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A Touch of Provence
This client has moved 
from the country and 
wanted us to design a 
beautiful garden with 
lots of interesting 
flowering plants to 
soften the two-storey 
contemporary house. 
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Storm Bay
To design a romantic-
style garden to fit 
around this Hamptons-
style home. Clients 
requested colour, 
perfume and style. 
Usable lawn areas and 
entry steps from the 
driveway were desired.
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The Stud Farm
Design and construct  
a beautiful, 
environmentally 
responsible garden for  
a semi-rural property  
for horses and to be  
easy care.
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Laurelville Manor
To design a detailed 
masterplan for this 
guesthouse 
incorporating parking, 
driveways, large lawn 
terraces for marquees, 
extensive planting plan 
for the grounds, large 
usable kitchen garden 
and chicken run. Revamp 
heritage rose garden.
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The Range
The cottage: to design  
a small garden to 
incorporate a vegetable 
garden, lawn for 
children’s play area, fire 
pit and surround the 
garden space with rock 
walls and timber 
fencing. The main house: 
to design extensive 
gardens around it 
incorporating swimming 
pool, tennis court, large 
vegetable garden to 
supply city restaurant, 
entertaining areas and 
lawn.
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Tru#es and Vines  
Gilgandra Waters 
To design a formal 
garden on a sloping 
vacant paddock that 
runs between the house 
and a tru#e orchard.
Ferngrove 
To design an attractive 
cellar door garden to  
be viewed from above  
as well as inviting to 
wander through. To be 
easy care and drought 
tolerant.
Cheeky Monkey 
To design an attractive 
relaxed easy care garden  
that has large lawn 
terraces in front of the 
restaurant. 
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Behind the Dunes
To create a private, 
usable front garden on  
a corner block 
incorporating existing 
established trees.  
Add more trees creating  
a Mediterranean park 
garden. 
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Graceful Elegance
To create an interesting 
garden that can be 
viewed from all windows 
of the house. To 
incorporate a swimming 
pool, lawn and BBQ 
areas, tranquil courtyard 
and screen the 
neighbours. A front yard 
that has street appeal as 
well as usable space.
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A Walled Garden
The client requested a 
soft picking front garden 
with practical usable 
space for the whole 
family. In the rear garden 
a feature was to be 
created for the kitchen 
eating area, screening 
neighbours’ roof tops 
and rear fence. This rear 
garden would also need 
to cope with strong 
coastal winds.
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Coastal Charm
The client brief was 
extensive; create a lush 
garden with a swimming 
pool in the backyard, 
areas for children to play, 
shaded courtyards for 
adults to entertain and  
a vegetable garden. 
Create an elegant front 
entry and a waterwise 
front verge.

55

Contemporary  
Alfresco
The brief was to design 
and functional pool  
with an entertaining 
area large enough to be 
used all year round. 
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Enchantment
To design a romantic 
style garden that can be 
maintained without too 
much fuss and 
appropriate to the 
climate. 
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Site Specifics
Orientation 
North to east,  
L shaped, front yard.  
South-facing backyard. 
Sloping down front to 
rear approx. 2 m.

Size
20 m # 40 m

Location
Coastal, approximately  
1 km from ocean. 

Soil type
Sandy

Enchantment is a charming circa 1895 house situated in an 
old established coastal suburb, which has recently been given 
a new lease on life.

Claire and Richard had more than enough experience back 
home in England restoring old English manors. They steadily 
transformed the interior of the home, but left the outside 
untouched for years, unsure of how to make a garden work 
in Western Australia’s harsh climate – a climate so different 
to their home in England. Claire discovered our second book 
and contacted us to ask whether we were able to help restore 
this beauty back to its former glory while being mindful of 
the present.

To be a part of the restoration of such a charming house 
and property is a garden-maker’s dream. To place a new 
garden around this iconic house meant the design had to 
receive the heritage authority’s tick of approval to proceed. 
Our aim was to create an easy care, biodiverse garden alive 
with an interesting palette of tough though colourful plants. 

The iron fence has been hand forged to our design right 
down to the shape of the spears to keep it as original as the 
house and to allow the garden to grow right through it. Our 
carpenters had the knowledge and patience to restore the 
front veranda back to its original glory using only recycled 
timbers. Stonemasons have constructed solid stone curved 
planters and sitting walls that provide the bones of this new 
garden. These walls are important because they provide the 
foundation for the garden to evolve by allowing plant changes 
that might reflect a new mood or taste.

