e r i a l i t y  a n d  l a n d s c a p e .  I n  M e l b o u r n e  i n  1 9 5 5 ,  w h e n  I 

wa s  d o i n g  m y  n at i o n a l  s e r v i c e  at  Po i n t  C o o k ,  I ’d  v i s i t ,  w i t h  fe l l o w  a rc h i t e c t u re 

s t u d e n t  a n d  f r i e n d  R o b e r t  M a r t i n ,  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  R o b i n  B o yd ,  Pe t e r  M c I n t y re , 

N e i l  C l e re h a n  a n d  G u i l fo rd  B e l l .  T h e  w o r k  wa s n’ t  c ra z y  –  i t  wa s  g o o d .  Ev e n  t h e 

M c I n t y re s’  ‘ H i l l s  H o i s t ’  h o u s e  (t h e  B r u n t  H o u s e ,  H o u s e  3 9 )  m a d e  s e n s e  o n  i t s 

p re c i p i t o u s  s i t e .
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B a c k  i n  S yd n e y,  I  w o r ke d  f u l l  t i m e  fo r  N e v i l l e  G r u z m a n  w h i l e  s t u d y i n g  p a r t  t i m e 

at  S yd n e y  Te c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  ( l at e r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  S o u t h  Wa l e s ) .  At  t h at 

t i m e  N e v i l l e  wa s  d e s i g n i n g  s o m e  o f  h i s  b e s t  h o u s e s  –  l i ke  t h e  P ro b e r t ,  H o l l a n d 

( H o u s e  9 0 )  a n d  B e n j a m i n  h o u s e s  –  a n d  m o v i n g  f ro m  Wr i g h t  t o  J a p a n  i n  h i s 

a e s t h e t i c  i n t e re s t s .  D u r i n g  h i s  p o s t g ra d u at e  p l a n n i n g  s t u d i e s ,  N e v i l l e  s h a re d 

a f t e r- h o u r s  o f f i c e  s p a c e  w i t h  I a n  M c K ay,  B r u c e  R i c k a rd  a n d  H a r r y  H o wa rd , 

a s  w e l l  a s  B i l l  a n d  R u t h  Lu c a s .  I t  wa s  h a rd  n o t  t o  b e  a f fe c t e d  b y  t h e  w e a l t h  o f 

i d e a s  a n d  exc e l l e n t  ex a m p l e s  a ro u n d  m e .  B i l l  a n d  R u t h  w e re  w o r k i n g  o n  t h e i r 

m i n i m a l  C a s t l e c ra g  h o u s e  ( H o u s e  70 )  w h e n  I  wa s  i n  t h e  G r u z m a n  o f f i c e  –  i t ’s 

a  t r u e  g e m .  I  a l s o  a d m i re d  a  h o u s e  t h e y ’d  d o n e  at  Fo r t y  B a s ke t s  w i t h  c o p i o u s 

s u n s h a d i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  I  t h e n  w o r ke d  fo r  A r t h u r  Le v i d o  a n d  B i l l  B a ke r.  B i l l 

w o u l d  g o  o n  t o  d e s i g n  t h e  h u g e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  p ro j e c t  h o u s e  t h e  S u n l i n e  H o m e , 

a n d  b o t h  d e s i g n e d  exc e l l e n t  s m a l l  h o u s e s  fo r  Q a n t a s  p i l o t s  a n d  e n g i n e e r s  – 

B i l l  a l s o  b e i n g  a  Q a n t a s  p i l o t  f l y i n g  707 s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t at e s .

T h e  l i s t  o f  a rc h i t e c t s  d e s i g n i n g  g o o d ,  re s p o n s i b l e  h o u s e s  f ro m  t h e  l at e  1 9 5 0 s 

a n d  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s  i n c l u d e  J o h n  A l l e n  a n d  R u s s e l l  J a c k  ( fo r  w h o m  I  a l s o  w o r ke d ) , 

Lo d e r  a n d  D u n p h y,  a n d  B r y c e  M o r t l o c k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  B a d h a m  H o u s e  i n 

C ro n u l l a  –  I  l o v e d  i t s  p o s t- a n d - b e a m  f ra m e  b l a c ke n e d  w i t h  s u m p  o i l .  T h e re 

wa s  B e r t  R e a d ,  w h o  w o r ke d  w i t h  I a n  M c K ay  a n d  P h i l i p  C ox ,  a n d  a l s o  i n  t h e i r 

o f f i c e  wa s  Po l i s h  é m i g ré  A n d r ze j  C e p r y n s k i ,  w h o s e  ex p e r t i s e  i n  b r i c k  d e t a i l i n g 

wa s  l e g e n d a r y,  w i t h  t h e  To c a l  C o l l e g e  C h a p e l  a  s u p e r b  ex a m p l e .  I n  B r i s b a n e ,  I 

k n e w  a b o u t  t h e  c l e v e r,  c l i m at i c a l l y  re s p o n s i v e  h o u s e s  o f  J o h n  D a l t o n  a n d  J o h n 

R a i l t o n .  At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  I  a p p re c i at e d ,  i n  a  d i f fe re n t  way,  S yd n e y  A n c h e r ’s 

h o u s e s ,  w h e re  t h e  s h a d o w s  o f  e u c a l y p t s  fe l l  u p o n  b a g g e d  b r i c k  wa l l s  p a i n t e d 

w h i t e ,  a l m o s t  a s  i f  i n  a  p a i n t e r l y  way.  H e re  wa s  a n  a r t i s t  w i t h  h i s  p a l e tt e :  b u i l d i n g 

a n d  l a n d s c a p e  d raw n  t o g e t h e r  i n  a e s t h e t i c  d i a l o g u e .

