
ABOUT THE EDITORS

Carolyn D’Cruz is lecturer and program convener of Gender Sexuality and Diversity Studies at La Trobe 
University. She is the author of Identity Politics in Deconstruction: Calculating With the Incalculable (2008) and 
has published in a range of journals in the areas of philosophy, film, gender, sexuality and life writing. Much 
more of a slacktivist than an activist these days, her aim is never to lose heart in the fight for justice.

Mark Pendleton is a lecturer in the School of East Asian studies at the University of Sheffield in the United 
Kingdom, where he teaches modules in Japanese language, East Asian history and cultural studies. Before 
moving from Australia to the United Kingdom in 2012, he was active in various queer groups for more than a 
decade, most notably the Australian Lesbian and Gay Archives. He has also written for a range of academic 
and non-academic publications, including Japanese Studies, M/C Journal, Australian Feminist Law Journal, 
Overland, New Matilda and Red Pepper.

Media Release
February 2014

After Homosexual 
The Legacies of Gay Liberation

Edited by Carolyn D’Cruz and Mark Pendleton

 
Forty years have passed since the publication of Dennis Altman’s crucial text, Homosexual: Oppression and 
Liberation, which captured the vibrant and violent explosions of the gay liberation movement. 

On this anniversary, Carolyn D’Cruz and Mark Pendleton have compiled an impressive band of writers, activists, 
historians and founders of the liberation movement.

The anthology captures the voices of people who were at the forefront forty years ago, or who can comment 
on the emergence of one of the most successful movements of identity politics. 

It includes chapters from founding activists of the Gay Liberation Front, from prominent historians, from 
people reflecting on personal connections within the social movements, from contemporary literary 
figures and academics, and reproduces some of the key speeches, manifestos and ephemera of the early 
movements.

After Homosexual also looks to the future of the gay liberation movement; the challenges, the different 
measures of success and the opportunities for political and social transformation.

• 2012 marked the fortieth anniversary of Homosexual by Dennis Altman, a book reprinted, republished and 
translated many times.

• Contributors include well-known writers Christos Tsiolkas, Anne Summers, Richard Walsh.
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