Client Brief

Left 
We designed a bespoke 
wrought iron fence to 
keep a light feeling, which 
was carefully crafted so 
as to not overpower  
the front elevation of 
the house.

Opposite 
The soft foliage of 
liriope line a stepping 
path that meanders 
through mauve 
wallflower, lavender and 
daisies. Bacopa covers 
the ground. The bronze 
foliage of the magnolia 
along with syzyginm 
‘Big Red’ create a 
tapestry of flowers  
and foliage.

To design a romantic style garden that can be 
maintained without too much fuss and appropriate 
to the climate. 

Existing features
Front yard:   
mature peppermint tree

Backyard  
large mature liquidambar, 
mature lemon,  
2 orange trees,  
2 mature camellias
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Site Specifics
Orientation
Corner block, front yard 
facing northwest. 

Size
Approximately  
1,500 sqm 

Location
Coastal dunes, 500 m 
from the ocean.

Soil type
Sand dune

When we first visited the site 20 years ago it had the remains 
of a garden that was struggling to survive, an interesting 
starting point. No wonder, as to our amazement the plants 
and most of the plantings were totally inappropriate to their 
environment and proximity to the beach. For a start there 
was a group of very sick birch trees and dead azaleas planted 
in an alkaline soil and salty environment. All of this had to 
be removed.

The house is situated on a corner block so we cut out new 
levels to set the garden into a comfortable series of terraces 
creating courtyards and open spaces with privacy from the 
road and footpath. Recycled stone from the property was 
used to retain the garden in terraces. 

The garden looks lush in the gardenesque style but in fact 
it’s planted using extremely tough plants. These are the types 
of garden sites that teach you lessons; any mistakes in plantings 
that don’t like the environment just die. So as you can imagine 
over 20 years one soon learns to respect the aspect and soil 
type. Each year the garden beds are composted and mulched. 
Some areas of the garden are so thick with tough 
groundcovers that it makes a natural mulch carpet. Shrubs 
and trees that have thrived in this garden have been planted 
en masse. Plants such as westringia, lomandra, white and 
yellow gazania, African daisy, and drifts of Indian hawthorn 
are especially beautiful in spring. 

Hibiscus tiliaceus, olives and Metrosiderous screen the corner  
block from passers-by adding mystery to the garden. The 
grandchildren love this part of the garden – just imagine 
being part of a garden that your children grew up in, were 
married in and now their children play in the magical 
secret spots. 

To create a private, usable front garden on a corner 
block to incorporate existing established trees.  
To add more to create a Mediterranean park garden 
which can be viewed from all windows of the house

Client Brief

Existing features
Existing tuart and 
river gum. Height level 
di#erence from front  
to back of 2.5 m.

Design challenages
Salt winds, depleted soil, 
2.5 m height di#erence 
between front and back 
yards and to create 
privacy from the street 
without using walls.

Left  
Native grasses such  
as lomandra are mass 
planted under the 
paperbarks. Succulents 
planted in bowls sitting 
on garden walls. 

Opposite 
Dracaena draco amongst 
the olive trees makes for 
an interesting change  
in foliage.
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Site Specifics
Orientation 
Corner block, southwest 
frontage, northeast rear.

Size
34 m # 20 m

Location
Inner city, hot summer, 
wet winter.

Soil type
Sand

An inner-city federation-style house was given a complete 
makeover both inside and out to restore it to its former glory. 
The client then approached us to design and implement a 
garden to surround their newly renovated house. Situated 
on a corner block in an inner-city suburb, this house 
presented many design challenges, which included working 
with a long narrow frontage and a small backyard that was 
to include a swimming pool, children’s play area and adult 
entertaining areas. This meant that there was no room for 
error or any wasted space.

The long narrow frontage of this property presented us  
with the opportunity to design a front fence and entrance 
that would complement this charming old house. We were 
determined to give this house a beautiful garden that would 
make the most of its aspect. We decided that a white picket 
fence would be in keeping with the era of the house and the 
surrounding suburb, which is known for its historical charm. 
We decided that the fence would have to be bespoke rather 
than off the shelf and we put extra effort into the design of 
the posts, using hand carved finials to set this fence apart 
from the rest. The traditional front elevation of the house 
with its central front door meant that the front path needed 
to be directly inline with the door. The front gate is recessed 
slightly to allow you to step off the footpath and provide a 
pause before entry. Handmade cream sandstone paving, 
flush garden borders with matching bullnose steps were all 
the hardstand this garden needed. These features were 
designed to give an aged effect to the garden. We found 
that the best solution to the long narrow frontage was to 
design extended perennial borders with mass plantings of 
salvias, nepeta, lavender and bearded iris together with the 
Verbena bonariensis swaying in the breeze. These plantings 
present soft hues that complement a stand of roses.  