M y  f i rst  h o u s e  wa s  fo r  c h a m p i o n  sw i m m e r  J o h n  D ev i tt  a n d  h i s  w i fe  We n d y  i n 

B e ac o n  H i l l  ( H o u s e  1 0 6 ) .  I  k n ew  J o h n  b e c a u s e  I  wa s  a l s o  a  sw i m m e r,  t h o u g h 

n ot h i n g  l i ke  h i m !  I  d e s i g n e d  t h e i r  h o u s e  i n  my  s i xt h  ye a r  of  st u d i e s  a n d  i t  wa s 

b u i l t  a n d  f i n i s h e d  by  S e pte m b e r  1 9 62  w h e n  I  we nt  ove rs e a s .  I t  wa s  a n  i m p o r t a nt 

h o u s e  fo r  m e.  I  l e a r nt  t h at  t h e  st re et  wa s  n ot  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  fac e  of  t h e  h o u s e. 

I t  wa s n’t  n e c e s s a r y  to  s h ow  off.  I n ste ad ,  t h e  D ev i tt  H o u s e  p re s e nte d  a  q u i ete r 

q u a l i t y  to  t h e  st re et :  b l a n k  b r i c k  wa l l s  fac i n g  we st ;  w h i l e  o n  t h e  e a st  s i d e,  away 

f ro m  t h e  st re et ,  i t  o p e n e d  u p  to  t h e  m o r n i n g  s u n  a n d  a  v i ew  of  t h e  Pac i f i c  O c e a n . 

Th e  h o u s e  wa s  e nte re d  t h ro u g h  a  c o u r t ya rd ,  a n d  t h e  b e d ro o m s  e i t h e r  fac e d  i nto 

t h e  c e nt ra l  c o u r t ya rd  o r  n o r t h ,  s o  t h at  a l l  i nte r n a l  ro o m s  h ad  a  n o r t h e r l y  a s p e c t . 

P r i vac y,  p ro s p e c t  a n d  ref u g e,  a n d  a  c o n s i d e re d  re s p o n s e  to  c l i m ate,  we re  a l l 

p re s e nt  t h e re  –  a n d  i t ’s  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s  I ’ ve  t a ke n  t h ro u g h  i nto  a l l  my  h o u s e s .



v i i i i x

Fo r  m e ,  1 9 5 0  t o  1 9 6 5  wa s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  p e r i o d s  i n  A u s t ra l i a n  a rc h i t e c t u re 

a n d  h a s  b e e n  l i t t l e  re c o g n i s e d  a s  s u c h .  O f  c o u r s e ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s  t o d ay 

d o n’ t  c o m p l y  w i t h  o u r  c u r re n t  t h e r m a l - p e r fo r m a n c e  re q u i re m e n t s .  B u t  p o s s i b l y 

w e’ re  l o o k i n g  at  t h e s e  re q u i re m e n t s  i n  a  n a r ro w  way  –  p e r h a p s  i n s t e a d  e v e r y 

h o u s e h o l d  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  a  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  k i l o watt  h o u r s  a n d  a s ke d  t o 

m a n a g e  t h e m  t h ro u g h  t h e  y e a r.  T h i s  w o u l d  re d e f i n e  a n d  s h i f t  l i v i n g  h a b i t s  t o 

m i n i m i s e  e n e rg y  wa s t a g e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  p re s c r i p t i v e .  T h i s  d o e s n’ t  m a ke  t h e 

1 5 0  h o u s e s  i n  t h i s  b o o k  a n y  l e s s  i n t e re s t i n g  o r  a n y  l e s s  c h a l l e n g i n g .  A l m o s t 

a l l  o f  t h e m  a re  n o - n o n s e n s e  h o u s e s  t h at  e m p l o y  s i m p l e  m at e r i a l s  a n d  d i re c t 

c o n s t r u c t i o n a l  t e c h n i q u e s ,  a n d  a l m o s t  a l l  h av e  a  s e n s e  o f  s p at i a l  m o d e s t y. 

T h e re  a re  l e s s o n s  h e re  fo r  a l l  o f  u s .

M u l l e r  H o u s e ,  W h a l e 

B e a c h ,  N SW,  1 9 5 4 . 

A rc h i t e c t :  Pe t e r  M u l l e r. 

