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Louisiana iris are adaptable to most parts of the country.  As their name 
suggests, they are native to the coastal swamps of Louisiana, 
particularly around New Orleans. The majority of them are found in the 
wild along the Gulf Coast. However, two of the five species are 
indigenous as far north as the Great Lakes. One, hexagona, is native to 
the Southeastern US including South Carolina. Another, brevicaulis, 
can be found as far north as Ontario. While “Louisiana” may conjure 
thoughts of plants that can’t tolerate the cold, their natural presence in 
Canada and successful public plantings at Highland Park in Rochester, 
NY shows they’re very adaptable to just about any climate.  

 
PLANTING LOCATION 
Louisiana iris naturally grow in boggy areas in and around ponds or waterways. However, they can 
be grown in regular perennial beds providing additional water is supplied during the growing season. 
The foliage should remain above the water line to prevent suffocating the plant. 

At least a half day of sun is necessary (4-6 hours or more) so the iris will bloom. Insufficient sunlight 
will cause scant bloom as the rhizomes will not be able to store ample resources for proper growth 
to support bloom. However, shade in the afternoon may prove beneficial in reducing the water loss 
from the plants in regions with hot dry summers.  

Avoid planting under large trees (maples, oaks, birches, etc.) where they’ll have to compete for light, 
water, and nutrients. If it is desirable to plant them in such locations, a modified container type garden 
can be constructed to prevent the invasion of another plant’s roots. A modified container can be 
made by removing the soil, lining with heavy plastic, and replacing the soil in the desired planting 
location. Under these conditions the water and fertilizer must be more carefully monitored. 

SOIL 
Louisiana iris are quite at home in a wide variety of soil types ranging from almost pure clay to sandy 
loam. Sandy soils will benefit from the addition of organic matter to help hold the moisture. Clay soils 
can be made more friable with the addition of organic matter.  

Beds for planting Louisiana iris should be prepared 6-8 weeks in advance. The ideal soil should be 
acidic - a pH of 6.5 or lower. Incorporate a 3-inch layer of organic matter such as peat, composted 
leaves, manure, or sphagnum. Additionally, a balanced fertilizer (such as 8-8-8) at the rate of 8-10 
pounds per 100 square feet of bed should be added. It is difficult to overfeed Louisiana iris as they 
are heavy feeders, but it is always a good idea to have your soil tested before making any 
correction. 

WATERING 
Louisiana iris should not be allowed to dry out during the growing season to obtain the best possible 
bloom. When rainfall is insufficient, a thorough soaking (1 inch) should be supplied each week. 

FEEDING 
New or replanted beds should receive a light dressing of balanced fertilizer 8-8-8, 13-13-13, or 
Azalea/Camellia fertilizer about two months before planting and 5-20-20 about 6 weeks before 
bloom. Older beds will require an application of fertilizer in the fall as the new growth begins and one 
in late winter. 

 

 

Louisiana Iris ‘Black Gamecock’ 
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CARE AND PLANTING OF YOUR NEW LOUISIANA IRIS 
Potted Louisiana iris can be planted almost any time the soil can be worked (not frozen or 
waterlogged). Keep your potted iris well-watered until ready to plant. Gently remove the plant from 
the pot. It may be easier to cut the pot to avoid disturbing the roots. 
Plant the entire root ball at same depth the plant was growing in the 
pot. Leaves and especially bud stalks are heavy. Avoid breaking these 
while planting.  

Bareroot iris rhizomes should first be unwrapped, rinsed, and 
inspected carefully. Place your rhizomes in a container of water that 
reaches just to the bottom of the foliage until you're ready to plant 
them. They can be stored this way for up to a month; take care not to 
let them dry out, or you'll risk the plants going into dormancy. 

Louisiana iris should be planted with about 2 inches of soil covering 
the rhizome and 1 to 2 inches of mulch over the soil is ideal to help 
hold in moisture while new roots form. Mulch also discourages weeds 
and protects the crowns from freezing in the more northern zones.  

SPACING 
Iris of the same variety should be placed about 12 to 15 inches apart 
to allow for increase. Provide 18 to 24 inches between different 
cultivars to account for increase and keep the varieties separated. The rhizome will grow in the 
direction the fans are facing and will put out new shoots on either side of the mother rhizome. 

DIVIDING 
Louisiana iris should be divided every 3 to 4 years or whenever you notice a decrease in bloom. 
Rework your beds periodically by adding organic matter and dividing your iris to ensure healthy 
plants and new growth.  

The active growth cycle for Louisiana iris begins in the fall and continues through winter, culminating 
in a burst of rapid growth in the spring. This means the best time to plant and divide them is in the 
fall from September to October in the south and a little earlier in the northern states. Dividing during 
this time allows for them to become established before winter. 

COMMON PROBLEMS 
Iris borer can be a serious problem in areas where bearded iris are grown. Iris borer can be 
controlled with a systemic insecticide (i.e.: Merit or Orthene) following manufacturers’ instructions. A 
rhizome damaged by a borer will often produce offsets unaffected by the problem, so there is no 
need to discard the entire plant. 

Moles and voles are serious problems in some areas. Several treatments exist for moles and voles, 
including Talpirid and MoleMax.  

EXTENDING YOUR GARDEN’S BLOOM SEASON 
Extend your bloom season by adding other hardy perennials such as Japanese iris, Siberian iris, 
and daylilies. The combination of these plants can extend your bloom season from late spring 
through frost. Visit our nursery or website periodically during summer to find new and exciting 
additions to your garden. 

 