To create an interesting garden that can be  
viewed from all windows of the house. To incorporate  
a swimming pool, lawn and BBQ areas, tranquil 
courtyard and to screen the neighbours. A front yard 
that has street appeal as well as usable space.

Client Brief

Existing features
The old house, complete 
redesign.

Design challenages
Small spaces, corner 
block, and lots to fit 
in without feeling 
cramped.

Left and opposite 
Iris, statice and verbena 
along with clipped 
viburnum and pleached 
pears give privacy and 
colour to a busy corner.
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Site Specifics
Orientation
Front yard northeast 
and rear southwest.

Location 
Coastal 2 km from the 
beach.

Soil conditions
Sandy

This garden was a start-again project, but there were some 
existing plants that we all wanted to save. This included one 
magnificent snow pear, which became the focal point of the 
design. From that starting point we designed a walled garden 
that has charm, formality and functionality. It is situated 2 km 
from the coast and because of its orientation, and the walls 
that surround the garden, it is protected. The large house  
is oriented to view the ocean from the top storey. The formal 
design works perfectly in this walled garden. Designed on a 
grid pattern, this small area of incorporates a square fish pond, 
framed lawn areas and bordered garden beds bursting with 
informal plantings.

This is the third garden we have designed and constructed 
for Jason and Robin, and their children have grown up in our 
gardens and now are young adults. Robin loves to garden, 
she regularly applies homemade compost, worm castings and 
lupin mulch. It shows in the health of the plants and the soil. 
The soil in this garden is alive.

The snow pear inspired us to design a compacted crushed 
stone half circle, bordered by a 300 mm ! 300 mm square 
cream stone paver, which cuts into the square of  lawn 
providing a break to the formality. This allowed us to place a 
beautiful delicate French-style iron bench surrounded by the 
silver foliage of the Plectranthus argentatus and the strappy 
leaves of the arthropodium planted en masse. Opposite the 
snow pear and on the other axis point of the garden we 
placed an antique urn. Filled with silver falls and geranium it 
sits amongst herbs such as sweet basil and thyme. Positioned 
either side of the urn are two forest pansies, which have a 
wonderful heart-shaped leaf and blossoms that burst from 
the branches in spring. 

The client requested a soft picking front garden 
with practical usable space for the whole family.
In the rear garden a feature was to be created for 
the kitchen eating area, screening neighbours’ roof 
tops and rear fence. This rear garden would also 
need to cope with strong coastal winds.

Client Brief

Left 
Entering the walled 
garden through 
hand- forged iron gate.

Opposite 
The beautiful snow pear 
sits as a focal point in 
this space along with  
a delicate French-style 
iron bench surrounded 
by the silver of the 
Plectranthus argentatus. 
Chinese star jasmine 
covers the walls.
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Site Specifics
Orientation
North-facing front 
garden sloping down 
approximately 3 m to 
the backyard.

Size
51 m # 21 m

Location
Coastal, approx. 400 m 
back from ocean. 
Salt winds

This charming coastal garden is located just one street back 
from the beach and is protected from blasting salt winds by 
white rendered masonry walls. The front verge on the other 
hand is at the mercy of the elements and we planted gazanias, 
westringias and kangaroo paws. Lomandra and eremophila 
were mass planted amongst compacted granite paths. The 
yellows and blues combine to give a striking but simple palette 
to welcome you home as well as being extremely waterwise. 

The garden is only 12 months old and has been designed  
to soften but not overtake the house as ocean views are 
important. The house sits lower than the street and the land 
continues to fall at least 3 metres to the very back. Softly 
curved retaining walls designed as planters hold mixed 
colourful plantings of roses, rosemary and dwarf magnolia.

The large courtyard at the side of the house faces directly 
into the strong afternoon sun. The courtyard adds valuable 
light into the house during winter but needs protection from 
the hot summer sun. Here we designed a grid-patterned 
pergola to shade the windows from the afternoon sun and 
planted two deciduous Chinese tallow trees for summer 
shade and winter sun. The paving design is a classic Moorish 
pattern using a concrete terrazzo pour, with lawn planted in 
the centre. The lawn wraps around a trickling fountain, 
which adds to the cool relaxing ambience of this courtyard. 
This courtyard is located in the centre of the house and as 
the main living areas over look this space we have heavily 
planted against a dominant white boundary wall with a hedge 
of viburnum, crepe myrtle and prunus for height. 