P h o t o g ra p h :  M a x 

D u p a i n .
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Introduction

A n  u n f i n i s h e d  
ex p e r i m e n t  i n  l i v i n g
A u s t ra l i a  p a r t i c i p at e d  i n  t h e  p o s t–Wo r l d  Wa r  I I  i n t e r n at i o n a l  a d o p t i o n  o f  m o d e r n 

a rc h i t e c t u re ,  n o t a b l y  i n  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  a s  s c h o o l s , 

l i b ra r i e s ,  h o s p i t a l s  a n d  p o l i c e  s t at i o n s .  B u t  i t  wa s  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e s  b y 

A u s t ra l i a n  a rc h i t e c t s  t h at  t h e  a s p i rat i o n s  a n d  i n v e s t i g at i o n s  o f  i n t e r n at i o n a l 

m o d e r n  a rc h i t e c t u re  w e re  m o s t  e l o q u e n t l y  a n d  s k i l f u l l y  ex p re s s e d .  I n 

re s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  ex p a n s i o n  a n d  re p l a c e m e n t  o f  ex i s t i n g  h o u s i n g 

s t o c k ,  a n d  t h e  a c c o m m o d at i o n  o f  t h e  b a b y- b o o m e r  g e n e rat i o n ,  p o s t wa r 

a rc h i t e c t s  a s s i s t e d  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  s i n g l e - fa m i l y  h o u s e  a  c e n t ra l  ex p re s s i o n  o f 

A u s t ra l i a n  c u l t u re .

Th e  a rc h i te c ts  of  t h e s e  h o u s e s  l e a r nt  f ro m  t h e  ex p e r i m e nts  i n  Eu ro p e  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s 

a n d  1 9 3 0 s ,  a n d  t h e i r  l ate r  d eve l o p m e nt  o n  t h e  We st  C o a st  of  t h e  U n i te d  St ate s  i n 

t h e  1 9 4 0 s  a n d  1 9 5 0 s .  Th ey  l e a r nt  f ro m  t h e  d o m e st i c  wo r k  of  Fra n k  L l oyd  Wr i g ht 

a n d  t h e  a rc h i te c t u ra l  f u n d a m e nt a l i s m  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  N ew  B r u t a l i sts .  Th e re  we re 

a l s o  Eu ro p e a n  é m i g ré  a rc h i te c ts  w h o  m ad e  n ew  a n d  d i ve rs e  i nte r p ret at i o n s 

of  w h at  M o d e r n i s m  m i g ht  m e a n  i n  a n  Au st ra l i a n  s ett i n g .  I n  ad d i t i o n ,  e a r l i e r 

exa m p l e s  i n  Au st ra l i a  of  ex p e r i m e nt a l  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l  a rc h i te c t u re,  a n d  of  a n 

a rc h i te c t u re  t h at  e n g ag e d  w i t h  n at i o n a l i st  a n d  re g i o n a l i st  c o n c e r n s ,  h ad  a 

s i g n i f i c a nt  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  M o d e r n i st  p o st wa r  h o u s e s  d e s i g n e d  fo r  t h e  n ew 

s u b u r b s  of  Au st ra l i a n  c i t i e s .

M u c h  o f  t h e  a rc h i t e c t- d e s i g n e d  h o u s i n g  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  wa s  d e v e l o p e d  f ro m 

a  s t ro n g  s o c i a l  a g e n d a ,  a s  a n  ex p e r i m e n t a l  m o d e l  fo r  a  way  o f  l i v i n g  t h at 

o p t i m i s e d  t h e  A u s t ra l i a n  c l i m at e  a n d  s i t e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  a l i g n e d  i t s e l f  w i t h 
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M o d e r n i s t  c o n c e r n s  fo r  s p at i a l  c o n t i n u i t y,  a e s t h e t i c  r i g o u r,  a n d  t h e  i n n o vat i v e 

u s e  o f  n e w  m at e r i a l s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  T h e  a rc h i t e c t s  w e re  re s p o n s i v e  t o 

t h e  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  w ro u g h t  b y  t h e  i n t ro d u c t i o n  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n d  t h e  n e e d 

fo r  h o u s e s  t o  h av e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  re s p o n d  t o  g ro w t h  a n d  c h a n g e .  M a n y  o f 

t h e  h o u s e s  w e re  f r u g a l  i n  f i n i s h ,  m o d e s t  i n  a re a ,  m u t e  i n  a rc h i t e c t u ra l  s t y l e , 

b u t  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  a  m o re  ex p a n s i v e  p ro g ra m  o f  e n s u r i n g  a c c e s s  t o  a f fo rd a b l e 

h o u s i n g ,  w h i c h  d i g n i f i e d  a n d  m a x i m i s e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l s  o f  s u b u r b a n  l i v i n g .

T h e  u n i q u e  a rc h i t e c t u ra l  ex p e r i m e n t s  i n  A u s t ra l i a n  h o u s i n g  f ro m  1 9 5 0  t o  1 9 6 5 

re m a i n  u n a s s i m i l at e d ,  n o t  y e t  t ra n s l at e d  i n t o  m a i n s t re a m  h o u s i n g .  U n t i l  n o w, 

t h e re  h a s  b e e n  n o  a p p ro p r i at e  a n a l y t i c a l  f ra m e w o r k  t h at  w o u l d  a l l o w  s u c h 

a s s i m i l at i o n ,  n o r  a l l o w  i t  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e 

s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o s t wa r  A u s t ra l i a n  s o c i e t y  a n d  c u l t u re .

