
TOXIC TWENTY INGREDIENT #4

Carbon black is a dark colored powder that is typically used as a

pigment/color additive in cosmetic products. It is found in eyeliner,

mascara and lipsticks. 

The FDA allows the use of carbon black in cosmetics as long as

"good" manufacturing practices are used. Sadly, manufacturers are

not continually regulated so it is hard to know whether these

practices are being maintained. Regardless, it is not safe to be

exposed to it in general so consumers should be aware of its

production and relevance in the cosmetic industry.

Also known as: D&C Black no.2, acetylene, and channel black
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Health and Environmental Risks:

Carbon black is associated with health risks like cancer and organ system

toxicity. California Prop. 65 lists carbon black as a carcinogen based on animal

studies. 

Since it is an airborne pollutant it is extremely hard to avoid and can

constantly be inhaled. The production of carbon black is what causes the

pollution, this happens from fossil-fuel emissions, car-emissions and even

wildfires. 

It can trigger asthma and other related health issues in many people. 

The environmental impact of carbon black is a result of the manufacturing

process, yes it is still harmful when it washes down the drain but the majority

of its impact is related to air pollution. It is emitted when fossil-fuels are burnt

from various types of coal-fired plants. It makes up a large portion of

particulate matter which are hazardous airborne particles that contribute to

global warming. 

Particulate matter contributes to climate change by trapping outgoing heat in

our atmosphere resulting in increased temperatures. Another big issue is its

affect on the albedo of surfaces, for example snow. Albedo refers to the

reflectivity of a surface, snow being a white surface has a very high albedo

because it reflects oncoming solar rays back into the atmosphere. Increased

air pollution like particulate matter falls and dirties snow-covered surfaces

making them dark, lowering the albedo of that surface. If a surface has a low

albedo it absorbs incoming heat instead of reflecting it. This causes the snow

to melt, contributing to sea level rise and the melting of glaciers and ice bergs. 
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