Soil type
Sand

Existing Features
Sloping block

Left 
The north-facing front 
elevation overlooks a 
waterwise street verge 
of westringia, kangaroo 
paws and sunabout 
gazania.

Opposite 
Two lava bowls filled 
with day lily and silver 
falls sit at the entry to 
the garden with a 
backdrop of rosemary.

The client brief was extensive; create a lush garden 
with a swimming pool in the backyard, areas for 
children to play, shaded courtyards for adults to 
entertain and a vegetable garden. Create an elegant 
front entry and a waterwise front verge.

Client Brief
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Site Specifics
Orientation 
East-facing backyard, 
with L shaped space

Size
219 sqm

Location
Coastal, approx. 1 km 
from beach.

Soil type
Sand

This coastal project was to design a garden around an 
appealing architect-designed home that needed a separate 
living space from the open plan space of the house. The 
clients also desired a pool that was large enough to swim in. 
A complete redesign was needed here.

We felt that a timeless contemporary garden would sit well 
with this style of house. The spaces had to be well thought 
out in order to fit in everything the client wanted without 
compromising practicality or style. We designed the alfresco 
room to have enough space to move around, to incorporate 
a long dining table, cook top, fridge, sink and casual sitting 
area around a fire for winter entertainment. 

The success of this design is that all of the spaces can be 
used throughout the year. This is a true outdoor room. We 
ended up positioning this room to the back of the property 
directly behind the house and ran it lengthways to ensure 
the northern sun is maximised.

Bi-fold doors open out to a timber deck, with a simple iron 
structure supporting a beautiful wisteria that allows winter 
light to enter the room and provides cool shade in summer. 
This is especially charming looking out from the dining 
table in the pool house across to the pool with the wisteria 
framing the view. 

The north-facing wall of the main house is mostly glass with 
the kitchen and dining area overlooking a north-facing 
courtyard. We designed a serpentine stone wall as a feature 
for the courtyard with a backdrop of tropical plantings 
including frangipani and sweet-scented magnolia. The 
perfumes of both these plants drift though the house and 
garden in summer. 

The curved stone sitting wall cradles a simple ribbed urn 
water feature that adds the soft sound of water to the 
courtyard. The urn is surrounded by plantings of liriope.

The brief was to design and functional pool  with 
an entertaining area large enough to be used all 
year round.

Client Brief

Existing features
Two-storey, architect 
designed house 
1 mature lemon 

Left 
The curved stone sitting 
wall with a simple ribbed 
urn water feature is 
backed by frangipanis 
and magnolias to 
perfume the house  
and garden.

Opposite 
The view from the 
alfresco to the pool and 
the house.
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Site Specifics
Orientation
North-facing backyard 
and set forward on the 
block to make a large 
backyard.

Size
800 sqm

Location
Positioned in the coastal 
belt approximately 4 km 
from the coast and 1 km 
from the river.

Soil type
Sand

This garden surrounds a contemporary two-storey house. 
The house is set forward on the approximately 800 sqm 
block, which allowed us to get the most from the northerly 
aspect in the backyard.

Our approach in this design was to create a series of 
terraces, which would complement this modern house. The 
first terrace lawn that has scale to match both the height of 
the house and complement the travertine terrace. The large 
lawn area is used for entertaining and overlooks the rest of 
the garden. A hedge of westringia defines the house from the 
garden. The hand-crafted solid stone wing walls are 400 mm 
thick, built from local stone and just the right height to sit on. 
They are joined in the middle by a set of broad steps, 
positioned centrally to the house giving a balanced formality 
to the top terrace. As you walk through the trunks of the 
trees that are interspersed through the lawn, it takes on the 
feel of a woodland.  You are balanced on both sides by two 
white crepe myrtles along with viburnums and hibiscus 
screening the boundaries. Stepping down the broad stone 
steps that are flanked by two snow pears you enter the next 
part of the garden. Roses and perennials fill the defined, 
formal-shaped picking beds. Flowering groundcovers such 
as dymondia, arctotis, pratia and barcopa cover the soil. 
The small round fish pond adds the soft sound of bubbling 
water and is balanced by a romantic French setting placed 
on open paving, surrounded by roses and flowers under the 
shade of a deciduous tree. Roses included in this garden are 
– The Fairy, Bonica, Seduction, Edelweiss; splashes of yellow 
are Friesia and Gold Bunny and a selection of the shorter 
growing David Austin roses. 