M o d e r n  a rc h i t e c t u re  g e n e rat e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  ke y  t h e m e s  i n  h o u s i n g  t h at , 

i n  t h e i r  re s p o n s e  t o  s o c i a l  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e ,  a l t e re d  t h e  fa c e  o f 

A u s t ra l i a n  s u b u r b a n  l i v i n g .  T h i s  b o o k  i d e n t i f i e s  t h o s e  ke y  t h e m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 

c o n c e r n  fo r  c l i m at i c  d e s i g n  i s s u e s ;  e n h a n c e d  h o u s e – s i t e  re l at i o n s h i p s ;  o p e n 

p l a n n i n g ;  a c c o m m o d at i n g  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e  a r i s i n g  f ro m  t h e  i n t ro d u c t i o n 

o f  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  h o m e  a p p l i a n c e s  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s u m e r  g o o d s ;  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g 

u s e  o f  t h e  c a r ;  t h e  c h a n g i n g  ro l e  a n d  p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n ;  t h e  t e s t i n g  o f 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m at e r i a l  i n n o vat i o n s ;  ex p e r i m e n t at i o n  w i t h  n e w  fo r m s  a r i s i n g 

f ro m  i n t e r n at i o n a l  M o d e r n i s t  a rc h i t e c t u ra l  w o r k  a n d  re v i s i t i n g  l o c a l  h o u s e 

t ra d i t i o n s ;  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n e w  t y p o l o g i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c o u r t ya rd  h o u s e 

a n d  t h e  b i - n u c l e a r  p l a n ;  a n d  t h e  re i n t e r p re t at i o n  o f  u r b a n  t y p e s  s u c h  a s  t h e 

t e r ra c e  h o u s e .

B e c a u s e  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e s  a re ,  b y  n at u re ,  p r i vat e ,  t h e i r  re c o rd i n g , 

d o c u m e n t at i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  ex p o s u re  i s  i n c o m p l e t e .  N u m e ro u s  ex a m p l e s 

o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s  h av e  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a rc h i t e c t ’s 

o e u v re ,  b u t  m a n y  m o re  re m a i n  u n ex p o s e d .  T h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  p re s e n t at i o n  a s  a n 

e l o q u e n t  a rg u m e n t  fo r  t h e  p l u ra l i s t  a s p i rat i o n s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  h a s  n o t  p re v i o u s l y 

b e e n  att e m p t e d .  T h e re  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  r i g o ro u s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e i r 

c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  a rc h i t e c t u ra l  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b o t h  i n t e r n at i o n a l  a n d 

A u s t ra l i a n ,  n o r  a  s u f f i c i e n t  e va l u at i o n  o f  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  a rc h i t e c t u ra l  h i s t o r y. 

S i m i l a r l y,  t h e re  h a s  b e e n  n o  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  ro l e  o f  t h i s  m o d e r n  h o u s i n g  i n 

t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c u l t u re  o f  A u s t ra l i a  a n d  i t s  p e rc e p t i o n  o f  i t s e l f.

T h i s  b o o k  c a n n o t  a d d re s s  a l l  o f  t h e s e  o m i s s i o n s ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  att e m p t  a n 

a n a l y t i c a l  f i r s t  s t e p  t h ro u g h  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  1 5 0  h o u s e s  t h at  s p a n  t h e  p e r i o d 
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f ro m  1 9 5 0  t o  1 9 6 5 ,  s e l e c t e d  f ro m  a c ro s s  a l l  A u s t ra l i a n  s t at e s  a n d  t e r r i t o r i e s . 

T h e  h o u s e s  h av e  h a d  t h e i r  p l a n s  re d raw n  t o  a  c o m m o n  m e t r i c  s c a l e  a n d  s t y l e , 

a l l o w i n g  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  b o t h  h o u s e  s i ze s  a n d  a m e n i t i e s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  a s 

t h e  p e r i o d  m o v e s  f ro m  a u s t e r i t y  t o  a f f l u e n c e .  E a c h  p l a n  i s  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y 

a  b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  a n d  p e r i o d  p h o t o g ra p h s  t h at  a s s i s t  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e 

ke y  d e s i g n  i s s u e s  b e i n g  p u r s u e d .  F i v e  e s s ay s ,  c o -w r i tt e n  b y  t h e  t h re e  a u t h o r s , 

u s e  t h e s e  1 5 0  h o u s e s  t o  ex p o s e  i d e a s  a n d  t h e m e s  t h at  a re ,  i n  t h e m s e l v e s , 

u n f i n i s h e d ,  s t i l l  w o r ks  i n  p ro g re s s .

Examined independently,  the plans provide a persuasive and engaging history of 

the period.  They are a testament to the ski l ls of the architects involved as they 

wrestle,  init ial ly,  with the demands of the individual sites and cl ients,  then with the 

planning evolution that occurs in response to sociocultural  changes brought on by 

the car and technology,  and then with the architectural  imperatives of the period.

W h y  i s  t h i s  u s e f u l  t o d ay ?  A p a r t  f ro m  t h e  d e s i re  t o  d o c u m e n t  a n d  e va l u at e 

t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  A u s t ra l i a n  a rc h i t e c t u ra l  h i s t o r y,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h o u s i n g 

i n  A u s t ra l i a  h a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c u r re n c y  a n d  u rg e n c y.  We  a re  i n  a  p e r i o d  w h e re 

h o u s i n g  a f fo rd a b i l i t y  a n d  l a c k  o f  d i v e r s i t y  i n  h o u s i n g  t y p e s  a re  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s . 

