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List of Some Literary Devices and Their Definitions 

Alliteration -Alliteration uses the same starting sound at the beginning of multiple words in a 

passage. (This literary device is found in the bible, but only made obvious in the original text, not 

in translations.) 

Allusion - An allusion is a reference that creates an association to a famous character in 

another piece of literature. (Many works of literature allude to Bible characters because they 

are so well-known).  

Anaphora - An anaphora is using the same beginning to a sentence, over and over.  

Dichotomy - A dichotomy is used to contrast two opposing parts or groups by talking about 

them together or one after the other.  

Hyperbole - A hyperbole is a completely exaggerated statement.  

Imagery - Imagery focuses on sensory words to give the reader a vivid image. Many of the 5 

senses will be addressed in the same statement. 

Metaphor - A metaphor does not use the words, 'like' or 'as', while making a comparison. 

Personification - Personification assigns human attributes to a non-human being, such as an 

inanimate object or animal.   

Simile  - A simile specifically uses the words, 'like' or 'as' to draw a comparison.   

Symbolism - Symbolism uses an object or word to represent or convey an abstract idea.    
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Non-example: 

 

 

Non- examples could include: 

- Comparing 3 or more things. 

- Comparing 2 things and showing their 

similarities as well as differences.  

Example: 

 

 

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of 

times." - Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities 

Characteristics: 

 

-Contrasts 2 parts 

-Shows opposite features 

-Highlights differences 

Definition: 

 

"A dichotomy is used to contrast two opposing 

parts or groups by talking about them together 

or one after the other." 

Dichotomy 
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Non-example: Example: 

 

Characteristics: 

 

Definition: 

 

Imagery 
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Non-example: Example: 

 

Characteristics: 

 

Definition: 

 

Simile 



Def 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-example: Example: 

 

Characteristics: 

 

Definition: 

 

Symbolism 



Def 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-example: Example: 

 

Characteristics: 

 

Definition: 

 

Personification 



Def 

1 John 3:1  1st biblical passage - students read, choose literary device, 1 question, such as; list 

adverbs, adjectives or what type of mood is this passage trying to convey, use the imagery in 

this passage to draw a picture, (can be abstract or realism), of this passage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-example: Example: 

 

Characteristics: 

 

Definition: 

 

Hyperbole 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 1 John 3:1 "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 

 called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not." 

 

a) What literary device is used in this passage? ____________________________________________ 

b) What is being contrasted in this passage? Fill in the chart below by putting the two 

contrasted elements as the title of each section and add 1 or 2 bullet points of comparison, 

mentioned in the text.   

 

 

 

- 

- 

 

 

- 

- 

 

c) What can we infer about the character of God and the character of 'the world' because 

of the use of this literary tool in 1 John 3:1? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



     Habakkuk 1:8 "Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than  

    the evening wolves: and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall 

come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that hasteth to eat.” 

a) What literary device is used in this passage? ____________________________________________ 

 

b) What things are being compared in this passage? ______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

c)  How does the literary device used in this passage help the reader understand the 

destructive power of the Chaldean army, (introduced in Habakkuk 1:6)? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



    Nahum 3:1-3 "Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departeth  

   not; The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the prancing horses,  

   and of the jumping chariots.  The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering 

spear: and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcasses; and there is none end of their corpses; they 

stumble upon their corpses:" 

a) What literary device is used in this passage? ____________________________________________ 

b) List 5 words or phrases used in the passage that describe to the reader the sights, sounds 

or smells of the 'Bloody City' and the sense it appeals to.  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

c)  How does the literary device used in this passage help the reader understand the 

miserable ruin of Nineveh, (the bloody city)? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 



    Isaiah 55:12 " For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains  

   and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap  

   their hands." 

a) What literary device is used in this passage? ____________________________________________ 

b) List 2 or 3 examples of this literary device being used in Isaiah 55:12 ______________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

c)  Draw an example of at least one of the examples you listed in b.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   Choose your own bible passage that is an example of a literary device.  

 

 Passage: 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Literary device(s) used: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 



Answers: (answers will vary to some degree) 

1) 1 John 3:1 "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 

be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not." 

 

What literary device is used in this passage? Dichotomy 

What is being contrasted in this passage? Fill in the chart below by putting the two contrasted 

elements as the title of each section and add bullet points of comparison, mentioned in the 

text.   

 

How God treats his children 
 

How the world treats God's children 

- Loves his children 

- Calls his children 'sons of God'  

 

- does not know his children 

 

 

What can we infer about the character of God and the character of 'the world' because of 

the use of this literary tool in 1 John 3:1? 

We can infer the opposite of each statement is true for the opposing party.  For example, the 

world does not love God's children. Also, God does know his children.  

 

 



2) Habakkuk 1:8  "Their horses also are swifter than the leopards, and are more fierce than the evening wolves: 

and their horsemen shall spread themselves, and their horsemen shall come from far; they shall fly as the eagle that 

hasteth to eat.” 

a) What literary device is used in this passage? Simile or Metaphor 

 

b) What things are being compared in this passage? Horses are being compared to 

leopards and wolves, (metaphor). Horsemen are being compared to hungry eagles, (simile). 