This client has moved from the country and 
wanted us to design a beautiful garden with lots  
of interesting flowering plants to soften the  
two-storey contemporary house. 

Client Brief

Existing features
Vacant block with gentle 
slope from front to back.

Planting
There is a wide range  
of plants here creating 
a tapestry e#ect. We 
have placed these plants 
in drifts specifically for 
their size, colour and 
foliage. All these plants 
have been chosen for 
their similar water 
requirements.

Left 
The entry to this modern 
home is softened by a 
Chinese tallow, roses, 
Magnolia ‘Little gem’ 
and verbena.

Opposite 
A romantic French 
setting on open paving 
surrounded by roses and 
flowers.
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Site Specifics
Orientation 
Cut into the protection 
of a granite hillside and 
backed by national park, 
front faces east.

Size
3,000 sqm

Location
Coastal, protected from 
harsh winds, temperate 
climate, regular rainfall.

This coastal country garden is situated in the most 
beautiful setting on the fringe of a national park where 
whales can be seen from one of the many decks. Designed 
by Moran Architect in a Hamptons-style, the house is made 
of stone excavated from the site, so it was obvious that the 
garden walls and retaining walls should be constructed from 
the same material. These solid granite walls are 400 mm 
thick and skilfully handmade by local stonemasons. They 
anchor the house to the site. 

We were invited to contribute our design ideas to this 
magnificent project and it has been a very exciting 
experience. The surrounding countryside is unique; the 
house nestles into the hillside and is protected from 
prevailing winds, making the garden environment suitable 
to grow pretty much anything. We were mindful not to spoil 
the feel of the wonderful natural bush that surrounds the 
property. Existing stunted coastal trees and vegetation had 
to be protected and more indigenous varieties have been 
planted through the bush. The owner has a love of 
hydrangeas, fragrance and controlled colour in a garden  
so this directed us towards putting together a soft attractive 
garden that will contrast well with the surroundings. 
Hydrangeas love this environment and the variety we have 
suggested flowers all summer long. We added only a few 
ornamental pear trees to the front yard and lining the drive. 
The colour the pears will add in autumn and the lighter 
green foliage lends a different dimension of green against 
the dark greens of the gums. For colour, in the full sun of 
the front garden we have added red rugosa roses. The soft 
pink, old-fashioned cabbage-style flower of the Pierre de 
Ronsard has been planted to tumble down over the pergola 
and down the granite walls of the left-hand side of the 
house. The Lorraine Lee climbing rose is planted over the 
northern pergolas along with pink jasmine for fragrance.

Left 
The front lawn and 
entrance complete with 
timber steps and stone 
walls compliment this 
magnificent beach 
house.

Right 
Hydrangeas, ‘Endless 
Summer’ thrive in the 
dappled shade of  
the trees.

Soil type
Rich loam over gravel 
and clay

Water source
Water is recycled by a 
Biolytix system under 
front lawn and all roof 
water is collected into 
on site tanks.

To design a romantic-style garden to fit around  
this Hamptons-style home. Clients requested 
colour, perfume and style. Usable lawn areas and 
entry steps from the driveway were desired.

Client Brief
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Site Specifics
Orientation
House faces east on 
raised sand pad.

Size
5 acres

Location
Semi-rural, flat inland

Soil type
Sand and loam

On entering this property is was clear that John and Jane 
needed our help. We had previously designed their last 
garden on the river foreshore, which is featured in our first 
book A Natural State, so they were confident of our ability 
and design ethics.

The brief was for a simple garden that would be easily 
maintained with the main emphasis being the horses. This 
is a dedicated dressage horse stud farm where horses rule.

The site is a 5-acre semi-rural property with the house, a 
large all-weather arena and stables. The stage was set for us to 
design a garden. A large challenge awaited us as the house 
sits on a mound that looks on to the arena and paddocks.