T h e re  a re  v e r y  fe w  h o u s i n g  t y p e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s i n g l e  d e t a c h e d  h o u s e  o n  i t s 

o w n  l a n d  a n d  t h e  a p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  v e r y  l i m i t e d  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  m a r ke t  b e i n g 

w i l l i n g  t o  ex p e r i m e n t  w i t h  a l t e r n at i v e s .

Th e  p e r i o d  c ove re d  by  t h i s  b o o k ,  h oweve r,  i s  m a r ke d  by  ex p e r i m e nt at i o n ,  a 

w i l l i n g n e s s ,  i n  a  p e r i o d  of  s h o r t ag e s  i n  m ate r i a l s  a n d  m o n ey,  to  m ove  o u ts i d e 

c o nve nt i o n s ,  to  te st  d i f fe re nt  h o u s e  t y p e s ,  d i f fe re nt  m ate r i a l s ,  n ew  fo r m s  of 

c o n st r u c t i o n ,  to  p u s h  re g u l at i o n s ,  a n d  to  va l o r i s e  t h e  e c o n o m i c a l  a n d  t h e  s m a l l .

M a ny  of  t h e  h o u s e s  b u i l t  b et we e n  1 9 5 0  a n d  1 9 6 5  a re  l o c ate d  i n  w h at  a re  n ow  t h e 

m i d d l e  s u b u r b s  of  Au st ra l i a n  c i t i e s ,  t h o s e  s u b u r b s  t h at  a re  s l ate d  fo r  d e n s i f i c at i o n . 

O f  t h e  1 5 0  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  m a ny  h ave  a l re ad y  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  Th e  m o re 

m o d e st  h o u s e s  d o  n ot  p rov i d e  t h e  l eve l  of  a m e n i t y  ex p e c te d  of  h o u s e s  to d ay, 

i n  w h i c h  m u c h  of  t h e  a m e n i t y  of  t h e  p u b l i c  re a l m  –  t h e  we l l - e q u i p p e d  re st a u ra nt 

k i tc h e n ,  t h e  b i l l i a rd  t a b l e,  t h e  ka rao ke  l o u n g e,  t h e  c i n e m a ,  t h e  sw i m m i n g  p o o l 

–  h a s  b e e n  re l o c ate d  to  t h e  p r i vate  re a l m  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h o u s e,  m a k i n g 

Au st ra l i a’s  n ew  s u b u r b a n  h o u s i n g  a m o n g  t h e  l a rg e st  i n  t h e  wo r l d .

T h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  d e n s i f i c at i o n  w i l l  p l a c e  t h e  re m a i n i n g  h o u s e s  u n d e r  t h re at , 

a l t h o u g h  t h e re  a re  u s e f u l  l e s s o n s  a b o u t  d e n s i t y  t o  b e  l e a r n t  f ro m  a m o n g  t h e 

1 5 0  s e l e c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  b o o k .  W h i l e  t h e  t y p e s  a re  va r i e d ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e s , 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c o u r t ya rd  t y p e s  ( h o u s e s  2 8 ,  6 3 ,  8 8 ,  9 2 ,  9 5  a n d  1 0 1 ) ,  s u g g e s t 

p ro t o t y p e s  fo r  h o u s i n g  o n  s m a l l e r  l o t s  i n  m o re  i n t e n s i f i e d  s e tt i n g s ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s 

( h o u s e s  11 9  a n d  1 2 0 )  o f fe r  m o re  m o d e r n  a p p ro a c h e s  t o  o l d e r  a n d  d e n s e r 

m o d e l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  t e r ra c e  h o u s e .

T h e  p o s t wa r  ‘ n e w  s t a r t ’  m e n t a l i t y,  s at u rat e d  w i t h  c a u t i o u s  o p t i m i s m  a n d 

a  s e n s e  o f  c o m m o n  p u r p o s e ,  p ro v i d e d  a  fe r t i l e  b a s e  fo r  a n  a rc h i t e c t u ra l 

p ro fe s s i o n  e n t h u s e d  b y  t h e  re fo r m i n g  ze a l  o f  m i d - c e n t u r y  M o d e r n i s m .  I t 

m a r ke d  a  re l at i v e l y  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  s t ro n g  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  a rc h i t e c t s  i n  t h e 

d e s i g n  o f  h o u s i n g  fo r  ‘e v e r y m a n’ .  T h i s  wa s  exe m p l i f i e d  b y  t h e  R o ya l  V i c t o r i a n 

I n s t i t u t e  o f  A rc h i t e c t s  ( R V I A )  S m a l l  H o m e s  S e r v i c e ,  i n  w h i c h  a rc h i t e c t s 

p ro v i d e d  h o u s e  p l a n s ,  re a d y  fo r  b u i l d i n g  a p p ro va l ,  t h at  c o u l d  b e  b o u g h t  b y 