 

c)  How does the literary device used in this passage help the reader understand the 

destructive power of the Chaldean army, (introduced in Habakkuk 1:6)? 

The comparison gives the reader a picture of fierce and wild animals coming to hunt, not sweet 

farm animals that might be pictured otherwise.  

 

 

 



3) Nahum 3:1-3 "Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departeth not; The noise of a 

whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the prancing horses, and of the jumping chariots.  The 

horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: and there is a multitude of slain, and a great 

number of carcasses; and there is none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their corpses:" 

a) What literary device is used in this passage? Imagery 

b) List 5 words or phrases used in the passage that describe to the reader the sights, sounds 

or smells of the 'Bloody City'.  

- Sound "the noise of a whip" 

- Sound "the noise of the rattling of the wheels" 

- Sight "The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear" 

- Sight/smell "multitude of slain"; "great number of carcasses"; "none end of their corpses" 

- Feel "stumble upon their corpses" 

c)  How does the literary device used in this passage help the reader understand the 

miserable ruin of Nineveh, (the bloody city)? It deepens the readers understanding of the 

destruction by describing the scene using multiple senses.  

 



4) Isaiah 55:12 "For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall 

break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands." 

a) What literary device is used in this passage? Personification 

 

b) List 2 or 3 examples of this literary device being used in Isaiah 55:12 Joy being led by 

peace, mountains singing, trees clapping their hands.  

c)  Draw an example of at least one of the examples you listed in b. (drawing will vary) 

 

5) Choose your own bible passage that is an example of a literary device. 

Answers will vary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scoring Rubric        Name: _____________________________________ 

 
Proficient 

Level 4 

Satisfactory 

Level 3 

Developing 

Level 2 

Unsatisfactory 

Level 1 

Unscorable 

or not 

included 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

-Frayer Chart 

Determines thoughtful 

characteristics of the literary 

device, accurately matches the 

definition and gives an example 

and non-example. 

Accurately matches 

the definition to the 

literary device and 

gives an example and 

non-example. 

Accurately matches 

the definition to the 

literary device and 

gives either an 

example or a non-

example. 

Accurately matches 

the definition to the 

literary device. 

Unscorable or 

not included 

Making 

Connections 

-question 5 

Makes a connection between the 

activity, and the chosen biblical 

passage, accurately identifying the 

literary device used. An explanation 

is given to why or how this passage 

fits the chosen literary device.  

Makes a connection 

between the activity, 

and the chosen 

biblical passage, 

accurately identifying 

the literary device 

used.  

Makes a connection 

between the activity, 

and the chosen 

biblical passage, 

identifying a possible 

literary device used.  

Makes a connection, 

between the activity, 

and the chosen 

biblical passage, 

identifying a possible 

literary device used, 

with assistance. 

Unscorable or 

not included 

Thinking 

-part c 

questions 1-4 

Demonstrated considerable critical 

thought about how the use of a 

certain literary device enhances 

the readers understanding. . (4/4 

marks for c) 

Demonstrated critical 

thought about how 

the use of a certain 

literary device 

enhances the readers 

understanding. (3/4 

marks for c) 

Demonstrated some 

critical thought about 

how the use of a 

certain literary device 

enhances the readers 

understanding. . (2/4 

marks for c) 

Demonstrated little 

critical thought about 

how the use of a 

certain literary device 

enhances the readers 

understanding. . (1/4 

marks for c) 

Unscorable or 

not included 

Communication 

-part b 

questions 1-4 

Consistently communicates how 

each literary device is being used. 

(4/4 marks for b) 

Communicates how 

each literary device is 

being used. (3/4 marks 

for b) 

Sometimes 

communicates how 

each literary device is 

being used. (2/4 marks 

for b) 

Rarely communicates 

how each literary 

device is being used. 

(1/4 marks for b) 

Unscorable or 

not included 

Application 

- part a 

questions 1-4 

Applies knowledge from the activity 

by matching the correct literary 

device to the example passage 4/4 

of the times. 

Applies knowledge 

from the activity by 

matching the correct 

literary device to the 

example passage 3/4 

of the times.  

Sometimes applies 

knowledge from the 

activity by matching 

the correct literary 

device to the example 

passage 2/4 of the 

times. 

Rarely applies 

knowledge from the 

activity by matching 

the correct literary 

device to the 

example passage 1/4 

of the times. 

Unscorable or 

not included 

/20 



Terms of Use 
 

 
• All pages of this resource are copyrighted. You may not create anything to sell or share based on this resource.  

 

• This resource is for one teacher/home only. If your friends and colleagues like this resource, please direct them to 

the Christian Curriculum store. 

 

• You are permitted to share the cover image of this resource on your blog or via social media as long as you 

redirect your followers to the product link on the store site.  

 

• If you find this resource helpful, I would appreciate a review. If you have any issues with the resource, please 

contact me at thechristiancurriculum@gmail.com and I'll get back to you as soon as I can, (usually within 24 hours).   

Thank You! 
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