The design of the front yard incorporated a Biolytix system 
that recycles the house’s greywater into the garden. Mass 
plantings of different forms and foliages create a tapestry of 
colour. Mass plantings also form a dense cover that restricts 
weeds. To create this wonderful effect we used drought 
tolerant plants such as lomandra for its grassy, swaying in 
the breeze effect. Eremophila adds grey tones to the picture. 
Pink leptospermum and kangaroo paws are mixed along 
with the exotics such as stattice and rock roses to add to the 
wildflower effect. The common threads with these plants 
are that they are grouped for their similar low-water 
requirement and this is something we apply to all our gardens. 

In spring it looks like a wildflower meadow. Formal paths cut 
through the garden allowing you to stroll amongst it. This 
garden buzzes with life – with birds and insects aplenty. The 
biodiversity and ecology of this garden means that no poisons 
or sprays are needed. Four spheres of Indian hawthorn are 
planted in each corner for a touch of formality. 

Design and construct a beautiful, environmentally 
responsible garden for a semi-rural property for 
horses and to be easy care. 

Client Brief

Left 
View from the front 
entry gates under the 
Chinese elm. In the 
distance poplars add 
vertical height and 
perspective to this 
3-year-old garden.

Right 
Chamelaucium in the 
foreground with 
crushed stone driveway 
leading  to the barn.

Existing features
House on a raised sand 
pad, barn, horse arena.



!"# !" GARDENS !"$ Laurelville Manor

10
Laurelville Manor



!"% !" GARDENS !"& Laurelville Manor

Site Specifics
Orientation
Large frontage faces 
east to the road and the 
back of the property 
climbs up a steep natural 
rocky outcrop.

Size
2.5 acres

Laurelville Manor, built in 1896 by Christian Fredrick 
Mouritzen, is a beautiful historic guesthouse situated in a 
small country town. The manor sits high on a hill looking 
down over the town. We were invited to inspect the site by 
new owners Sandra and Phil, who knew us from having 
designed Sandra’s last two gardens in the city. This large 
garden was going to be a work in progress project that 
Sandra was going to put together herself so it required a 
detailed masterplan. The masterplan included design; site 
details; levels, walls and steps; positioning of the new pool; 
extensive vegetable garden; chicken run; parking areas; 
lawn terraces for marquees; and a detailed planting plan. 
All these aspects had to be put together at the planning stage 
along with all the existing features that the property had to 
offer. The gardens needed style, charm and elegance to 
match the prestige that Sandra had created on the inside.

The first stage for Sandra was to get the levels correct and 
begin simplifying the existing grounds – this meant following 
the first surveyed part of the masterplan. For example there 
was an existing fibreglass swimming pool retained by rotting 
sleepers positioned completely out of scale and harmony with 
the house. In its place we designed a sweeping lawn terrace 
backed by a dry stone retaining wall and steps that lead to 
the heritage rose garden. On the new masterplan the pool  
is positioned behind the main house to a private elevated 
position that has amazing views over the town. We suggested 
that it was extremely important to the sophistication of the 
place to remove all the little rocks and sleepers that lined 
the driveways and paths and let the lawn bank down to meet 
the gravel without curbing or borders. After this simple 
process a feeling of calm began to return to this amazing 
old property. 

To design a detailed masterplan of this guesthouse 
incorporating parking, driveways, large lawn terraces 
for marquees, extensive planting plan for the grounds, 
large kitchen garden and new swimming pool. Revamp 
heritage rose garden.

Client Brief

Location
Hot and dry inland 
country set up on a hill, 
little rainfall

Soil type
Loam – clay

Left 
A winter view of the 
manor through the lilac 
trees with their branches 
dripping with golden 
berries.

Opposite 
The front elm trees 
adorned with paper like 
flowers in spring.
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Site Specifics
Orientation 
House and Cottage – 
northwest-facing 
frontage

Size
Main house area 
landscaping including 
tennis court and 
swimming pool –  
1 hectare

Cottage house area 
landscaping including 
walled garden –  
40 m # 30 m 

The first glimpse of this historic homestead reminds us of 
the movie Australia. To enter this property one drives down 
a long, winding gravel driveway lined with ancient rivergums 
(Eucalyptus Camaldulensus), over the old bridge and creek 
and then the homestead comes into view.

The homestead consists of the main house, a ballroom and 
a cottage all in need of attention. The new owners fell in love 
with the old beauty and set about restoring her into the 
modern era with total respect to the past. 

The first stage of this mammoth design was to restore the 
cottage along with its garden. Walled off by local stone and 
timber fencing this would be the start of a productive garden 
for a well known city restaurant, 1907.