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  fo r  £ 5 .  T h i s  V i c t o r i a n  s e r v i c e ,  a l t h o u g h  re p e at e d  i n 

o t h e r  A u s t ra l i a n  s t at e s ,  h a d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p ro f i l e ,  b e i n g  d i re c t e d  fo r  i t s  f i r s t  s i x 

y e a r s  f ro m  1 9 4 7  b y  R o b i n  B o yd ,  w h o s e  p u b l i c  p e r s o n a  g re w  w i t h  t h e  s e r v i c e , 

a n d  p ro m o t e d  b y  i t s  c o l l a b o rat o r,  T h e  Ag e  n e w s p a p e r.  A n d  l at e r,  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s , 

a s  J u d i t h  O’C a l l a g h a n  a n d  C h a r l e s  P i c ke tt  h av e  w r i tt e n ,  t h e re  wa s  a  c l o s e  a n d 

p ro d u c t i v e  a l l i a n c e  b e t w e e n  s e v e ra l  i n n o vat i v e  p ro j e c t- h o u s e  b u i l d e r s  a n d 

t h e i r  s e l e c t e d  a rc h i t e c t s ,  w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  p ro v i d i n g  w e l l - d e s i g n e d  h o u s e s  t h at 

w o u l d  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  a f fo rd a b l e  fo r  a l l  A u s t ra l i a n s .1

R o b i n  B o yd  wa s  a  ke y  a n d  u n i q u e  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  i m m e d i at e  p o s t wa r  p e r i o d 

i n  A u s t ra l i a  –  a s  a  re s i d e n t i a l  a rc h i t e c t ,  a s  a n  a s t u t e  a rc h i t e c t u ra l  c o m m e n t at o r 

w h o  e n j o y e d  i n t e r n at i o n a l  ex p o s u re ,  a n d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  d i re c t o r  o f  t h e  S m a l l 

H o m e s  S e r v i c e .  H i s  a c t i v e  p e r i o d  o v e r l a p s  w i t h  t h e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  b e i n g  s t u d i e d 

w i t h i n  t h i s  b o o k ,  a n d  re fe re n c e  t o  h i m  i s  t h e re fo re  f re q u e n t .

I n  1 9 4 3 ,  a s  S e rg e a n t  R o b i n  P.  B o yd ,  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  S A LT ,  t h e  e d u c at i o n 

j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  A u s t ra l i a n  A r m y,  a  p ro p o s e d  h o u s e  d e s i g n  fo r  t h e  re t u r n i n g 

s o l d i e r,  ‘ t h e  t y p i c a l  c a s e  o f  o u r  t e n t m at e :  C o r p o ra l  J .  H .  J o n e s’ . 2 T h i s  m o d e s t 

m o d e r n  o p e n - p l a n  h o u s e  wa s  t o  p ro v i d e  t h e  w e l l - d e s i g n e d  n e w  s t a r t  fo r  t h e 

s e r v i c e m a n  re t u r n i n g  t o  c i v i l i a n  l i fe .  B o yd  l at e r  c o n t r i b u t e d  re g u l a r l y  t o  a 

c o l u m n  i n  T h e  Ag e  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  w ro t e  ex t e n s i v e l y  i n  j o u r n a l s  a n d  b o o ks 

a b o u t  t h e  ro l e  o f  t h e  a rc h i t e c t  i n  A u s t ra l i a n  s o c i e t y.

A s  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I  d re w  t o  a  c l o s e ,  S A LT  p u b l i s h e d  a  ra n g e  o f  a r t i c l e s  o n  t h e  b ro a d 

s u b j e c t  o f  h o w  p o s t wa r  A u s t ra l i a n s  c o u l d  b e  re h o u s e d .  S A LT  wa s  n o t  a l o n e . 

I n  1 9 4 4 ,  S yd n e y  a rc h i t e c t  J o h n  D.  M o o re  p u b l i s h e d  H o m e  Ag a i n !  D o m e st i c 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  f o r  t h e  N o r m a l  A u st r a l i a n ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  p ro p o s e d  a  n e w  p o s t wa r 

a p p ro a c h  t o  h o u s i n g . 3 A n o t h e r  S yd n e y  a rc h i t e c t ,  Wa l t e r  B u n n i n g ,  w ro t e  H o m e s 
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i n  t h e  S u n  i n  1 9 4 5 ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  c r i t i q u e s  c o n t e m p o ra r y  A u s t ra l i a n  p l a n n i n g  a n d 

h o u s e  d e s i g n ,  a n d  p ro p o s e s  a  ra n g e  o f  n e w  c l i m at i c a l l y  re s p o n s i v e  d e s i g n s . 4

