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“The lyrical, visually descriptive quality of Prokofiev’s music is well known.
Often ‘neglected however, is the intrinsically percussive nature of his phrasing
and tempi. The marimba is able to convey this quality directly, without ignoring

the fluidity of each motif.

Sonically, the attack and decay of each mallet strike creates a distinctive
harmonic structure; the overtones of the materials themselves blending into
new and distinct textures.”

Neil Patel

Avalon Acoustics

December, 1998




“In each fugitive vision I see whole worlds

At play, filled with shifting iridescence”

Konstantin Balmont



Prokofiev, himself a gifted pianist,
composed and improvised most of his
works at the piano, working them

out afterwards in a particular form for
diverse instrumentation. In an attempt
to discover a new expression of
Prokofiev’s musical intention and spirit,
we have transcribed the works performed
here for marimba quartet, and in the
case of the Visions Fugitives also use
the additional sound palette of vibra-
phone, xylophone, glockenspiel, cymbal

and other percussion instruments.
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