We approached the cottage design by giving it sensible usable 
areas. A series of outdoor rooms deliver a good sense of 
space and also control water usage. The Range is situated in 
a very dry arid country town where every drop of water on 
site is collected – both from rainfall and underground – so 
the harvesting is important. Lawn is restricted and pathways 
are made from crushed gravel and second-hand brick. 

The land around the cottage had sloped from front to back. 
To level it we needed to retain the rear with a one-metre high 
masonry wall covered with a sandstone render that blends 
with the surroundings. Then to balance the front with the 
rear we constructed the same type of wall, only freestanding 
not retaining. The main vegetable terrace to the north of 
the cottage is framed by a unique handmade 400 mm thick 
rock wall made from local stone. These walls are kept to a 
minimum, as it is important not to overdo stone work. As 
well the walls provide a good boundary to keep children in 
and rabbits out of the vegetable beds. 

The cottage: to design a small garden to incorporate  
a vegetable garden, lawn for children’s play area, fire 
pit and surround the garden space with rock walls and 
timber fencing. The main house: to design extensive 
gardens around it, incorporating swimming pool, 
tennis court, large vegetable garden to supply city 
restaurant, entertaining areas and lawn.

Client Brief

Left 
This is a magnificent 
piece of early Australiana 
charm, set in spectacular 
scenery against the 
backdrop of a granite 
cli$ face, called  
The Range.

Opposite 
Sunset on the Range. 
Orange trees will 
eventually surround  
the pool and screen  
the fence. The sweet 
fragrance of their 
blossoms will fill the air.

Climate
Inland country, extreme 
variation in 
temperatures, hot dry 
summers with strong 
desert winds, winter 
frosts, low rainfall

Soil type
Loam with underlying 
clay

Water source
Harvested rainfall  
and soak

Existing features
The range, a rocky 
outcrop as a dominant 
backdrop to the historic 
homestead.  An old 
wooden bridge lined 
with mature Eucalypts, 
three mature Jacarandas, 
two mature oranges, 
citrus, a mature Eureka 
lemon, Cypress stricta, 
date palm, mature fig, 
three old Schinus molle, 
three old Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis and two 
oleanders. It is worth 
noting that many shrubs 
and trees of a 
Mediterranean origin 
are very drought 
tolerant and once 
established survive on 
only rainfall. 
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Site Specifics
Orientation
The formal garden faces 
east overlooking the 
lake and is broken up in 
terraces. 

Size
The total area of the 
formal garden is  
3,600 sqm

Gilgandra Waters
This is a formal garden that we designed five years ago and 
what a pleasure it was to go back and see just how beautifully 
it has matured. Owner, Jane, phoned to let us know that the 
wisteria was in flower and that it had finally covered the large 
pergola structure completely. Without haste we made our 
way down to photograph it in all its glory and, wow, what a 
sight. It was a perfect spring day and not only did the wisteria 
look stunning but the rest of the garden had progressed as 
well, thanks to their hard work. John and Jane had just 
returned from a holiday in Europe and they told us they 
were stunned by how magnificent the setting looked when 
they got home. 

Since we finished our design of the garden a few changes  
had been made, most of the apple orchard had been replaced 
by oak trees inoculated with the truffle fungus. The remaining 
pink lady apple trees still formed a wonderful backdrop to 
the terraces. 

Hedges have grown and garden rooms are developing 
bringing the garden closer to the overall design picture we 
envisaged. We consider ourselves lucky to be involved with 
Gilgandra. To us this garden will always remain special as it 
is about the long term and that is really what gardening is 
about. The place has style and charm along with sweeping 
views across the lake. Every season is a joy; autumn with the 
foliage change and spring with the blossoms, particularly 
the ornamental pears that line the driveway. Jane said that 
when the pears were in flower they looked as though they 
were covered in snow. They also have a wonderful established 
garden around the house.

Left 
A view from the middle 
terrace looking through the 
magnolias and lavenders 
towards the wisteria walk 
with the lake and 
countryside as a backdrop. 

Opposite 
Long lunches under the 
hanging blossoms of the 
wisteria – once a dream,  
is now a reality.

To design a formal garden in a sloping vacant 
paddock that runs between the house and a truffle 
orchard. Detail plans for the owner to do it 
themselves. 