I n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r,  t h e  A u st r a l i a n  Wo m e n’s  We e k l y  p u b l i s h e d  H o m e  P l a n s ,  a 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a rc h i t e c t- d e s i g n e d  h o u s e  p l a n s  f ro m  A u s t ra l i a  a n d  A m e r i c a , 

p ro m o t i n g  re s p o n s i b l e  a n d  m o d e r n  h o u s i n g  d e s i g n  a s  a n  a n t i d o t e  t o  ‘ t h e 

f l o o d  o f  p o o r l y  p l a n n e d ,  p o o r l y  d e s i g n e d  a n d  b a d l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  h o u s e s  t h at 

fo l l o w e d  Wo r l d  Wa r  I ’ . 5

O t h e r  p o p u l a r  m a g a z i n e s ,  A u st r a l i a n  H o m e  B e a u t i f u l  a n d  A u st r a l i a n  H o u s e 

a n d  G a r d e n ,  b e c a m e  s t ro n g  p ro m o t e r s  o f  M o d e r n i s t  d e s i g n  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  a n d 

g av e  g e n e ro u s  c o v e ra g e  t o  m o d e r n  h o u s e s  a n d  t h e i r  a rc h i t e c t s ,  b r i n g i n g  t h i s 

w o r k  t o  a  b ro a d e r  p u b l i c  a u d i e n c e .  A n d  w i t h i n  t h e  d e s i g n  p ro fe s s i o n s ,  j o u r n a l s 

s u c h  a s  A r c h i t e c t u r e  ( i n  m i d -1 9 5 5  re n a m e d  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  A u st r a l i a ,  n o w 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  A u st r a l i a ) ,  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  A r t s ,  a n d  A r c h i t e c t u r e  To d ay  re g u l a r l y 

fe at u re d  awa rd -w i n n i n g  t re n d s e tt i n g  re s i d e n t i a l  d e s i g n s  b y  t h e  a rc h i t e c t u re 

p ro fe s s i o n’s  m o s t  p ro g re s s i v e  p ra c t i t i o n e r s .  T h e  a rc h i t e c t- d e s i g n e d  h o u s e  i n 

A u s t ra l i a  wa s  re g a rd e d  t h e n ,  a s  i t  s t i l l  i s  t o d ay,  a s  a  l a b o rat o r y  o f  i d e a s  fo r 

f u t u re  l i v i n g .

T h e s e  m a g a z i n e s  h av e  p ro v i d e d  i n va l u a b l e  s o u rc e  m at e r i a l  fo r  t h i s  b o o k , 

a s  h a s  t h e  l at e  J e n n i fe r  Tay l o r ’s  f i r s t  b o o k ,  A n  A u st r a l i a n  I d e n t i t y :  H o u s e s  f o r 

S y d n e y,  1 9 5 3 – 6 3  ( 1 97 2 ) ; 6 t h e  P h D  t h e s e s  b y  P h i l i p  G o a d ,  ‘ T h e  m o d e r n  h o u s e 

i n  M e l b o u r n e  1 9 4 5 –1 975 ’ , 7 a n d  C o n ra d  H a m a n n ,  ‘ M o d e r n  a rc h i t e c t u re  i n 

M e l b o u r n e :  t h e  a rc h i t e c t u re  o f  G ro u n d s ,  R o m b e rg  a n d  B o yd ,  1 9 2 7–1 97 1 ’ ; 8 a n d 

t h e  ex h i b i t i o n  c at a l o g u e  p re p a re d  b y  G e o f f re y  Lo n d o n  a n d  D u n c a n  R i c h a rd s , 

M o d e r n  H o u s e s :  A r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d  H o u s e s  i n  We st e r n  A u st r a l i a  f r o m  1 9 5 0  t o 

1 9 6 0 . 9  Ke y  s o u rc e s  h av e  a l s o  b e e n  s i m i l a r  c o n t e m p o ra r y  att e m p t s  ( p u b l i s h e d 

d u r i n g  o r  i m m e d i at e l y  a f t e r  o u r  p e r i o d  o f  s t u d y)  t o  c re at e  a  n at i o n a l  c at a l o g u e 

o f  h o u s i n g .  C o n t i n u i n g  t h e  t re n d  s e t  b y  G e o rg e  B e i e r s’  H o u s e s  o f  A u st r a l i a 

( 1 9 4 8 ) ,  N e i l  C l e re h a n’s  B e st  A u st r a l i a n  H o u s e s  ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  I a n  M c K ay  a n d  o t h e r s’ 

L i v i n g  a n d  P a r t l y  L i v i n g  ( 1 97 1 )  a n d  H o wa rd  Ta n n e r ’s  A u st r a l i a n  H o u s i n g  i n  t h e 

S e v e n t i e s  ( 1 976 )  re m a i n  l a n d m a r k  t ex t s  o f  d o c u m e n t at i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s ,  a n d 

u n d e r l i n e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p e r i o d i c a l l y  re c o rd i n g  t h e  c o n t e m p o ra r y  s t at e  o f 

A u s t ra l i a n  h o u s i n g .1 0

S i n c e  w o r k  o n  t h i s  b o o k  s t a r t e d  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o,  a  n u m b e r  o f  o t h e r  p u b l i c at i o n s 

h av e  e m e rg e d  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  c o n f i r m i n g  a n  o n g o i n g  p ro fe s s i o n a l  a n d  p o p u l a r 

i n t e re s t  i n  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  t o p i c  o f  p o s t wa r  h o u s i n g  i n  A u s t ra l i a .  A l m o s t  a l l 

h av e  b e e n  c i t y-  o r  s t at e - b a s e d ,  h o w e v e r,  s u c h  a s  1 0 0  H o b a r t  H o u s e s  ( 2 0 0 1 ) , 
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C o o l :  T h e  1 9 6 0 s  B r i s b a n e  H o u s e  ( 2 0 0 4 )  a n d  1 0 0  C a n b e r r a  H o u s e s :  A  C e n t u r y 

o f  C a p i t a l  A r c h i t e c t u r e  ( 2 0 1 3 ) .11  N o n e  h av e  att e m p t e d ,  a s  t h i s  b o o k  d o e s ,  a 

n at i o n a l  a c c o u n t  o f  m i d - c e n t u r y  d o m e s t i c  a rc h i t e c t u re .

