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The Go Green! Playhouse box can be used for 
several upcycled projects. Here are just a few ideas.
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        The Go Green! Playhouse was created to teach kids about our 
environment and encourage them to live a greener lifestyle. The 
playhouse’s features empower kids to improve the world around 
them through energy conservation, gardening, and recycling. For 
parents, it provides great opportunities to teach your kids about 
Going Green!

Go to www.gogreenplayhouse.com for more tips and earth-friendly activities for kids!

WAIT!Don’t toss that box!
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How to use our Living Roof
Grass on the roof!  How cool is that?  Fill the 
living wall section with about an inch of soil, 
spread grass seed, and water regularly.

The bene�ts of our Living Roof
In addition to their aesthetic beauty, living walls also have 
environmental bene�ts. They regulate the temperature inside the 
house and also work as green noise reducers.

What are the ‘holes’ for?
The holes above the playhouse door are 
for more than a pretty visual feature. Have 
your kids place full 20 oz. water bottles in 
the holes, which will refract sunlight  into 
the house creating indoor lighting.

How the light works
The water bottle functions like a prism.  Sunlight hitting the water inside 
the bottle is refracted, producing as much illumination as a 40–60 watt 
incandescent light bulb.

Living Roof
  Conserving Energy

Water Bottle Sunlights
  Conserving Energy

More bottle fun
1.

2.

Use di�erent 
colored bottles to 
change the color 
of lighting in the 
house

Use di�erent
shaped bottles
and see how the 
light changes

Living Roof

Recycle
Bins
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How to use the recycling bins
The playhouse includes two color-
coded recycle bins for kids to collect 
and sort paper and plastic to either 
recycle or use for eco-friendly activities.
The bins can also be removed, so kids 
can take their recycling items to the household recycling bins.

Why recycle?
Recycling allows materials to have a second life after their original use, 
instead of going to the land�ll.  This helps save energy when producing 
products, decreases pollution, preserves natural resources like trees and 
water, and saves the space that would be used at a land�ll.

Recycling Activities
Let’s upcycle! Upcycling allows kids to take the recycling items they 
collect and use them in new ways, giving those items a new life. A few 
of our favorites are below..

Big Bubbles
Cut o� the bottom a 

water bottle.  Dip the cut 
bottom in bubble solution 
and blow through the top 

for BIG bubbles.

Can Wind Chimes
Aluminum cans are great 
for making wind chimes. 
Allow your kid to decorate 
them with paints and 
stickers.  Watch out for 
sharp edges though. 
Simply drill or poke 
a hole in the bottom 
of the can, tie a 
washer to a string, 
and then thread the 
string through the 
hole and hang.

Egg Carton Bird Feeder
1.  Cut the top o� the egg carton. 
2.  Attached a string to each corner of
 the carton.  
3.  Fill each egg section with birdseed.  
4.  Hang outside.

Recycle Bins
  Recycle & Upcycle

How the solar light works
The solar-powered lights can be turned on 
and o� to illuminate both the outside and 
inside of the playhouse.

How solar panels turn sunlight 
into energy
Sunlight contains energy and when it hits the solar panels it turns the 
energy into electricity.  When the sunbeams hit the solar panels, the 
electrons in the crystals start moving around turning the energy into an 
electric current instead of other materials where the electrons just wiggle 
and create heat.

Why LED lights?
LEDs, or light-emitting diodes, are semiconductor devices that create 
visible light when an electrical current passes through them. LED lights 
are more e�cient, durable, versatile, and last longer than traditional 
incandescent lights, which use more energy producing heat than light 
compared to LED lights.

Solar Lights
  Solar Energy

Solar Energy Experiment: Ice Cubes
Materials needed:
• 6 different 3” colored square pieces of card or 
 paper. Black and white are essential, any other 
 4 colors will work. The primary colors; red, blue, 
 and yellow, as well as green are good choices.
• 6 ice cubes of the same shape and size

Procedure:
Put one ice cube on each card and place them all 
in the sun. Make sure all the ice cubes are exposed 
to full sunlight. See which one melts the fastest, 
which melts the slowest.

What will happen: 
The black card or ice will melt the fastest as it absorbs the most light; it is the 
most e�cient solar heat collector. The white will melt the slowest since it 
re�ects most of the light. The other colors absorb the light EXCEPT the ONE 
they re�ect; this is the color they appear to us.
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How the rain barrel works
The rain barrel is a great feature to show kids
how to conserve water.  Rainwater is collected as
the water runs down the roof into the gutter and 
into the barrel instead of the ground.  The barrel 
provides water to the drain on the outside, 
which can be used to water plants.

Why it’s important to save water
Kids might believe that water is forever plentiful, but in reality only 1% of 
all water on Earth can be used.  99% of the water is either salt water or 
permanently frozen.  As populations grow, this limited resource is being 
used up, so it’s important to not waste it.

How the sink works
The sink works by putting water into the pump, 
which supplies water to the faucet. The water 
that goes down the drain is collected in a 
container under the sink. The used water can
be used to water the plants in the
Go Green! garden. The sink 
is removable so kids can
use it anywhere.

Don’t let the 
faucet run when 
washing hands 

or brushing 
teeth.

Also �nd other 
places to collect 
water for your 

thirsty plants like 
bath water.

Use their 
Go Green! Rain 
Barrel to water 

plants instead of 
using a hose.

When �lling 
the dishwasher, 

scrape dishes 
clean instead of 

rinsing them.

Encourage your 
kids to talk to 

their friends about 
saving water.

Rain Barrel & Sink 
  Conserving Water

How to use the garden         
The garden box is designed to be a contained 
area for soil, which is perfect for kid-friendly 
plants.  Plus, its close proximity to the rain 
barrel helps kids remember to water. 
The garden box can also be used as a sandbox!

Why gardens are good for the environment
Home gardens are great for the environment because they reduce 
pollution from the use of fossil fuels needed to transport fruits and 
vegetables to the supermarket.  And in a small way, even a kid garden 
adds more plants to the world, which helps remove carbon from the 
environment.

Strawberries

Peppers Snap Peas

Tomatoes

Lettuce

Gardening is not only a fun activity for kids, but also an opportunity 
to learn about the growth process of the food we eat.  Kids build a 
sense of responsibility from regularly watering and weeding their own 
garden.  And, it’s a perfect bonding moment between our kids and us.

Gardening Activities

Garden
  Planting a Garden

Color the pictures!