Client Brief

Climate

Temperate, regular 
rainfall

Soil type
Loam
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Ferngrove Wines
This project will always hold a special interest for us as we 
were involved from the very beginning of the winery itself. 
The owner had invited us to inspect the property with the 
prospect of designing a masterplan for the cellar door 
garden. We flew down to the Frankland Valley and the site 
for the new winery, Ferngrove. The owner was filled with 
pride and excitement at the thought of creating something 
special in the wine industry and we didn’t realise the sheer 
scale of this amazing enterprise and just how successful it 
would become. Not only does Ferngrove produce world 
class wine it also is positioned in one of Western Australia’s 
most spectacular settings. It is close to the magnificent 
Stirling ranges and surrounded by rolling hills reminiscent 
of the French countryside of Provence. 

Our design approach was to terrace the levels with local stone 
walls and give the cellar door a garden to be seen from above. 
The architecture of the building is rustic and the cellar door 
itself sits high and looks down on the vines. The challenge 
for us was to design an interesting garden to look down on, 
keep it drought tolerant and use steps and levels to connect 
the front of the building to the back. The height difference 
between the front and the back is approximately 2 metres 
over a very short distance. With a lot of thought we connected 
the two by winding an interesting path and shallow steps 
through a native garden.

The garden is balanced and has a geometric design created 
from different colours and textures using the green of the 
lawn and the terracotta colour of the paving and walls. The 
tranquillity of a single water jar, which trickles gently into a 
reservoir covered in pebbles is all that is needed to create 
calm. The native birds use it as a bath every morning and 
every night, taking it in turns – such a pleasure to watch.

To design an attractive cellar door garden to  
be viewed from above as well as inviting to wander 
through. To be easy care and drought tolerant.

Client Brief

Site Specifics
Orientation
The cellar door garden 
is situated facing north 
and around to the  
east side. 

Size
Approx.  
2,000 square metres

Climate
Inland central , 
temperate

Left 
The cellar door sits 
majestically facing north 
providing commanding 
views over the garden and 
the vines. This garden is 
now reaching its full 
potential that we envisaged 
10 years ago. 

Soil type
Rich loam over gravel 

Opposite 
The contrasting paving, 
lawn and black pebbles 
define the geometry of this 
design on the north terrace 
garden. Local crushed stone 
is used in the handmade 
paving and it reflects the 
colour of the surrounding 
soil and stone walls. The 
2-metre high olive jar is 
central to the design. 
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Site Specifics Killerby cellar door and  
Cheeky Monkey 
The owner of Ferngrove was so pleased with the garden that 
they contacted us again to design their next project, another 
cellar door called Killerby, which was to be an outlet for 
Ferngrove wines, and a brewery called Cheeky Monkey in 
Margret River.

This design was to be simpler in style and more emphasis 
was to be put into the lake and tree plantings. The outline 
was lots of lawn and deciduous trees for families to enjoy 
food, wine and beer in a casual setting. Cheeky Monkey is 
already a success in its short life reflecting its simplicity. The 
design was to be unpretentious and relaxed with rolling lawns 
down to the lake, a bridge over the creek leading to a jetty. 

Our task was to supply a complete masterplan and to work 
with the architect, owner and landscape contractors to 
achieve the owner’s wishes. 

The simplicity of a jetty on a lake and a red row boat is a 
tranquil picture you never get tired of looking at, hundreds 
of native peppermint trees along with deciduous trees such 
as liquidambars, plane trees and gingkoes will make autumn 
a spectacle. Crabapples for their blossom and claret ash for 
its rich claret-coloured foliage in autumn. 

Part of the design was to incorporate the building into the 
surrounding landscape with a minimum of fuss. Low hedges 
will take the place of expensive stone walls and mass plantings 
of trees will create outdoor rooms. The dominant feature of 
this place is the dam, which is full almost all year round and 
the two existing gums across the water – no matter where 
you stand on this property you get a view. Sometimes less is 
best and this is definitely one of those places. This design 
has a real sense of place.

Orientation
The cellar door building 
and restaurant are north 
facing and the car parks 
are south-facing.

Size
2 hectares

Location
South coast of Western 
Australia, Margaret 
River. Very good rainfall

Soil type
Loam over clay

To design an attractive relaxed easy care garden  
that has large lawn terraces in front of the restaurant. 
Make the dam the focal point and plant lots of 
deciduous trees to enjoy summer shade and winter 
sun. Construct a shaded walk around the dam, bridge 
over the creek, jetty on the dam, gravel entry and 
car parks.

Client Brief

Left 
The new building sits 
comfortably beside the new 
jetty and lake. 

Opposite 
View from the cellar door to 
the new lake that will soon 
feature a central water jet. 
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