I m m e d i ate l y  afte r  t h e  wa r,  re c o n st r u c t i o n  c e nt re d  o n  re h o u s i n g  ret u r n e d 

s e r v i c e m e n  a n d  -wo m e n .  Re st r i c t i o n s  i n  ac c e s s  to  b u i l d i n g  m ate r i a l s  a n d  f i n a n c e 

p rov i d e d  d e s i g n  c h a l l e n g e s ,  a n d  a rc h i te c ts  we re  w i l l i n g  to  ste p  i n ,  b e  p a r t  of  t h e 

c o l l e c t i ve  b u n f i g ht ,  a n d  h e l p  t ac k l e  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h ro u g h  i n n ovat i o n  a n d 

ex p e r i m e nt .  W i t h  i n c re a s i n g  aff l u e n c e,  h oweve r,  t h i s  i m p e rat i ve  b e g a n  to  l a p s e, 

a n d  a rc h i te c ts ,  i n c re a s i n g l y,  we re  c a l l e d  u p o n  a s  va l u e - e n h a n c e rs  a n d  st y l i sts 

b efo re  t h ey  m ove d  o n  to  l a rg e r  e m e rg i n g  wo r k  i n  ot h e r  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s .

I t  i s  t h e  c a s e  t h at  a  t i n y  p e rc e n t a g e  o f  A u s t ra l i a’s  h o u s i n g  i s  n o w  d e s i g n e d  b y 

a rc h i t e c t s .  E s t i m at e s  va r y  b e t w e e n  2  a n d  4  p e r  c e n t  a n d ,  o n  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f 

t h e  h o u s e s  i n  t h i s  b o o k ,  t h i s  l o w  l e v e l  o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  a  l o s t 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a r n e s s  ava i l a b l e  s k i l l s  t o  e n h a n c e  h o w  w e  l i v e  i n  o u r  h o u s e s . 

A u s t ra l i a  i s  e n g a g e d  i n  u r b a n  c o n s o l i d at i o n  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  l i m i t i n g  u r b a n  s p raw l 

a n d  e n a b l i n g  m o re  s u s t a i n a b l e  c i t i e s ,  a n d  e a c h  s t at e  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  m i n i m u m 

p e rc e n t a g e  t a rg e t s  fo r  a l l  n e w  h o u s i n g  t o  b e  i n  t h e  fo r m  o f  u r b a n  i n f i l l .  T h e s e 

t a rg e t s  a re  n o t  b e i n g  m e t ,  a n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  p ro b l e m  i s  a  l a c k  o f  c l e a r  t e s t i n g  o f 

a l t e r n at i v e  fo r m s  o f  n e w  h o u s i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  t y p e ,  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o f 

d e s i g n - l e d  p ro j e c t s  t h at  h e l p  a l l ay  c o m m u n i t y  fe a r s  o f  h i g h e r- d e n s i t y  h o u s i n g . 

T h i s  fe a r  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  m u c h  o f  w h at  i s  b e i n g  p ro d u c e d , 

l e d  b y  t h e  d e s i re  t o  m a x i m i s e  y i e l d  a n d  p ro f i t s  rat h e r  t h a n  d e s i g n  q u a l i t y.

D e s i g n  q u a l i t y  i s  t o o  o f t e n  d i s m i s s e d  a s  l i t t l e  m o re  t h a n  a n  a e s t h e t i c  v e n e e r, 

b u t  w h e n  d e s i g n  s k i l l s  a re  f u l l y  e n g a g e d ,  t h e y  c a n  f u n c t i o n  t o  e n h a n c e  a m e n i t y 

fo r  u s e r s ,  i n c re a s e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  s a fe t y,  a n d  re f l e c t  o u r  c u l t u ra l  p att e r n s 

o f  l i v i n g .

A rc h i t e c t s  a re  n e e d e d ,  a g a i n ,  t o  h av e  a n  i n c re a s e d  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  h o u s i n g , 

t o  b e  ex p e r i m e n t a l  w i t h  h o u s i n g  t y p e s ,  t o  u s e  t h e  h i g h e r- d e n s i t y  h o u s e  a s  a 

l a b o rat o r y,  a s  a  fo r m  o f  re s e a rc h .  T h e  h o u s e s  i n  t h i s  b o o k  a re  e v i d e n c e  o f  a 

p e r i o d  w h e n  h o u s e  d e s i g n  wa s  a  way  o f  re s e a rc h i n g  n e w  way s  o f  l i v i n g ,  o n l y 

s o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  w h i c h  w e re  a s s i m i l at e d  i n t o  t h e  b ro a d e r  h o u s i n g  m a r ke t .  T h e 

re s u l t  i s  a n  u n f i n i s h e d  ex p e r i m e n t  i n  l i v i n g ,  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h i s  b o o k .




